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published by the EC
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Editorial

Mattia Crosetto

Dear readers,

International markets and economic systems are facing the hardest
financial situation in decades. They have to react on three fronts at the
same time: to stabilize and restructure the financial global market; to
limit the impact on the productive sectors and the employment rates, to
prepare the ground for recovery; to elaborate and put in place a
coordinated and comprehensive response to the macro-financial risks
that threaten the stability of the world economy.

Some observers — may be “interested” - commented the situation
saying that the EU has not done enough to jointly react to the crisis.
Well, this doesn’t’ seem a fair critic. Years ago, not so many actually,
the economic earthquake we are presently experiencing would have
turned easily into terrible consequences in the relations among
European Countries. Nowadays, we are all simply sitting around a table
to define the best common strategies for the recovering of the
economies. This is more than a miracle!

More. The European Commission is now preparing a comprehensive
recovery plan based on each of the critical economic areas that have
been discussed by the Heads of States and Governments in Brussels at
the Summit of the beginning of November. On that occasion, the
European leaders agreed on a set of common lines including a
commitment to new, common standards of oversight, transparency and
risk assessment and proposals to strengthen international crisis
management.

The package of EU proposals will be also presented at the Summit in
Washington where the most industrialized countries of the planet will
define the new frame of rules for the financial market.

There, the European Union arrives with a unique, shared and jointly
approved proposal. And this is another real miracle!

! Sincerely,

P.A e C/{(_h

Mattia Crosetto
The Head of Office
Zlin Region in Brussels
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Transnational Territorial Cooperation
Approved the program 2007 -2013 for the
Central Europe

At the end of October 2008, the European
Commission has presented the European territorial
cooperation programme for Central Europe, financed
by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)
for the period 2007-2013.

The programme is aimed at supporting transnational
cooperation between eight Member States of the
European Union, namely: Czech Republic, Germany
(territories in the East and South), Italy (territories
in the North-East), Hungary, Austria, Poland,
Slovenia and Slovakia. Ukraine (western part) will
also take part in the programme, providing its own
financial resources as well as a direct contribution
from the European Neighbourhood and Partnership
Initiative.

The total budget for the Program is just over ! 298
million, with Community assistance under the ERDF
amounting to some ! 246 million. This budget
represents approximately 2.8% of the total EU
investment earmarked for the European Territorial
Cooperation Objective under the Cohesion Policy
2007-2013.

The adopted Programme is new within the framework of transnational cooperation, however most of the
partners have already cooperated through the INTERREG IIIB programme "CADSES", which has been
split into two separate programmes for 2007-2013: "Central Europe" and "South-East Europe".

Aim and purpose of the program

The overall goal of the Programme is to strengthen territorial cohesion, promote internal integration and
enhance the competitiveness of Central Europe. This broad overall aim has the following two strategic
objectives:

« Improving the competitiveness of Central Europe by strengthening innovation and accessibility
structures

 Improving territorial development in a balanced and sustainable way by enhancing the quality of the
environment and developing attractive cities and regions

Contacts

The institution in charge of the overall implementation of the Programme is the City of Vienna in
Austria, which has been selected for that role by the eight participating Member States. The
Programme's Joint Technical Secretariat will also be integrated within the City administration in
Vienna.

The contact person there is

Mr. Walther Stoeck

City of Vienna

Department for EU Strategy and Economic Development
A-1080 Vienna, Austria

Telephone: 00 43 1 4000 27002

Fax: 00 43 1 4000 7215

E-mail: walther.stoeckl@wien.gv.at

Website: www.central2013.eu

More information
Complete information about the program can also be found at:

www.central2013.eu
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Transnational Territorial Cooperation 2007 -2013
Prioritie s of the Program for Central Europe

In Central Europe, the overall aim of the Program and its two strategic objectives have been translated
into five thematic priorities, each one of which targets different sectors of socio-economic players active
in the area.

These priorities are:

Priority 1: Facilitating innovation across Central Europe
[approximately 20% of total funding]

The main objective of this priority is to create, across the entire Programme area, a favourable
framework for innovation and entrepreneurship. The area's potential in this field is significant, however
variations inside the Central Europe area are extremely wide. The partners aim to support projects that
foster cooperation at all points along the innovation chain.

Priority 2: Impro ving accessibility of and within Central Europe
[approximately 26% of total funding]

Central Europe is characterised by varied levels of accessibility, ranging from very accessible regions to
less accessible large rural and peripheral areas.

This priority will provide support for key players in transport to work together to define priorities that
need to be addressed in an effort to increase interconnectivity and interoperability in Central Europe. As
the Programme does not have sufficient funds to invest in large infrastructure projects, the partners will
be encouraged to prepare concrete investment plans which should be submitted to other national or
European financing sources. The priority will also aim at sustainability, and as such, carbon-neutral
solutions will be encouraged.

Priority 3: Using our environment responsibly
[approximately 26% of total funding]

The macro-region covered by the Programme is characterised by high-risk areas in terms of natural
disasters such as floods or human-caused accidents. There is also a very rich natural and cultural
heritage which needs to be jointly protected and managed. This priority will provide funding for projects
in the field of risk management and prevention, management of resources, energy efficiency, etc.

