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Dear readers, 

In its new Communication "Better careers and more mobility: a 
European Partnership for Researchers ", the European Commission is 
trying to build up a new partnership the EU with Member States to 
ensure more opportunities for university students, young researchers 
and all scientists engaged in R&D, innovation, science and technology. 

In fact, in Europe we need to free the potential of our excellent 
researchers if we want to achieve Europe's wider Lisbon agenda 
ambitions and make the European Research Area a reality.  

Too many of the young researchers have to wait too long for the chance 
to become independent experts in their own right due to outdated 
national legislation and practices. The vision of the EC is of a "fifth 
freedom"– the freedom of knowledge, where students, scientists, and 
academics can take advantage of a healthy European labour market and 
find opportunities in different institutions, sectors and countries at all 
stages of their careers.  

What is at stake is whether Europe can remain and develop as a world-
class location for R&D in the long term. 

In many Member States, there is still limited competition-based 
recruitment in the public sector. Short-term contracts are the norm for 
young researchers and advancement can often be based on seniority 
not performance. Many researchers are also trained in a traditional 
academic way which does not equip them for the needs of the modern 
knowledge economy where connections between industry and public 
research institutions are increasingly important. Today's researchers 
may need to manage intellectual property, conduct multi-disciplinary 
projects or start up their own company. 

The European Union is working to solve this problem and offert to young 
people better perspectives for their professional careers in the field of 
research. A good help from Brussels to young, determined and 
motivated young people. 
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BRUSSELS 

New European initiative for 
the intercultural dialogue with 
China: the EC ready to 
present the EU-Window  
Programme. 
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FOCUS ON EU 

PROGRAMMES  

Officially launched the New 
Operational Program for 
cooperation between Czech 
Republic and Slovak Republic.  
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SHORTS FROM 

BRUSSELS   

The Representative Office in 

Brussels at work for the 

SupPolicy project and for the 

Semester of Czech Presidency 

to the EU Council. 

The program starts to be rich 

of contents and events … 
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VACANCIES IN EUROPE 

Don’t forget to have a look at 
our calendar of EU events and 
at the vacancies currently 
published by the EC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     Sincerely, 

                                   

Mattia Crosetto 

The Head of Office 

Zlin Region in Brussels 
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Open Days 2008: partners work on the 

offcial program of their events  
 

On the 30th of May 2008, the Representative 
Office of the Zlin Region in Brussels took part to 
the meeting organised by the Committee of the 
Regions for the organisation of the Open Days 
2008.  
 

The meeting was mainly devoted to the 
presentation of the materials that CoR has 
prepared for the promotion of the event. A series 
of communication tools will be made available to 
participants and interested parties. It includes an 
official brochure of the Open Days program, a 
dedicated website and a catalogue of all the 
participating Regions. Posters and banners for the 
decoration of the venues in Brussels complete the 
communication palette.  
 

A part of the meeting was then reserved to the 
organisation of the Investors Café, the meeting 
place for companies and financial operators 
interested in regional development, and to the 
local events. 
  

Next meeting has been scheduled for the middle of 
June. 
 

 

Conglomerate BIRTH – Bringing Innovative Regions Together for Health 

 

Indicative Program 
 

At present, the whole program defined by the partners of BIRTH includes the following appointments: 
 

Tuesday 07.10.2008, 19h00  

Traditional party at the Rose House  
 

Wednesday 08.10.2008, 09H00-12h30 

Seminar 1 – Maximising health gain: new financial models and use of Structural Funds 

Venue: West Midlands in Europe  
 

Wednesday 08.10.2008, 14H30-16h15 

Seminar 2 – Regional innovation for a healthier Europe: review of project proposals 

Venue: West Midlands in Europe  
 

Wednesday 08.10.2008, 16H45-18h30 

EUREGHA Seminar2 – Re-engineering the hospitals - Venue: Veneto Region in Europe  
 

Wednesday 08.10.2008, 18h30 

EUREGHA Reception - Venue: Veneto Region in Europe  

 

About the Open Days 2008 

The Open Days Week will occur from 6 to 9 October 2008 in Brussels. Around 5000 experts are 
expected to come for a comprehensive debate about the present and the future of the common regional 
policy. 

A total of 217 Regions from 32 countries grouped in 22 conglomerate will take part to the event. 
Participants come from all EU Member States – except for Luxembourg – while the others come from 
Turkey, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Iceland, Norway and Switzerland. They will organise about 270 
events in October 2008, 230 of which all over Europe and 40 seminars in around 20 regional offices in 
Brussels. Another 30-40 seminars will be organised in cooperation with the CoR and the EC in the frame 
of the Investors’ Cafè. 

