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Dear readers, 

ãWere are the advantages of being members of the European Union?Ò  

How many times in our Representative Office in Brussels we hear this 
question. The point is that is not always simple to find out a good 
answer. This, not because there are no advantages, but opposite 
because they are so many. 

Apart from trying to remember to people that peace, equilibrated and 
sustainable socio-economic development, freedom of movement for 
goods, services and even individuals are not gifts of the sky, more 
evident examples are needed. Today, I have a new one. 

The European Commission has approved a new plan to simplify all 
administrative burdens for small and medium enterprises. 

The EU is home to some 23m small and mid-sized businesses. They 
provide the majority of jobs in the EU, especially in key industries like 
textiles, construction and furniture-making, and are considered crucial to 
economic success. But these firms often encounter huge administrative 
hurdles and difficulties securing financing.  

The EU plan calls for policies to make starting and running a business 
easier and more appealing. These latter include limiting the time needed 
to start a new company to no more than a week. Obtaining licenses and 
permits should not take more than a month. Businesses will also have 
easier access to financing and be given a second chance if they fail.  

The commission also proposes a new form of European company, to help 
small firms move beyond national borders. The new „ EU company“ rules 
would create a common start-up procedure throughout the EU and make 
it easier for companies to set up subsidiaries in other EU countries.  

Other proposals would increase access to government support, e.g. for 
training and research and development, and ensure smaller companies 
are paid promptly. Countries would also have the option of reducing VAT 
rates for services supplied by local business.  
 

A good example, isn‘t it? 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS  
 

PAGE 3  
WHATÕS NEW IN 
BRUSSELS  
A great success for the Slavic 
Film Festival in Brussels: a 
good example on how the 
Regions can be promoted in 
Europe. This was also the 
idea of Zlin in Brussels … 

PAGE 4  

FOCUS ON EU 
PROGRAMMES  
Officially launched by CoR and 
COE the new database for 
cross-border cooperation in 
Europe: MORE is on line! 

  

PAGE 5  

SHORTS FROM 
BRUSSELS    

The Representative Office in 
Brussels present at the 
celebrations for the 50years 
of Eurochambres, the 
organism representing the 
private sector in Europe. 

PAGE 6  

CALLS FOR PROPOSALS  

 

PAGE 7  

VACAN CIES IN EUROPE  
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                                     Sincerely, 

                                   
Mattia Crosetto 

The Head of Office 

Zlin Region in Brussels 
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Cultural promotion in Europe  
Slavic Film Festival in Brussels  
 

On the 3rd of June 2008, the Representative Office 
of the Zlin Region in Brussels visited the first edition 
of the Slavic Film Festival in Brussels. 
 

Organised on the occasion of the Slovenian 
Presidency to the EU Council by the International 
Foundation - Forum of Slavic Cultures, the Festival 
wants to contribute to the intercultural dialogue 
through the presentation of a series of Slavic films.  
 

The International Foundation – Forum of Slavic 
Cultures has decided to organize this event to 
underline the European importance reached by this 
Festival, to highlight its role of promoter of the 
Slavic cultures together and for creating new 
opportunities of partnership for the future 
development of the Festival. 
 

At the same time, it is precisely joint projects like 
this film festival that form new cultural bonds 
between nations. 
 

To mark the beginning of this new addition to the 
Brussels film scene, huge promotion for all 
screenings at La Maison de la Radio Flagey was 
organised by the Forum of Slavic Cultures. 
 

This event marked from the cultural point of view the ending up of the Semester of Slovenian 
Presidency to the EU Council. 
 

The words of Milena Domjan, President of the Board of the Forum of Slavic Cultures 
 

Commenting the presentation of the Slavic Film Festival in Brussels, Mrs. Domjan said: 
 

Film is one of the most popular art forms and reaches the widest of audiences, and this is why a Film 
Festival is among the most appropriate cultural events to be prepared during the Slovenian presidency of 
the EU Council.  
  

Instead of holding it in Ljubljana  or one of the other European capitals we decided to present it in 
Brussels, a city where the pulse is set by the representatives of all European nations and where both 
Slavic as well as other cultures can be reached.  
 

In an announcement of Festival, Milen a Domjan stated that Slavic cultures have a common origin but are 
at the same time very diverse and complement each other perfectly. They are not yet as widely known 
and recognized as Romanic and Germanic cultures for which there are several causes, the mo st frequent 
of which is the relatively weak state of the ties between individual Slavic nations.  
 