Priority 4: Enhancing competitiveness and attractiveness of cities and regions
[approximately 22% of total funding]

Quality of life in Central Europe can be improved through strengthening the capacity of regions and
cities in terms of spatial planning and town planning. As a result, exchanges of best practices and
common solutions will be promoted in order to improve spatial planning at local and regional levels.
Another important aspect of this priority is to look at capitalising on the wealth of existing cultural
resources.

Priority 5: Technical assistance

[approximately 6% of total funding]

Technical assistance is provided for implementing the Programme.

"HE%BEHY0 N ()¥*+,-1#(1%' (+1%.%#'%/'0!1%F$ 1! &+.0,(1% 1 2#5# (-, Yo-#+$312+$#-+,#$54310.%") %-#+$1%4$1 1 &+$-,+'5

o EU funding National  Public Total Public

Priority (1) Contribution Contribution
1. Facilitating innovation across 49 202 215 10 077 562 59 279 777
Central Europe
2. Improving accessibility of and 63 962 879 13 100 831 77 063 710
within Central Europe
3. Using our environment responsibly 63 962 879 13100 831 77 063 710
4. Enhancing competitiveness and 54 122 437 11 085 318 65 207 755
attractiveness of cities and regions
5. Technical assistance 14 760 664 4 920 221 19 680 885
Total 246 011 074 52 284 763 298 295 837
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EU Fund for the Integration of Third
Country Nationals

Approved the Annual Program for the
Czech Republic

The European Commission has just adopted the
multiannual programme under the European Fund
for the integration of third country nationals 2007-
2013 for the Czech Republic.

An estimated amount of ! 21,97 million (of which
16,75 million as Community contribution) will
finance its first two annual programs.

The European Fund for the Integration of Third
country nationals is one of the 4 instruments of
the Program on "Solidarity and Management of
Migration Flows" which addresses the issue of a
fair share of responsibilities between Member
States arising from the introduction of integrated
management of the external borders of the
Member States of the European Union and from
the implementation of common policies on asylum
and immigration.

The other three Funds are:

the External Borders Fund, the Return Fund and
the European Refugee Fund.

The European Fund for the Integration of Third
country nationals is an expression of the process
of mutual accommodation by all immigrants and
residents of EU Member States.

This is a general information notice.

Full information about European Fund

for the Integration of Third country

nationals is available on the website
of the EC DG for Justice.
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Priorities of action
in the Czech Republic

The Czech Republic has chosen to emphasize the
four strategic priorities foreseen for the Fund,
namely:

A. Putting into practice the "Common Basic
Principles for immigrant integration policy in
the European Union"

B. Development of indicators and evaluation
methodologies to assess progress, adjust
policies and measures and facilitate co-
ordination of comparative learning

C. Policy capacity building, co-ordination and
intercultural competence building in the
Member States across the different levels
and departments of government

D. Exchange of experience, good practices and
information on integration between the
Member States.

Projects

The projects of the the annual program for the
Czech Republic include, for example:

Establishment and operation of Integration
centres to facilitate and support the integration
of third-country nationals

Improvement of the conditions in the social
facilities for unaccompanied third country
nationals and provision of long-term assistance
in their integration process

Involvement of the host society in the integration
process by raising public awareness about issues
related to the integration of third-country
nationals

Concretely, all the projects financed by the Fund
have to sustains the efforts of Member States for
enabling third-country nationals of different
economic, cultural, religious, linguistic and
ethnic backgrounds to fulfil the conditions of
residence and to facilitate their integration into
European societies, and enhancing the capacity
of Member States to develop and implement
national integration strategies in all aspects of
the civil society.

Contacts

European Commission

Directorate General for Justice, Freedom and
Legal Affairs

Rue de la Loi 200

B1049 Brussels — Belgium

Tel: +32 (2) 29.91.111

E-mail: JLS-INTEGRATION-FUND@ec.europa.eu
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EURANET
A new radio portal for spreading
information about the European Union

EURANET has been launched by a series of

European radio broadcasters including Deutsche
. 3 Welle, Radio France Internationale, Radio

Netherlands, Polskie Radio, Punto Radio and RTBF,

. @ ® E U p a n et with the pur’pose of bringin’g the European Union

. ® european etwors and its citizens closer together.

Since April 2008, 16 broadcasters and 8 associate
radio stations from 15 EU countries have been co-
producing and broadcasting daily European current
affairs programmes in 10 languages (Bulgarian,
English, French, German, Greek, Hungarian,
Polish, Portuguese, Romanian and Spanish) - a
number which will gradually increase until all 23
EU official languages are involved.

The daily programmmes on Europe, that last
between 30 and 60 minutes, will now become
more interactive with the launch of a shared
Internet portal at www.euranet.eu.

Networking with Czech partners: an informal meeting at CEBRE Brussels

On the 5th of November 2008, the Zlin Region in Brussels was present at the informal “breakfast
meeting” organized by CEBRE to discuss the strategic issue of the "Green Transport in Europe”.

