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Dear readers,  

The Structural Funds are now operational in almost all the EU Countries. 
It is so possible to draw an interesting picture of the priorities in 
Regional development all around Europe.  

Globalisation, climate change,  migration trends and ageing populations 
are the modern challenges taken up by the EU's regional operational 
programmes. But it is economic growth and jobs which will get the lion's 
share of the money.  

The largest part of the money will be spent through th e European social 
fund , the main way the EU invests in people.  

To make this a reality, regions eligible for  EU funding  have identified 
clear targets.  

In Spain, research and development fundin g will more than double, to 
!8 billions.  

Information and communication technologies will benefit from !15.3 
billions, double the funding in 2000 -06. Poland, Italy, Greece, Slovakia 
and Spain are pledging the largest budgets  

Finland will support business st art -ups with !343 million, while Poland 
will cut the number of days required to set up a company from 60 to 7.  

Nearly !26 billions will be invested in improving the quality and 
availability of education and training, including support for projects 
boosting  lifelong learning and encouraging students to complete their 
courses, especially in Portugal, Greece and Italy.  

The environment will see investment worth !105 billiona. Latvia plans 
to increase coverage of waste -water management from 9% to 62% of 
its popu lation.  

These are just some of the commitments made. The next step is to 
identify projects on the ground so funding can be channelled into 
concrete results.  
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                                     Sincerely,  

                                   

Mattia Crosetto  

The Head of Office  
Zlin Region in Brussels  
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Europe discusses of Climate change and 

reconciliation  
 

On the initiative of the President of t he European 
Commission, JosŽ Manuel Barroso, an informal 
dialogue took place on 5 May in the headquarters of 
the European Commission, bringing together around 
twenty high - level representatives of Christianity, 
Judaism and Islam in Europe.  
 

The meeting was  co -chaired by EC President Barroso, 
Slovenian Prime Minister and current President of the 
European Council, Janez Jan "a, and the President of 
the European Parliament, Hans -Gert Pšttering.  
 

This year, discussions centred around "Climate 
change: an ethical  challenge for all cultures".  
 

At the opening up of the meeting, President Barroso 
declared: "Climate change obliges all of us to take 

urgent action. Each part of civil society must 

contribute to ensuring a sustainable future of our 

planet. Thanks to their outreach and role in our 

societies, religions and communities of belief are well 

placed to make a valuable contribution in mobilising 

them for a sustainable future. Let's unite in our 

common endeavour and prove that the preachers of a 

clash of civilisations are wrong”. 
 

 

The President of the European Counil, Janez Jan "a, insisted: "The environment is not only natural but also a 
sacred place. Community and loyalty between man, nature and the Creator is a basic principle of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam a like. Climate change requires us to rethink how we channel imagination, ingenuity 
and entrepreneurship into creating a world, free of dependence on fossil fuels, and yet prosperous and 
connected as never before. This would not mean that we should get away with what we have achieved. We 
should only rethink our achievements and look at them from a different point of view."  

As 2008 is the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue, the high - level meeting is a welcome opportunity to 
focus also on the topic of "Rec onciliation through intercultural and inter - faith dialogue".  

EP President Pšttering said "Intercultural dialogue is a key instrument to building bridges between people 
and to safeguarding peace based on mutual respect. Intercultural dialogue therefore is a lso an important 
contribution to the European Union's relations with its neighbouring countries, in particular in the 
Mediterranean Region.   

 

 

Participants of the meeting shared their views on the two main themes and agreed on the essential role 
of relig ions and communities of belief in tackling our common challenges and mobilising our societies for 
a sustainable future. Participants demonstrated their willingness and commitment to continue this 
important dialogue, among themselves and with the European i nstitutions.  

Commissioners Benita Ferrero -Waldner and J‡n Figel' as well as European Parliament Vice President 
Mario Mauro also took part in the religious leaders' meeting.  
 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN BRUSSELS? 
 

 
 

The fourth annual meeting with religious 

leaders, the second involving the 

Presidents of three European institutions 

(EU Commission, Parliament and Council) 

occurred in Brussels on the 5th of May 

2008.  

In the agenda of the initiative, launched by 

President Barroso in 2005, climate change 

and peaceful relations.  

 

 

 

 

A photo-group of 

the religious 

leaders and the 

EU Presidente of 

Parliament, 

Commission and 

Council  
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New EU campaign “Cultures on my Street”  

An international photo-contest for all citizens  
How many times have you walked down a street in your neighbourhood and wondered 

just how so many different people came to live together in this particular place? 