Among the films presented in Brussels are several from former Yugoslavia - Illusion Lost by Matija Majar 
Ziljski, Short Circuits by Janez Lapajne and Labour Equals Freedom by Damjan Kozole from Slovenia, 
Before the Rain by Milco Mancevski and The Secret Book by Vlado Cvetanovski from Macedonia / FYROM, 
Seven and a Half by Miroslav Momcilovic and Run Rabbit, Run by Pavle Vuckovic from Serbia, The Melon 
Route by Branko Schmidt from Croatia and A View From the Eiffel Tower by Nikola Vukcevic from 
Montenegro. 
  

Also shown The Island by Pavel Lounguine from Russia, The Elementary School by Jan Sverak from Czech 
Republic, Warden of the Dead by Ilian Simeonov from Bulgaria, as well as Two Syllables Behind by 
Katarina Sulajova from Slovakia. 
  

 

Slavic Film Festival in Brussels  
 
More information about  
 

http://www.slavicfilmfest.eu/ 
 

http://www.flagey.be/flagey.htm 
 

 

 
WHATÕS NEW IN BRUSSELS?  

 

Question: 

Is it important to be in Brussels?  

Answer: 

Yes, without any doubt! 

Why?  

Because, if you are interested in 

promoting your Region, your company, 

your job, your activities, Brussels offers 

you a unique opportunity for a top 

visibility on all Europe. 

May I have an example?  

Sure! Take the initiative of the Slavic Film 

Festival in Brussels!  

They build up a huge promotion for their 

cultures and countries exploiting their 

Semester of Presidency to the EU Council. 

And this worked!  
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ÒDo you think that the Cohesion Policy is needed?Ó  
EU citizens answer ÒYES!Ó  
Europe needs a strong Cohesion Policy after 2013.  

That is the result of a public consultation realised on the issue by the European 

Commission. EC Commissioner for Regional Policy, Mrs. Danuta Hübner presented the 

document while illustrating the Fifth Progress Report on Economic and Social Cohesion.  

 

The European Commission has launched a survey among European citizens asking them if they think 
that the Regions need a common Cohesion Policy also for the next future.  

Respondents made clear their ongoing commitment to an ambitious policy that plays a major role in 
narrowing disparities across the European Union. The report of the survey shows that convergence is 
being built on solid foundations, driven by growth sectors that Regions and Member States have clearly 
identified as holding maximum potential for the future.  
 

The main points of the CitizensÕ answers:  
Citizens expressed: 

¥ Their consensus on the necessity of an ambitious European Cohesion Policy available to all EU regions; 
they firmly rejected the idea of re-nationalisation of the regional policy. 

¥ Their request for investments focused on European priorities such as innovation, education, support 
for small and medium enterprises, EU-wide infrastructure and the fight against climate change; they 
also called for further "greening" of the policy. 

¥ Their requirements for stronger coordination between Cohesion Policy and other EU sectoral policies in 
the light of complex challenges, and, in this context, ask the Commission to reinforce the link between 
Cohesion Policy and rural development policy. 

¥ Their demand for further simplification of the policy, for more involvements in cooperation with local 
and regional authorities.   

¥ Their favorable opinion Territorial cooperation cross-border, trans-national and interregional 
exchanges seen as one of the best examples of Cohesion Policy's European added value; they are 
convinced that it would be important to invest more resources in those fields. 

 

Background  
The Part One of the Survey Report resumes contributions received between September 2007 and 
February 2008 in a public consultation the European Commission launched on the future of the policy.  

Over 100 contributions were received from national authorities (17 Member States participated, 
accounting for more than 80% of the EU's population), regional and local authorities, economic and 
social partners, academic and research institutions. The contributions are being analysed in the context 
of the Budget Review and reflections on the EU's spending priorities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

More information  
The progress report is available at the following address:  

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/reports/interim5_en.htm 

For more information on the public consultation on the future of regional policy: 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/4thcohesionforum/consultation_en.cfm/

Note  
The European regional policy is designed to bring about concrete results, furthering economic and 
social cohesion to reduce the gap between the development levels of the various regions. From a 
scientific approach, regional policy brings added value to actions on the ground. The policy helps to 
finance concrete projects for regions, towns and their inhabitants. The idea is to create potential so 
that the regions can fully contribute to achieving greater growth and competitiveness and, at the same 
time, to exchange ideas and best practices. 
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MORE  
EU database for project cooperation  
 

The Committee of the Regions and the Council of 
Europe hav e jointly presented a new tool for the 
support to transborder cooperation: the database 
ÒMOREÓ. 

