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Dear readers,  

In the space of just six years the OPEN DAYS have become a key 
event at which cities and regions have provided practical evidence of 
their capacity for creating growth and jobs, implementing European 
Union cohesio n policy in such a way as to achieve the best results.  
 

Conceived and developed by the EU Committee of the Regions and 
the European Commission Directorate -General for Regional Policy, 
this unique event has enlisted loyal support from over 7.000 local, 
reg ional, national and European decision -makers and experts, whose 
achievements have been manifold in the areas of economic success 
and social integration, cooperation between regions, fruitful 
partnerships between local and regional authorities and businesse s, 
and centres of excellence with research centres and universities.  
 

OPEN DAYS 2009 will consist of several events such as seminars, 
workshops, exhibitions, networking fora, etc. for about 7,000 
international participants.  
 

The purpose of the event is m ultiple.  
First, it brings together political representatives, decision makers,  
experts and practitioners of regional policy as well as stakeholders 
from banking, business, civil society organisations, academia, EU 
institutions and the media to discuss co mmon challenges for 
European regions and cities and debate possible solutions.  
 

Second, it provides a platform for capacity building to those involved 
in EU cohesion policy and in managing its financial instruments.  
 

Third, the event aims at facilitating  cooperation among regions and 
cities on good practice in regional development.  
 

And finally, it offers the opportunity to debate the European 
cohesion policy of tomorrow in a wider context involving recent 
research and views from all interested parties.  
 

As in the past, you can be sure that the Zlin Region will be there!  
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HIGHLIGHTS  
 

PAGE 2-4 

WHAT’S NEW IN 
BRUSSELS 
The Committee of the Regions 
has presented the official 
program of the Open Days 
2009. Thi s edition proposes a 
general frame of continuity, 
but also some news for the 
most important regional 
event in Brussels.  

PAGE 5  

SHORTS FROM 
BRUSSELS   

Semester of Czech Presidency 
to the EU Council: the 
Minsitry for Regional 
Development announced the 
prior ities for the Cohesion 
Policy.  

Promotion of the SupPolicy 
project and of its results: the 
Zlin Region in Brussels has 
proposed a complete series of 
publicity materials.  

Cooperation with other EU 
Regions: an informal event at 
the Slovak House to 
informally discuss issues of 
common interest.  

PAGE 6 

CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 

 

PAGE 7 

VACANCIES IN EUROPE 

DonÕt forget to have a look at 
our calendar of EU events and 
at the vacancies currently 
published by the EC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     Sincerely,  

                                   

Mattia Crosetto  

The Head of Office  
Zlin Region in Brussels  

 

SPECIAL FOCUS ON OPEN DAYS 2009 
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Kick-off meeting of the Open Days 2009  
Committee of the Regions hosted the 
launching event on 12 December 2008 
 

On Friday 12 December 2008, Mr. Gerhard Stahl, 
Secreta ry -General of the CoR, and Mr. Dirk Ahner, 
Director General of the European CommissionÕs 
Regional Policy Directorate, chaired the launching 
event for the OPEN DAYS 2009.  
 

More than 150 participants, most of them from the 
regional offices in Brussels but as  well 
representatives from private enterprises and banks 
were informed about the event's 2009 key themes 
and rules of participation. Under the headline 
"Global challenges, European solutions", the 
seminars will cover themes related to regional 
responses to  the economic crisis, climate change, 
territorial cooperation and the impact and future of 
EU cohesion policy . 

The title of this new edition of the most important 
regional event in Brussels will be ÒGlobal 
Challenges, European SolutionsÓ, with a special 
focus on two of the main challenges that the EU 
Regions have to face in the present phase: the 
economic and financial crisis and the climate 
change.   

 

Dates, places and contents  

The Open Days 2009 will take place in Brussels between 05 to 08 October 2009.  

As in the last editions, the BrusselsÕ Week will be accompanied as a programme of decentralised 
events (seminars, debates and exhibitions) to be organised by the participating regions/cities in their 
home countries during October 2009.  
 
 

 
Titles and topics of Open Days 2009 
 

The title of the Open Days 2009: Ò Global challenges, European solutionsÓ  
This general topic is then treated through four items:  

1. Restoring Growth: innovation in Europe’s regions and cities 

In order to face the present economic and f inancial crises, the EU Regions must become more 
inventive, react quicker and address global and environmental challenges by further innovating.  
 

2. Regions and climate change: Europe’s way 

The EU has set itself ambitious targets to fight climate change an d promote renewable energy up to 
2020 and beyond. The Regions will be for sure protagonists of the initiatives to be concretely 
realised.  
 