Everyone has a story. Now that the borders within Europe are fading, people from an 

even greater mix of cultures and backgrounds are coming together, mingling their 

voices in an ever growing dialogue of their unique stories and experiences. 

As Europe grows together in its diversity, the European 
Commission challenges all citizens to captu re their vision of 
intercultural dialogue and share it with the world in the 
competition ÒCultures on my streetÓ. All European residents, 
regardless of age or origins, are invited to participate. ItÕs as easy 
as grabbing a camera and stepping outside the f ront door .  
 

Inspiration for the theme could be found in the fields of education, 
religion, migration, science, culture, minority groups or youth. 
Participants are free to explore the possibility of retouching and 
editing their photos, or making photo coll ages and montages.   

 

Conditions for participation  

• The competition is open to all EU residents.  
• Each participant may enter a maximum of three photos.  
• Participants should keep copies of all material submitted as entries will not be returned.  
• All participant s must register for the competition by completing the official entry form.  
• All participants must certify on the entry form that the material is their own and copyrights have not 

been violated.  
• Participants must prove that all individuals depicted in the su bmitted photos have agreed to be used 

for this purpose. Accordingly a waiver for this purpose will be available for download on  the website . 
• All participants must agree to the subsequent use of their photo material by the European Commission 

for measures related to the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008.  

• The deadline to enter is 30 June 2008.  
 

Photos  

Among the other re quirements, the original photos have to respect the following points.  
• The photo motif should capture your vision of intercultural dialogue. Go out to your neighborhood, 

walk through the streets of your town and catch that special moment when cultures meet.  This might 
be people talking, learning, praying, laughing or simply being together.  

• The photo should have a universal appeal for people all across the EU.  
• The photos may be edited by the participant. This means that the presentation of the motif may be 

ma nipulated in colour or composition (montage, collage, retouching etc.) to differ from the original 
motif. Re -sharpening and correction of the tonal value is also permitted.  

 

Prizes  

• The 1st prize is a professional digital EOS 5D camera from Canon with a 24  -105mm zoom lens. The 
first prize winner will also be rewarded with a trip to three European capital cities (2 days per city, for 
6 days in total).  (The first prize has an equivalent value of approx. !5,000)  

• The 2nd prize is a professional digital D300 c amera by Nikon with a 18 -200 zoom lens. The winner of 
the second prize will receive a trip through two European capital cities (2 days per city, for 4 days in 
total). (Second prize has an equivalent value of approx. !3,000)  

• The 3rd prize is a digital K10 D  camera by Pentax with a 18 -55 mm zoom lens and 55 -200mm zoom 
lens, along with a two -day trip to one capital city in Europe.  (Third prize has an equivalent value of 
approx. !2,000)  

 

More information 

The full text of the regulation of the EU Program is ava ilable at:  

http://www.street - cultures.eu/843.0.html
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YOUTH in Action Programme  

The new call for proposals 
 

The European Commission has published a new call 

for proposals in the field of Youth.  
 

This call for proposals seeks to support projects that 
draw the attention of young people and youth 
workers to information and communication actions 
with a European accent. Proposed projects must 
result in a greater provision of quality information 
and improve young people's access nationally and at 
European le vel to information and various 
communication outlets.  
 

Overall, proposed projects shall seek to encourage 
involvement by young people in public life and to 
facilitate the realisation of their potential as active, 
responsible citizens.  
 

Preference will be  given to innovative and wide -
ranging projects focusing on subjects that are topical 
or of interest to young people or youth workers, and 
which ref lect the priorities of the Ô Youth in ActionÕ 
programme, namely:  
 

Ñ  participation of young people  
Ñ  cultura l diversity  
Ñ  european citizenship  
Ñ  inclusion of marginalized young people  
 
The end beneficiaries of these projects are young 
people and people working in the youth sector, either  
within youth organisations or youth structures, or for 
regional and loc al authorities.  
 
 

This is a general information notice.  

The full version of this call and the 

application forms are available at 

the following web address:  

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/youth/call

s2008/index_en.htm  

 

Participants  

Proposals must be submitte d only by non -profit 
making or non governmental organisations, or 
by local or regional public bodies, that are 
endowed with legal personality and were legally 
established at least one year before the date of 
submission of their application in one of the 
countries covered by the programme.  
 

The programme countries are the Member 
States of the European Union, the countries of 
the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) 
which are par ties to the agreement on the 
European Economic Area (EEA): Iceland, 
Liechtens tein and Nor way, the candidate 
countries for which a pre - accession strategy has 
been established (Turkey).  
 