 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN BRUSSELS? 
 

 
 

 
 

The organisation of the Open Days 2008 

continues.  

Partner of the conglomerate BIRTH met 

for the definition of the agenda for the 07 

and 08 October 2008. Seminars and 

complementary events have now their 

place in the official program of the 

Committee of the Regions. 
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New EU Window Initiative 

China – Europe language cooperation program  
On June 2, 2008, the European Commissioner for Multilingualism, Mr. Leonard Orban, 

and the Vice Minister of Education of China, Mr. Zhang Xinsheng, will officially launch 

the China-EU Language Exchange Programme, entitled "EU Window".  

There will be a launching ceremony at the President's Gallery of the Berlaymont 

Building, the headquarte of the European Commission. 

 

The "EU Window" is a four-year project (2009-2013) presented on 
the occasion of the 10th China-EU Summit (November 2007) and 
sponsored by the Chinese Government.  

It will provide opportunities for 200 European school teachers of 
Chinese language as well as 400 school headmasters from Member 
States to enhance their Chinese proficiency and the understanding 
of Chinese culture.  

 

 

Shorts about the program  

The first phase of the Programme EU WINDOW will last for two years and will consist of two activities: 

• Summer training for 50 Chinese Language teachers from EU member states 

• A ten day study visit of 100 School Headmasters and Education Administrators from EU member 
states. 

Participants will be responsible for their own international travel expenses with other expenses in China 
being borne by China. 

 

More in detail  

In the first edition of the China-EU language scholarship scheme (carried out in 2007) targeted at 
students, approximately 100 European students received scholarships to study Chinese in China. Most of 
students came from Poland (23), Germany (17), Italy (15) and Belgium (8). 

In the context of EU-China structural dialogue in the field of education and culture a first technical 
meeting between representatives of the Commission and the Chinese MoE took place on 31 January 
2008 in Brussels. The parties agreed on 3 main priority subjects (language teaching, joint PhDs and 
education through sport) to be developed into cooperation activities in the two forthcoming years. 

The first activity will be the organisation of a conference on languages to be held in Beijing in March 
2009 which should coincide with the visit of Commissioner Orban to China. In order to prepare the 
conference a steering group is being created. It will be made up of Chinese and European language 
experts. 

 

About the Cultural cooperation EU-China  

China continues to be among the best performing countries under Erasmus Mundus(education mobility 
programmes). 450 Chinese students (out of a total of approx. 4000) have benefited or are benefiting 
from scholarships to study in Europe and 20 Chinese universities participate in partnerships with 
Erasmus Mundus consortia. 

 

More information 

Languages in the EU: http://europa.eu/languages/ 

Chinese Mission to the EU: http://www.chinamission.be/eng/ofzz/t398585.htm 

About China-Europe International Business School: 

http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/video/video_prod_en.cfm?type=detail&prodid=6004&src=1  

http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/video/video_prod_en.cfm?type=detail&prodid=6003&src=1 
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Structural Funds  

Operational Program CZ-SK 2007-13  
 

The European Commission has formally launched 
the Operational Program ÒCzech Republic Ð 
SlovakiaÓ under the Territorial Cooperation 
Objective of Structural Funds 2007 -13.  
 

The Operational Program “Czech Republic – 
Slovakia” involves providing Community support as 
part of the European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) for the following regions along the Slovak-
Czech border:  

- Jihomoravsk! kraj, Zlínsk! kraj and 
Moravskoslezsk! kraj in the Czech Republic 

- Trnavsk! kraj, Tren"iansk! kraj and #ilinsk! kraj 
in Slovakia;  

The Operational Programme falls within the frame 
laid out for the European Territorial Cooperation 
Objective and has a total budget of around $109 
million. Community funding through the ERDF 
amounts to some $93 million, which represents 
approximately 1.1% of the total EU investment 
earmarked for the European Territorial Cooperation 
Objective under the Cohesion Policy 2007-13. 

The overall objective of the Programme is to 
support joint development of the regions within the 
common Schengen area.  
The global objective of the Programme is to 
increase cohesion and convergence of the cross 
border region. 
 
 

This is a general information notice.  