The European database on transfrontier co-
operation “MORE” is a totally free-of-charge, 
online database which provides the possibility of 
looking for potential partners in any type of 
transfrontier, interterritorial or transnational co-
operation projects throughout Council of Europe 
member states and to share experiences and good 
practices of co-cooperation.  

The new instrument is a service of the Council of 
Europe and its Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities.  

It was developed and implemented with the 
support of the Italian government and is now 
public thanks to the support of the the Committee 
of the Regions of the European Union and the 
Council of European Municipalities and Regions. 

MORE is offered to: 

¥ Associations of local and regional 
authorities, 

¥ Local and regional authorities, 

¥ "Euroregions", 

¥ Local authority training institutions. 
 
 

This is a general information notice.  

Full information about the dat a base 
can be found on the institutional 
website, accessible with a direct link 
from www.zlinregioninbrussels.eu  
page ãlinksÒ, section ãInstitutionsÒ  

 

Functions of MORE  
At present, the database can provided to users 
three basic functions: 

1. Search  

Using the Search function, users can carry out 
basic or advanced searches to identify local and 
regional authorities, their associations or training 
institutions looking for partners in transfrontier 
co-operation projects, as well as to learn more 
about their co-operation experiences in different 
areas.  
 

2. New Entity  
 

All subjects representing a local or a regional 
authority, an association of local and regional 
authorities, a “Euroregion” or even a training 
institution, and are interested in being included 
in the database, can simply click on “New Entity” 
to register.  

 
3. Entity Management  
 

Once completed the registration process, the 
“Entity Management” function allows users to 
explain their activities in greater detail, as well 
as to develop their project entry whenever 
necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A moment of the presentation of MORE at the 
Committee of the Regions  

Brussels, 09 June 2008  

 
 

 

Note  
 
MORE is an initiative of the Department of Local 
and Regional Democracy & Good Governance 
and the Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities of the Council of Europe. 
 

MORE has been developed and implemented 
with the support of the Italian government 
within the frame of the Progetto Opportunitá 
delle Regioni in Europa (PORE). 
 

 

FOCUS ON EU 

PROGRAMMS 
 

 

 

 

Section on EU Programmes.  

The Committee of the Regions and the 

Council of Europe launch a new tool for 

the cross - border cooperation initiatives: 

the MORE database.  
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50 th  Anniversary of EUROCHAMBRES, 
the Association of European Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry  
 

On the 5th of June 2008, the Zlin Region in 
Brussels assisted to the celebration for the 50th 
anniversary of EUROCHAMBRES, the Association 
of European Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry. 

Created in 1958, one year after the birth of the 
European Communities, EUROCHAMBRES 
represents nowadays over 19 million enterprises 
in Europe through 46 members (45 national 
associations of Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and 1 transnational Chamber 
Organisation).  
 

It also hosts a network of 2000 regional and local 
Chambers coming from all EU Member States.  
 

EUROCHAMBRES is the sole EU body that serves 
the general interests of European business and 
the only really close to the private sector, as a 
result of its regional focus. 
 

 

The program of the celebration for the 50th anniversary included an intervention of the President of 
the Association, Mr. Pierre Simon, and a cultural gala, entitled „Bel canto & piano – singing Europe“, 
organised at the Royal Musical Conservatory of Belgium. 
 

Mr. Mattia Crosetto and Mrs. Petra Janoskova represented the Region at the event and networked with 
the other partner Regions invited. 

To obtain more information about EUROCHAMBRES and its activities, please see: 

www.eurochambres.be 

 
Activities at the Committee of the Regions 
Summer University 2008  

 

The European People’s Party (EPP) once again joint 
forces with the Committee of the Regions to organise 
the third edition of the Summer University for local 
and regional journalists in Brussels.  

The edition 2008 took place on 10- 11 June 2008.  

More than sixty journalists from all EU regions and 
cities in the 27 EU Member States were invited to 
take part to the event in Brussels which was 
dedicated to intercultural and interfaith dialogue.  

The first session of the program provided participants 
with the opportunity to exchange views with 
representatives of the EU institutions and within this 
context, also Mr. Jan Fígel’, European Commissioner 
for Education, Training, Culture and Youth and Erna 
Hennicot-Schoepges, Member of the European 
Parliament. The second day of the Summer University 
was dedicated to communication of EU affairs and 
provided an opportunity to share the best methods 
for accessing and using information about the 
European Union. It was concluded with the audition 
of the European Commission Midday Briefing. 
 