3. Territorial cooperation: working together across borders  

In 2009, the evaluation of the cohesion policy's program s of the 2000 -2006 period will become 
available. Showing results and measuring the impact are key aspects in the cohesion policy cycle. 
It will also help to provide a clearer framework in which proposals for cohesion policy after 2013 
can develop.  

4. Achieving results, looking ahead: EU cohesion policy’s evaluation and future prospects 
The year 2009 will see the submission of most, if not all evaluation of cohesion policy programs of 
the 2000 -2006 period. This is clearly a key aspect of the cohesion policy  cycle in that it contributes 
in measuring the impact and results of cohesion policy. It is also helps to provide a clearer 
framework in which any proposals for cohesion policy after 2013 can develop.  
 
The above mentioned arguments will be further discuss ed into sub - items and sub - arguments that 
can inspire the Open Days conferences and debates.   
 

 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN BRUSSELS? 
 

 

 
 

 

The seventh edition of the EU Week of 

Regions and Cities will consist of several 

events such as conferences and 

workshops, exhibitions and networking 

events for about 7000 participants from all 

over the 27 Member States and their 

external partners.  

Contents and conditions for participation 

have been presented during a meeting at 

the Committee of the Regions. 
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OPEN DAYS 2009 

Program of the events in Brussels and in the Regions 

The program of the Open Days will be developed and hosted in roughly equal parts by the reg ional 
partners, DG REGIO and the Committee of the Regions in cooperation with other entities of the 
European circuit (representatives from business, civil society groups and Commission Directorates -
General). In fact, financial institutions, business and ci vil society partners are invited to propose 
sessions as part of the OPEN DAYS program and to participate in the ongoing exhibition events (OPEN 
DAYS-The Meeting Place).  
 

The Swedish Council Presidency will be closely involved in these initiatives in region s and has already 
included the Brussels event in its agenda.  
 

The Commission Directorate -General for Communication will actively support regional and local events 
through its Representations in the Member States and information networks.   

Three types of events  

The OPEN DAYS 2009 events in Brussels will be structured around three main pillars:  
 

a) A programme of some 100 sessions (seminars, workshops and debates) over three days constitutes 
the core of the event   
 

b) Formal events: Opening Session combin ed with the CoR Plenary Session, Official Reception, 
European Parliament conference(s), Closing Session  
 

c) OPEN DAYS -The Meeting Place, that substitutes the InvestorsÕ Caf• (exhibition, sessions, informal 
meetings and networking).  The event partners can  choose to join a specific "thematic village" on 
creativity and innovation; climate change and renewable energies; health and regional development; 
territorial cooperation.  

The table hereafter resumes the agenda of the Open Days 2009.  
 

Brussels’ Week  

 Morning Afternoon Evening 
 

Monday 05  
 

 

Opening session  Opening of the 
Meeting Place  

Tuesday 06  Events in the partner offices   

Wednesday 07  Events in the partner offices  Official reception  
 

Thursday 08  
Events in the 

partner offices  

 

Closing session  
Closing of the 
Meeting Place  

Decentralised Week  

October 2009  Decentralised events  
 

 

As in 2008, some of the seminars, workshops, conferences in the partner region offices will be 
organised by the European Commission.  
 

News 

The OPEN DAYS 2009 presents som e novelties in respect to the past.  

One of the new elements of the OPEN DAYS 2009 will be the reduction of the seminars and 
workshops from around 120 as in 2008 to 100, together with more strict rules to ensure high quality 
of the events (careful selection  of the speakers, duration of the events, location, etc.).  
 

Secondly, all partners are called to contribute to a new set of seminars under the title of ÔOPEN DAYS 
UniversityÕ. In this context, a selected number of professors from universities from differen t European 
countries which are specialised in urban and regional studies will be invited to hold a number of joint 
lectures and seminars which will be open for other participants as well. The OPEN DAYS University 
will be hosted in a separate venue.  

Partici pants can apply only if grouped in partnerships (that take place of the ÒconglomeratesÓ) 
consisting of a minimum of 5 and a maximum of 12 partners, coming from at least of 4 different 
Member States. Partnerships should designate one of the partners as Team  leader. The office of the 
Team leader has to be located in Brussels.  
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OPEN DAYS 2009 

Conditions for participating and agenda 

The participation to the Open Days is  limited to:  
- regions and cities of Europe  

- offices representing regions and cities in Brus sels  
 

Participants can apply only if grouped in partnerships (that take place of the ÒconglomeratesÓ) 
consisting of a minimum of 5 and a maximum of 12 partners, coming from at least of 4 different 
Member States. Partnerships should designate one of the par tners as Team leader. The office of the 
Team leader has to be located in Brussels.  
 