Full information ab out the Structural 
Funds can be obtained from EC DG 
REGIO or from the Czech Ministry 
for Finance and the Ministry for 
Regional Development  

 

Priorities  
The Operational Programme is structures along 
the following priorities: 

Priority 1: Support of social, cultural and 
economic development and 
cooperation in the cross border 
region  

[approximately 54.0% of total funding] 

The aim of this priority is to support: 

• joint cooperation and networking; 

• renewal and preservation of regional cultural 
traditions; 

• a common approach to Human Resources 
and education development; 

• cross border economic development 
activities improvement; and the potential of 
tourism so as to highlight its economic 
importance in the cross border region while 
supporting the development of shared 
tourism products.  

 

 

Priority 2:  Development of cross border region 
accessibility and environment   

[approximately 40.0% of total funding] 

The aim of this priority is to: 

• increase the cross border region 
accessibility; 

• maintain the regional and local identification 
and character of the landscape within the 
cross border region; and 

• create the required conditions for the 
regeneration and the sustainability of 
environmental quality. 

Priority 3:   Technical assistance  

[approximately 6.0% of total funding] 

Technical assistance pertains to the 
management of the Programme; including 
information and communication activities. 
 
 

 

Managing Authority  

Ms Andrea Raj"áková 

Ministry for Construction and Regional 
Development   

Department of Cross Border Co-operation 

Prievozská 2/B 

Bratislava 825 25 

Slovakia 

Telephone: + 421 2 5831 7466 

E-mail: rajcakova@build.gov.sk  
 

Website: www.build.gov.sk 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/youth/index_en.htm 

 

 

FOCUS ON EU 

PROGRAMMS 
 

 

 

Section on EU Programmes.  

A new opportunity for the cross-border 

cooperation initiatives between the Zlin 

Region and the Trencin Region. 
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The Representative Office in Brussels 

has prepared the concept for workshop 

and Steering Committee in Zlin 
 

The workplan of the SupPolicy project includes a 
final workshop to be organised in parallel with a 
meeting of the Streering Committee.  

This two events will occur on the 24-25 of 
September 2008 in the Zlín Region.  

This is an opportunity that can be raised in two 
directions. 

First of all, the workshop provides to the project 
partners together with the final beneficiaries and  
local decision-makers involved in the innovation-
oriented activities the possibility of assessing the 
main results achieved in the implementation 
phase. Secondly, it gives the chance for 
examining the possible follow-up of the project in 
the perspective of the 7th Framework Program or 
of other EU initiative. The workshopis also a new 
occasion for local tourism operators and firms to 
promote the Zlín Region at the EU level. 

 

These are the reasons inspiring the concept prepared by the Representative Office.  

The concept that involves not only the partners of the SupPolicy project (Finlombarda SpA, IReR, ISI-
Fraunhofer, Sodercan and IBS), but also partners from the bordering Regions. However, the present 
concept is merely a proposal to the Zlín Region and the partners of SupPolicy for a first brainstorming 
about contents and timing of the scheduled events. As a proposal, it is opened to comments, 
suggestions, modifications and integrations from all interested parties.  

The final version of the concept will naturally take into account all the proposals made. 

 

Semester of Czech Presidency to the EU Council  

The Zlin Region in Brussels works as coordinator for the joint cultural event 
 

The Czech Regions in Brussels met for an informal meeting at Committee of the Regions on the 30th 
of May 2008. 

Main topic on the agenda was the preparation of the common cultural contest for the Semester of 
Czech Presidency to the EU Council. Participants discussed the basic elements of the contest : the 
theme, its title, the target artists and the conditions for participation and selection of winning 
masterpieces. 

The Zlin Region in Brussels proposed the title « Think 20 : generation new Europe». This relates to 
the 20 years passed from the crash of the iron wall and stimulates the imagination on the future of 
Europe. This title will be discussed with other proposals and then the best idea will be retained. 

The Czech Regions agreed on the idea of preparing a joint letter to raise the contest among young 
artists. The Olomouc Region will prepare a draft of the letter and will propose it to partner for 
approval. Next meeting is scheduled for Friday 06.06.08. 

 

Semester of Czech Presidency to the EU Council  

The Zlin Region in Brussels works also for the events in the Region 
 

The Semester of Presidency to the EU Council will represent an important opportunity for 
strengthening the role for the Czech Regions in Europe. The Zlin Region in Brussels is working to 
raise this opportunity with initiatives both in the Capital of Europe and in the Region. 

Zlin will host the informal meeting of the EU Ministries for Social Affairs. In that frame, the Zlin 
Region in Brussels has discussed and defined a program for the meeting in Zlin of the European 
Youth Forum, an international association engaged in proposing EU policies for young people in the 
field of education, employment and social affairs. 

The basic program has been approved by the EU Youth Forum and is supported by the European 
Commission. Now, we have to verify at the national level all the organizational ssues. 