! Two moments of the Summer University 2008:  
up : the official briefing ;  down :  Mr. Benesik with Ms. 
Janoskova and one of the journalists from Zlin.  

 

 

SHORTS FROM BRUSSELS  
 

 

 

This year, EUROCHAMBRES, the 

Association of the European Chambers of 

Commerce, celebrates its 50th 

Anniversary. With the age of the EEC, the 

Association represents a good example of 

how important is to stay in touch with 

Brussels, even for the private sector. 
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Calls 
 

 
 
 

for proposals  
 

 

 
Media  
 
 

 

Call for proposal for the implementation of pilot projects 

Deadline:     07. 07. 2008  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:113:0011:0011:EN:PDF 

 

 
Media  
 
 

 

 Call for proposals — Support to video on demand and digital cinema 

Deadline:     14. 07. 2008  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:113:0012:0012:EN:PDF 

 
 
Education  
 
 

 

Lifelong Learning Programme – Lifelong Learning Strategies 

Deadline:     13. 08. 2008  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:067:0048:0049:EN:PDF 

 

 
Innovation  
 
 

 

Innovative Medicine Initiative (IMI) – Expressions of Interest 
Annual implementation plan 2008 

Deadline:    15. 07. 2008  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:152:0026:0026:EN:PDF 

 
 
CIP  
 
 

 

Eco Innovation Projects 

Deadline:     11. 09. 2008  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:100:0020:0020:EN:PDF 

 
Civil Society  
 

 

Civil Protection – Preparatory action on EU rapid response capability 

Deadline:     15. 07. 2008  
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/call_for_proposals/index_en.htm  

 
Civil Society  
 

 

Ambient Assisted Living Joint Programme 2008 
New technologies for assisting elderly people 

Deadline: 21. 08. 2008   
http://www.aal-europe.eu/aal-2008-1 
 

 
Civil Society   
 

 

Youth in Action – Information activities on the 2009 Elections 

Deadline:     15. 07. 2008  

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:117:0030:0031:EN:PDF  
 

 
Civil Society  
 

 

Civil Protection – Preparatory action on an EU rapid response capability 

Deadline: 22. 08. 2008   
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:135:0004:0004:EN:PDF 
 

 
COST  
 

 

EU Cooperation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research  

Deadline: 26. 09. 2008   
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:096:0051:0052:EN:PDF 
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Zlin Region in Brussels  
The Rose House  
46, Boulevard de la Cambre Ð B1000 Bruxelles  
Tel. (32) 2 641.17.60 Ð Fax (32) 2 641.17.69  
email  : info@zl inregioninbrussels.eu  

 
 
 

Vacancies in Europe  
 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights  

¥ Legal research  

Vacancy notice: TA-PL-AD10-2008 

Program Manager  

Place of work: Vienna, Austria  

Deadline:  20. 07. 2008 

Info: http://fra.europa.eu/fra/index.php 

 

Eu ropean Union Agency for Fundamental Rights  

¥ Social research  

Vacancy notice: TA-PS-AD6-2008 

Program Manager  

Place of work: Vienna, Austria  

Deadline:  20. 07. 2008 

Info: http://fra.europa.eu/fra/index.php 
 

 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights  

¥ Admin istration and Finance  

Vacancy notice: TA-FM-AD9-2008 

Finance Manager  

Place of work: Vienna, Austria  

Deadline:  20. 07. 2008 

Info: http://fra.europa.eu/fra/index.phpL 
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CALENDAR  

 
JULY  
 

01 - 02. 07. 2008  
Open Days 2008 

Investors Café 2008 

Training for organisers 

Committee of the Regions  

Brussels, Belgium 
 
02. 07. 2008  
SupPolicy Project  

Orgnisation of Steering 
Committee and Workshop  

in Zlin  

Meeting with Partners  

Brussels, Belgium 
 
07 - 10. 07. 2008  
European Parliament  

Plenary Session and 
presentation of the French 
Presidency  

Strasbourg, France 
 
18 - 22. 07. 2008  
ESOF 2008  

Euroscience Open Forum 

EU experts in research and 
innovation 

Barcellona, Spain  
 
 

Year 5, no.12  2  
June 2008  
 

Form closed:  
30. 6. 2008  