Each conglomerate has to organise one event minimum (a second one will be optional) and 
eventually host one EC workshop, organised directly by the Directorate General for Regional policy.  
 

Each member of a regional partnership has to organise a programme of local event(s) under the 
theme Europe in our region/city, scheduled for October 2009 in its home territory. During the OPEN 
DAYS 2008 a programme of 220 local events in 31 countries was organised by participating regions 
(see www.opendays.europa.eu for more details on local events in 2008).  
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Selection procedure  

Regions interested in participating to the Open Days 2009 be selected by a j ury composed of 
experts in the field of regional policy and representatives of organizers (Committee of the Regions 
and European Commission).  
 

The list of regional partners and their partner offices selected to participate in the OPEN DAYS 2009 
Ð European  Week of Regions and Cities will be announced on 03 April 2009.  
 

 

 

Agenda for the organisation of the events  

12 December 2008  
Launch of the OPEN DAYS 2009: Informative meeting with regional offices and other 
partners in Brussels  
 

13 March 2009  
Deadline for application of regional partners comprising full proposals for sessions in 
Brussels and local events and other institutional, business, banking and civil society 
partners to participate in the ÔOPEN DAYS -The Meeting PlaceÕ(sessions a nd exhibition)  
 

3 April 2009 
Announcement of the results of the selection procedure   
 

8 May 2009 
First information meeting with selected partners on the final programme  
 

June 2009 
OPEN DAYS Promotional Brochure  
Names of journalists to be provided by pa rtners for media events  
 

6 July 2009  
Registration opens for individual participants (including speakers)  
 

10 July 2009  
Second information meeting with partners   
 

September  
OPEN DAYS Programme Brochure  
 

4 September 2009 
Deadline for receitp of speake rs' presentations and abstracts  
Registration closes for individual participants   
 

5-8 October 2009  
OPEN DAYS 2009 in Brussels  
 

October 2009 
Local events "Europe in our region/city"  
As in 2008, some of the seminars, workshops, conferences in the partner  region offices will be 
organised by the European Commission.  
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Czech Presidency to the EU Council  
Priorities for the Cohesion Policy  
 

On the occasion of a formal briefing held at the 
Czech Permanent Representation, the Czech Ministry 
for Regional D evelopment illustrated its priorities in 
Cohesion Policy and Territorial cooperation.  
 

The Czech Presidency to the EU Council will work 
to provide a platform for the discussions among 
Member States and EU Institutions in three priority 
areas: the simplifi cation of the rules for the 
management of the Structural Funds, the support 
for the rural areas and the definition of the future 
of the Cohesion Policy after 2014.  
 

The Czech Presidency will cooperate with the 
French Presidency (ending the 31.12.2008) and 
the Swedish one (starting on the 1.07.2009) 
within the so - called troika scheme as well as the 
European Commission for obtaining tangible 
results already in Spring 2009.  
 

The Zlin Region in Brussels was present at the 
briefing and informed the Region about its results.  

 

Promotion of the SupPolicy Project and of its results 
 

At the end of November 2008, the Zlin Region in Brussels has 
presented to the partners of SupPolicy its new package of promotional 
tools for increasing the visibility of the project and of its results.  

The package includes the project brochure, a leaflet and a 
communication guide. These new instruments cover the main project 
contents and outputs to be disseminated, such as specially prepared 
reports, the SupPolicy Model as well as handout  versions of the slides 
used by the partners on the occasion of meetings and conferences. 
New sections of the SupPolicy website are also imagined and will be 
proposed in December 2008. By purpose, the Zlin Region in Brussels 
has chosen an approach inspired  by simplicity.  

All the materials try to use a basic language, for what is possible easily 
understandable by all target groups. In that sense, a specific effort 
has been made specifically for the tools describing the project Model 
and its applications.  

The materials are presently under evluation of the project team and, 
once validated, will be published in electronic and paper versions.  

 

Networking with EU partners: Christmas event at the 
Slovak House 
 

On December 2, the Zlin Region in Brussels had the ple asure of 
participating to the informal greetings organised by Trencin, Nitra, 
Presov and the other Regions of the Slovak House in Brussels.  

 
The event is a traditional and friendly appointment of the beginning of December for strengthening 
existing partner  relations. Even if the purpose was to taste Slovak specialties and drink a glass of good 
punch, the opportunity was raised also to exchange ideas and comments on the chronicle of the EU 
affairs. Several ideas for possible joint initiatives have been put o n the table and they will surely lead to 
sound results. The attention of the participants was naturally focused on the incoming Czech Presidency 
to the EU Council and its priorities in the field of regional development.   
 