 
 

 

SHORTS FROM BRUSSELS 
 

 

 

The Representative Office of the Zlin 

Region in Brussels continues its activities 

for the implementation of the SupPolicy 

project.  

Now, the attention is focused on the next 

events that will occur in the Zlin Region, 

when partners from Italy, Spain, Estonia, 

Germany as well as the Officer from the 

EC wil be in Zlin. 
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Calls 
 

 

 

 

for proposals 
 

 

 
Media 

 
 

 

Call for proposal for the implementation of pilot projects 

Deadline:     07. 07. 2008  

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:113:0011:0011:EN:
PDF 

 

 
Media  

 
 

 

 Call for proposals — ‘Preparatory Action MEDIA International’  

Deadline:     13. 06. 2008  

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:067:0048:0049:EN:
PDF 

 

 
Education  

 
 

 

Lifelong Learning Programme – Lifelong Learning Strategies 

Deadline:     13. 08. 2008  

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:067:0048:0049:EN:
PDF 

 

 
Education 

 
 

 

Youth in Action Programme 
Information activities for young people and young workers 

Deadline:    30. 06. 2008  

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:031:0014:0015:EN:
PDF 

 

 

Education 
 
 

 

ICI Programme – Cooperation with Australia, Japan, Korea and New Zealand 

Call for proposals — DG EAC/14/08 

Deadline:    06. 06. 2008  

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:086:0034:0035:EN:
PDF 

 
Energy  
 

 

Intelligent Energy for Europe – Call 2008  

Deadline:     26. 06. 2008  

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/call_for_proposals/index_en.htm  

 

Civil Society 

 

 

Ambient Assisted Living Joint Programme 2008 
New technologies for assisting elderly people 

Deadline: 21. 08. 2008  

http://www.aal-europe.eu/aal-2008-1 
 

 
Civil Society   
 

 

Europe for Citizens’ Programme 

Deadline:     01. 07. 2008 

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:104:0037:0038:EN:
PDF 
 

 
COST 
 

 

EU Cooperation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research  

Deadline: 26. 09. 2008  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:096:0051:0052:EN:
PDF 
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Zlin Region in Brussels  
The Rose House 

46, Boulevard de la Cambre – B1000 Bruxelles 

Tel. (32) 2 641.17.60 – Fax (32) 2 641.17.69 

email : info@zlinregioninbrussels.eu 

 
 
 

Vacancies in Europe 
 

European Commission - Artemis Joint Undertaking 

• EU initiative in the field of Computer Embedded Sustems 

Vacancy notice: COM/2008/10060 

Executive Director  

Place of work: Brussels, Belgium 

Deadline:  25. 06. 2008 

Info: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:130A:SOM:EN:HTML 

 

European Commission – ENIAC Joint Undertaking 

• EU initiative in the field of nanoelectronics 

Vacancy notice: COM/2008/10061 

Executive Director  

Place of work: Brussels, Belgium 

Deadline:  25. 06. 2008 

Info: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:130A:SOM:EN:HTML 
 

 

EuroJust  

• EU body for crossborder cooperation against crime 

Vacancy notice: 08/EJ/173 

Administrative Director 

Place of work: Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

Deadline:  30. 06. 2008 

Info: http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:132A:SOM:EN:HTML 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors reserve the rights to abridge the articles, respectively for their stylistic and linguistic 
adjustment. The author accounts for objective accuracy. The material contained in this 
publication is provided for general information purposes only and does not contain a 
comprehensive analysis of each item described. Links to external sites should facilitate 
readers’ access to information and we do not take responsibility for the currency of the links 
or the contents of the web pages referred to. • Publisher: Representative Office of the Zlin 
Region in Brussels • Body of Editors: Mattia Crosetto, Petra Jano%ková • Graphic design: 
HAL9000Limited ! 2007 

 

 

CALENDAR  

 
JUNE 
 

07. 06. 2008 

Journée Portes Ouvertes  

2008 

The Fair of EU Regions 

Committee of the Regions  

Brussels, Belgium 
 

10. 06. 2008 

Czech Semester of Presidency  

TEN-T Seminar 

Organisational seminar at  

EC - DG TREN  

Brussels, Belgium 
 

12. 06. 2008 

Czech Street Party  

Edition 2008 

Czech Permanent 
Representation  

Brussels, Belgium 
 

17-19. 06. 2008 

75th Plenary Session   

Committee of the Regions 

Summer University and local 
Journalists  

Brussels, Belgium 
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Form closed:  

31. 5. 2008 