At the beginning of last summer, DG Transport of the European Commission published a package of
new guidelines with the aim of making EU transports more sustainable from the environmental point of
view. This package offers to the Member States a platform of “environmental friendly” suggestions and
introduces a proposal for modifying the Directive on heavy freight vehicles. The whole package was
submitted to public examination before discussion at the European Parliament.

The informal meeting at CEBRE was a useful opportunity for the Representatives of the Zlin Region in
Brussels to meet qualified experts and policy makers such as Mr. Remi Mayet, Deputy Head of Unit at
EC DG TREN, Mr. Emanuel " ip, Deputy Minister of Transport of the Czech Republic, MEP Said El-
Khadraoui, Mr. Michael Nielsen, General Delegate of International Road Transport Union and Mr.
Johannes Ludewig, Executive Director of the Community of EU Railway and Infrastructure Companies.

The staff of the Office had a direct briefing with Mr. Emanuel " ip. This was the occasion for illustrating a
draft of the program for the Seminar on Trans-European Networks that the Office is organising for the
Semester of Czech Presidency. The draft raised immediate interest from the Deputy Minister and a
frame for close cooperation on the subject has been immediately established.

Networking with EU partners: meeting with Liguria Region

Together with Piemonte (Italy), Rhone-Alpes and Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur (France), the Italian
Region of Liguria is one of the Regions that are more deeply engaged in building up strategic
partnerships for local development in Europe.

The four Regions have already defined a strengthened alliance, based on the new juridical formula of
the “European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation”. The resulting “macro-region” is presently at work
to provide tangible benefits in the fields of basic services, such as transport, healthcare, research and
assistance to private companies. Notably in the transport sector, Liguria can be considered as a success
story. The Region is investing in the strategic transport corridor Genova-Rotterdam, supporting
intermodality and launching new projects in the field of the highway of the sea.

This profile of expertise makes of Liguria a good partner of the Zlin Region for possible joint initiatives.

For this reason, on the 5" of November 2008, the Zlin Region in Brussels had an open meeting at the
seat of Liguria in Brussels. A series of topics have been treated, including the participation of Liguria to
the Seminar on Trans-European Networks that the Representative Office is organizing for February
2009, during the Semester of Czech Presidency to the EU.

Further project proposals will be examined in the near future.
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C a I I S for proposals
Support for television broadcasting of European audiovisual works
Media P Deadline: Various
edia Program http: //eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:C:2008:216:0022:0023:EN:
PDF
Measures to support promotion and market access
Media P Deadline: 21.11. 2008
edia Program http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:C:2008:214:0010:0011:EN:
PDF
European Associations in the field of training and education
Deadline: 23.12. 2008
Education http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:C:2008:276:0094:0096:EN:
PDF
Jean Monnet Program - EU Studies
Deadline: 13. 02. 2009
Education http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J]:C:2008:255:0006:0007:EN:
PDF
Erasmus Program - Student mobility for studies and placements
Deadline: 13. 03. 2009
Education http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:C:2008:255:0006:0007:EN:
PDF
Grundtvig Program - Assistantships, Senior Volunteering Projects
) Deadline:  31.03. 2009
Education http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:C:2008:255:0006:0007:EN:
PDF
Cooperation projects and measures; support for cultural bodies
Culture Deadline:  Various
http://www.europanostra.org/
Urban Transports
- Grants for sustainable mobility policies in urban agglomerations
ransport Deadline:  31.03. 2009
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/grants/proposal_en.htm
EU Cooperation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research
Call 2009
cosT Deadline:  27. 03. 2009
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:C:2008:283:0010:0011:EN:
PDF

www.zlinregioninbrus sels.eu
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ZI'n Region in Brussels
The Rose House

46, Boulevard de la Cambre
Tel. (32) 2 641.17.60
email

D B1000 Br uxelles
b Fax (32) 2 641.17.69
: info@zlinregioninbrussels.eu

CALENDAR

International Conference
Organic Waste in Urban
Environments - New
European Challenges
Committee of the Regions
Brussels, Belgium

77th Plenary Session of the
Committee of the Regions
European Parliament
Brussels, Belgium

Financing of Renewable and
Efficient Energy in Europe

EU Association of Public Banks
Committee of the Regions
Brussels, Belgium

Open Days 2009

Presentation of the 7*" Edition
Committee of the Regions
Brussels, Belgium

Year 5, no.21
November 2008

Form cl osed:
15. 11. 2008

EUNEWS

Vacancies in Europe

European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and
Working Conditions

* Research Officer

Vacancy notice: EF/TA/08/05

Labour economics

Place of work: Dublin, Ireland

Deadline: 05. 12. 2008

Info: http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/index.htm

European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and
Working Conditions

* Research Managers

Vacancy notice: EF/TA/08/08
Employment and Competitiveness Unit
Place of work: Dublin, Ireland
Deadline: 05. 12. 2008

Info: http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/index.htm

European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and
Working Conditions

* Procurement Officer

Vacancy notice: EF/TA/08/09

Human Resources Manager

Place of work: Dublin, Ireland

Deadline: 05. 12. 2008

Info: http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/index.htm

www.zlinregioninbrussels.eu