Projects must involve partners from at least two 
different countries (including the applicant 
organisation), at least one of which must have 
its r egistered office in one of the EU Member 
States.  
  

Applications must be sent to the Education, 
Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency by 30 
June 2008 at the latest, as evidenced by the 
postmark.  
 

 

Budget  

The total budget allocated to all the co - finance d 
projects under the call for proposals is estimated 
to be EUR 900.000.  
 

Financial assistance from Europe may not 
exceed the maximum of 80% of the project's 
total eligible expenses.  
 

The maximum grant per project may not exceed 
EUR 100 000.  
 

Project act ivities must start between 1 January 
2009 and 31 March 2009. Projects must run for 
at least 12 months but no more than 18 months.  
 

Applications must comply with the requirements 
set out in the full version of this call for 
proposals and be submitted using the form 
provided.  
 
 

 

Executive Agency  

Postal address:  
Education Audiovisual & Culture Executive 
Agency (EACEA)  
Avenue du Bourget 1  
BOUR BE-1140  
Brussels  Ð Belgium  
 

Youth Programme website:  

For info about the Youth Programme and the 
calls in the fiel d:  

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/youth/index_en.htm  

 

 

FOCUS ON EU 

PROGRAMMS 
 

 

 

Section on EU Programmes.  

A new opportunity for the organisations 

active in the field of Youth and 

communication. 
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The Representative Office in Brussels 

brings the Zlin Region in Brussels into a 

European strategic network 
 

Public health and health -care are strategic issues 
not only as essential elements of the quality  of 
life of all citizens, but also as factors of a 
sustainable socio -economic development.  

The importance of the efficient management of 
healthcare in an ageing society is more and more 
evident. Even the European Union is aware of 
that and is multiplying its engagement for 
supporting all the involved parties (national and 
regional governments, local administrations, 
private entities, etc.) in defining modern and 
effective models for the provision of services in 
this field.  

The Zlin Region in Brussels has s tarted working 
hard on this topic and has decided to create a 
partnership around healthcare for the next Open 
Days (BIRTH Ð Bringing Innovative Regions 
Together for Health).  

 
 

In May 2008, the Representative Office in Brussels has made a new important step  in the field. It has 
prepared and presented the candidature of the Zlin Region for the membership within EUREGHA, the 
European Regional and Local health Authorities Network. Created on January 30th 2006 following an 
opinion of the Committee of Regions and  the support of the European Commission, the network aims 
to provide a forum where regional and local authorities and the European Commission can exchange 
information, ideas and experiences on health care issues.  
 

The candidature has been accepted and the Zlin Region is now registered as a member of the network.  

Future steps will include the meeting with the partner coordinators for a joint exam of possible joint 
initiatives and projects to be launched for mutual cooperation in the field of advanced servic es and 
infrastructures for the health - care.  

 
SupPolicy Project  

The Zlin Region in Brussels contributes with an original paper  
 

On the meeting of the 23 rd  of April 2008 in Milan, the 
partners of the SupPolicy project discussed about a possible 
model repr oducing the typical decision - making process 
usually adopted for the promotion of innovation oriented 
policies at the Regional level.  

The model should serve as a basis for the definition of 
quick, efficient and effective strategies in the field of 
innovati on at the local level. The Zlin Region in Brussels 
participated to the meeting and took notes of the essential 
features of the model.  

Once back, it has started working on its possible application within the Region, especially in the frame 
of the newly appr oved Regional Innovation Strategy Ð RIS Zlin.  

The result has been an operational paper that ÒreadsÓ the model through its application within the 
decision -making procedures of the Region. Some comments also integrate the paper, and notably with 
reference to  the strategic issues (such as the time, the human skills, the resources, etc.) needed for an 
effective formulation and implementation of the innovation policy at the local level.  
 

The paper has been addressed to the Project Coordinator (Finlombarda) that will make it circulate for 
comments to the other partners. Future discussions should lead to the definition of the final version of 
the model that will be proposed for assessment to the next workshop of SupPolicy, scheduled for 
September 2008 in Zlin.  
 
 

 

 

SHORTS FROM BRUSSELS 
 

 

 

The European Regional and Local Health 

Autorities is an international network 

grouping partners from all over the EU.  