The Zlin Region in Brussels was p resent at the event and thanked the organisers for the kind and 
important invitation.  
 
 

 

SHORTS FROM BRUSSELS 
 

 

 

 

 

The Czech Presidency will start in a few 

days …  

Preparation is proceeding quickly and 

intensively. This month, we discovered 

the priorities of the Czech Government in 

the field of Regional development. 

You can start have a look at the 

Presidency at: 

www.eu2009.cz 
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Calls  
 

 

 

 

for proposals 
 

 
 
Media Program 
 
 

 

Support for television broadcasting of European audiovisual works  

Deadline:     Various  

http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriSe rv/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:216:0022:0023:EN:
PDF 

 
 
Media Program 
 
 

 

Development of audiovisual projects Ð Initiative i2i  
Deadline:     02. 02. 2009  

http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:293:0011:0013:EN:
PDF 

 
 
Education 
 
 

 

European Associations in the field of training and education  

Deadline:     23. 12. 2008  

http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:276:0094:0096:EN:
PDF 

 
Education 
 

 

Jean Monnet Program Ð EU Studies  

Deadline:     13. 02. 2009 

http:// eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:255:0006:0007:EN:
PDF 

 
Education 
 

 

Erasmus Program Ð Student mobility for studies and placements  

Deadline:     13. 03. 2009 

http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:255:0006:0 007:EN:
PDF 

 
Education  
 

 

Grundtvig Program Ð Assistantships, Senior Volunteering Projects  

Deadline :  31. 03. 2009  
http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:255:0006:0007:EN:
PDF  

 
Culture 
 

 

Cooperation projects and measures; support for cultural bodies  

Deadline:     Various  

http://www.europanostra.org/  

 
Transport  
 

 

Urban Transports  
Grants for sustainable mobility policies in urban agglomerations  

Deadline :  31. 03. 2009  
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/grants/proposal_en.ht m  
  

 
Research 
 

 

Seventh Framework Program for Research and Development  

Call for proposals for grant to research infrastructures  

Deadline :  27. 03. 2009  
http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:314:0011:0011:EN:
PDF 
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Zlín Region in Brussels  
The Rose House 

46, Boulevard de la Cambre – B1000 Bruxelles 

Tel. (32) 2 641.17.60 – Fax (32) 2 641.17.69 

email : info@zlinregioninbrussels.eu 

 

 
 

 

 

Vacancies in Europe 
 

SESAR Joint Undertaking 

• IT System Architects 

Vacancy noti ce: VN114  

Air Traffic Management Agency for Europe  

Place of work: Brussels, Belgium  

Deadline:  04. 01. 2009  

Info:  http://www.sesarju.eu  

 

SESAR Joint Undertaking 

• Airspace User Strategy Expert  

Vacancy notice: VN136  

Air Traffic Management Agency for Europe  

Place of work: Brussels, Belgium  

Deadline: 04. 01. 2009  

Info:  http://www.sesarju.eu  

 
 

SESAR Joint Undertaking  

• Airport Strategy and Development Expert 

Vacancy notice: VN137  

Air Traffic Management Agency for Europe  

Place of work: Brussels, Belgium  

Deadline:  04. 01. 2009  

Info:  http://www.sesarju.eu  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors reserve the rights to abridge the articles, respectively for their stylistic and linguistic 
adjustment. The author accounts for objective accuracy. The material contained in this 
publication is provided for general information purposes only and does not contain a 
comprehensive analysis of each item described. Links to external sites should facilitate 
readers Õ access to information and we do not take responsibility for the currency of the links 
or the contents of the web pages re ferred to. • Publisher: Representative Office of the Zlin 
Region in Brussels • Body of Editors: Mattia Crosetto, Petra Jano !kov‡ • Graphic design: 
HAL9000Limited !2007  

 

 

CALENDAR  

 

JANUARY  

1. 1. 2009 
Semester of Czech Presidency 
to the EU Council  
European Parliament  
Brussels, Belgium  
 

12-13. 1. 2009 
Final conference of the 
Cognac research project  
realized by the Zlin Region 
and its EU partners  
North -Great Plain Regional 
Office in Brussels   
Brussels, Belgium  

15. 1. 2009 
EUREGHA special session with 
the Czech Presiden cy to the 
EU Council   
Czech Permanent 
Representation to the EU  
Brussels, Belgium  

19-20. 1. 2009 
European Youth Forum in the 
Zlin Region  
EU Ministerial Meeting  
Luhacovice, Czech Republic  
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December 2008 
 

Form closed:  
15. 12. 2008 

Czech Presidency to the EU 
January – February 2009 
 