It encourages the exchange of 

information and practices in the field of 

public health and health-care 

management. The Zlin Region is now full 

member of this prestigious network.  
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Calls  
 

 

 

 

for proposals 
 

 

 
Media 

 
 

 

Call for proposal for the implementation of pilot projects  

Deadline:     07. 07. 2008  

http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:113:0011:0011:EN:
PDF 

 

 
Culture  

 
 

 

Special actions of cultural coop eration with and in third countries  
 
 

Deadline:     01. 06. 2008  
http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:071:0002:0003:EN:
PDF  

 

 
Media 

 
 

 

Call for proposals Ñ  ÔPreparatory Action MEDIA InternationalÕ  

Deadline:     13. 06. 2008  

http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:067:0048:0049:EN:
PDF 

 

 
Education 

 
 

 

Youth in Action Programme  
Information activities for y oung people and young workers  

Deadline:    15. 07. 2008  

http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:117:0030:0031:EN:
PDF 

 

 

Education 
 
 

 

ICI Programme Ð Cooperation with Australia, Japan, Korea and New Zealand  

Call for proposals Ñ  DG E AC/14/08  

Deadline:    06. 06. 2008  

http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:086:0034:0035:EN:
PDF 

 
Energy  
 

 

Intelligent Energy for Europe Ð Call 2008   

Deadline:     26. 06. 2008  

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/call_for_prop osals/index_en.htm   

 

Civil Society 

 

 

Ambient Assisted Living Joint Programme 2008  
New technologies for assisting elderly people  

Deadline :  21. 08. 2008  

http://www.aal -europe.eu/aal -2008 -1 
 

 
Civil Society   
 

 

Europe for CitizensÕ Programme  

Deadline:     01. 07. 2008 

http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:104:0037:0038:EN:
PDF 
 

 
COST 
 

 

EU Cooperation in the field of Scientific and T echnical Research  

Deadline :  26. 09. 2008  
http://eur -
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:096:0051:0052:EN:
PDF 
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Zlin Region in Brussels  
The Rose House 

46, Boulevard de la Cambre – B1000 Bruxelles 

Tel. (32) 2 641.17.60 – Fax (32) 2 641.17.69 

email : info@zlinregioninbrussels.eu 

 
 
 

Vacancies in Europe 
 

European Environment Agency  

• Experts for the Scientific Committee 

Vacan cy notice: Call 2008, area no. (indicate number accordingly)  

Area 1. Atmospheric processes, air pollution, climate change  

Place of work: Copenhagen, Denmark  

Deadline:  30. 06. 2008  

Info:  http://www.eea.europa.eu/organisation/jbs/index.html  
 

European Environment Agency  

• Experts for the Scientific Committee 

Vacancy notice: Call 2008, area no. (indicate number accordingly)  

Area 2. Biodiversity  

Place of work: Copenhagen, Denmark  

Deadline:  30. 06. 2008  

Info:  http://www.eea.europa.eu/organisation/jbs/index.html  
 

 

European Environment Agency  

• Experts for the Scientific Committee 

Vacancy notice: Call 2008, area no. (indicate number accordingly)  

Area 3. Business & environmental entrepreneurship  

Place of work: Copenhagen, Denmark  

Deadline:  30. 06. 2008  

Info:  http:// www.eea.europa.eu/organisation/jbs/index.html  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors reserve the rights to abridge the articles, respectively for their stylistic and linguistic 
adjustment. The author accounts for objective accuracy. The material contained in this 
publicatio n is provided for general information purposes only and does not contain a 
comprehensive analysis of each item described. Links to external sites should facilitate 
readers Õ access to information and we do not take responsibility for the currency of the lin ks 
or the contents of the web pages referred to. • Publisher: Representative Office of the Zlin 
Region in Brussels • Body of Editors: Mattia Crosetto, Petra Jano "kov‡ • Graphic design: 
HAL9000Limited !2007  

 

 

CALENDAR  

 

MAY  
 

21. 05. 2008 

Musikene  
Cultural event of the Basque 
Regions, Spain  
Centre Flagey  
Brussels, Belgium  
 
22. 05. 2008 

European Green Capital 
Award Scheme  
Inauguration ceremony  
Commi ttee of the Regions   
Brussels, Belgium  
 

JUNE 
 

07. 06. 2008 

JournŽe Portes Ouvertes  
2008  
The Fair of EU Regions  
Committee of the Regions  
Brussels, Belgium  
 

12. 06. 2008 

Czech Street Party  
Edition 2008  
Czech Permanent 
Representation  
Brussels, Belgium  
 

 

Year 5, no.09 2  
May 2008 
 

Form closed:  

15. 5. 2008 


