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Dear readers, 

The Zlin Region in Brussels is looking forward to playing an act ive role 
dur ing the next  Open Days, the European Week of Regions an Cit ies 
that  will t ake place at  the beginning of October in Brussels.  
 

The Open Days is the mo st  imp ortant and influent ial event  organised 
at  the European level in the field of regional policy. The Zlin Region in 
Brussels will act ively part icipate with the aim of increasing regional 
comp et it iveness and cont ribut ing to achieve the general object ives of 
promo t ing the Zlin Region on the internat ional scenar io.  

 

We will do it  t hroughout  different  init iat ives. 
 

 

First  of all, we are cooperat ing with a group of other partners, 
including Valencia, Ehindoven, Maribor, South Sweden, Navarra, 
Puglia and ERRI N, in the organisat ion of two Semi nars devoted to the 
exchange of informa t ion about  the mo st effect ive ways for using the 
EU St ructural Funds. We will exami ne real cases and operat ional 
solut ions for the imp leme ntat ion of the future Regional Operat ional 
Programme s. We will also discuss with some  representat ives of the 
financial sector how to comb ine the public and private funds in the 
regional projects.  
 

Then, we are organising a ser ies of qualified me et ings for the 
Governor of the Zlin Region with the highest  me mb ers of the EU 
I nst it ut ions, including EC Commi ssioner for  Educat ion and Culture, Mr. 
FigelÔ and the Directors of DG Transports. 
 

Finally, we are organising some  networking events, amo ng which 
the t radit ional recept ion at  the Rose House and the part icipat ion of 
the Region to the opening up of the ãCzech PointÒ, one of the 
antennas that  will promo te the Czech Republic in Brussels dur ing 
the Seme ster of Czech Presidency at  the EU 
 

All t his for  sure me ans a lot  of work for all of us, but  most  of all a 
great  opportunit y for  the Zlin Region in Brussels. 
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WHAT’S NEW IN 
BRUSSELS 
The Zlin Region is developing 
a st rategy t o promo t e cult ure 
and developme nt :  the 
Representat ive Office in 
Brussels prom otes it  at  the 
Cult ure I nfo Day  of the 
European Commi ssion 
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PROGRAMMES   
The European Com mi ssion 
has int roduced a new 
inst rume nt  to f inance the 
sm all comp anies wishing to 
invest  in research and 
innovat ion:  read here the 
present at ion of t he Eurostars 
program me  
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The Representat ive Office of 
the Zlin Region in Brussels 
has organized an high level 
me et ing bet ween Governor 
Luk‡! and EC Com mi ssioner 
FigelÕ  
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VACANCIES IN EUROPE 

DonÕt  forget  t o have a look  at  
our  review of the Calls for  
proposals current ly published 
by the EC  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     Sincerely , 

                                   

Mat t ia Croset t o 

The Head of Office 
Zlin Region in Brussels 
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The European Commission asks the Regions to 
invest the EU Fund in an effective way 

The European Commi ssion calls on EU count r ies and 
regions to use the European Funds at  their  disposal 
mo re wisely.  

With a policy paper published at  the beginning of 
Septemb er, the EC underlines that  the nat ional 
and regional programme s approved to promo te 
the economi c developme nt  and reduce the social 
short fall in certain EU count r ies with the help of 
the EU St ructural Funds should be inter linked 
with funding from the EU's programme s for 
research (especially the 7th Frame work 
Programme  and the Comp et it iveness and 
I nnovat ion Programme  (CI P) . 

To st reaml ine t he use of European funding, the 
comm ission is prepar ing a pract ical guide (due 
out  end 2007)  for research inst it ut ions and 
pr ivate com panies look ing for funding. At  the 
same  t ime , the EC will dif fuse m ore informa t ion 
to help nat ional and regional author it ies keep 
t rack of t he organisat ions receiving FP7 and CI P 
funding. Regular  event s for people involved in 
research, innovat ion and regional developme nt  
will cont r ibute t o a bet ter exchange of best  
pract ices and advice. 
 

At  present , t hree t ypes of European funding are available to help t he regions im prove t heir  research 
and innovat ion per forma nce as a way  of boost ing economi c developme nt :  

• regional developme nt  Ð m ainly t he European regional developm ent  fund ( ERDF) ,  the European 
social fund ( ESF)  and t he cohesion fund. All t oget her these inst rum ent s am ount  t o over 
"300billion, or around one t hird of the EUÕs budget  for  2007-2013  

• research Ð all under the umb rella program me , FP7 comp et it iveness and innovat ion Ð targeted 
support  for  European businesses from the CI P 

 

All t hese issues will be discussed at  the I V Cohesion Forum organised by the European Commi ssion 
and the Com mi t tee of t he Regions for the 27-28 of  Septemb er 2007 in Brussels. The Representat ive 
Office of t he Zlin Region will be present  and will inform the Region about  the m ain conclusions of  the 
event .  

 

Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought  
Since 1988 the European Par liam ent  has awarded t he Sakharov Pr ize for Freedom of Thought  to 
except ional individuals or organisat ions fight ing injust ice and oppression throughout  the globe, from Sout h 
Afr ica t o Belarus, from  Cuba to Bangladesh.  

This year 's nomi nees were nam ed at  a j oint  m eet ing of t he Developme nt  and Foreign Affairs Commi t tees 
and Hum an Rights Subcomm it tee on 11 Septemb er .  
   
The nom inees are:  
  
Ecum enical Pat r iarch of  Constant inople Bartholome w I  
  
Chinese dissidents Zeng Jinyan and Hu Jia  
  
Afghani wome ns' r ights defender Joya Malalai 
  
Sudanese lawyer  Salih Mahm oud Osm an 
  
Russian journalist  Anna Polit kovskaya  
  
A short list  of three f inalist s will be released 24 Septemb er and t he heads of the polit ical groups will 
announce t he winner Oct ober  25. The 2007 Sakharov  Pr ize will be awarded dur ing the 11 Decemb er 
St rasbourg plenary  
 

For fur t her informa t ion on the Pr ize,  you can see at :   
http : / / www.e uroparl.europa.eu/ news/ public/ focus_p age/ 01 5-10178 - 254 -09 -37 -90 2-200 70906F CS10161 -11 -09 -2007 -
2007/ default_p 001c 001_e n.h tm   
 

 
WHAT’S NEW IN BRUSSELS? 
 

 

The Czech Republic has a new Ambassador 
at the European Union: Mrs. Milena 
Vicenová will lead the Czech Permament 
Representation to the EU succeeding to Mr. 
Jan Kohout whose mandate was going to 
regularly end up next year. 

The Czech Government has decided to 
name the new EU Ambassador as the 
preparation of the Semester of Czech 
Presidency to the EU can not be delayed. 

At present, Mrs. Vicenova is director of the 
Ministry of Agriculture's food safety and 
agriculture and food engineering 
department. She gained a direct experience 
of EU Affairs as her department is the main 
partner to communicate with European 
Food Safety Authority (EFSA) and acts as 
the point of contact with the EU for all 
ministries, to ensure not only that the EU 
regulations on agriculture and food are 
met, but also that the food safety systems 
in place are continually improved. 
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InfoDay Culture  

The Zlin Region in Brussels participated to the 
presentation of the new Culture Agenda for Europe 
 
 

 
“Culture is all the dreams and labour tending towards forging humanity. Culture requests a 
paradoxical pact: diversity must be the principle of unity, taking stock of differences is 
necessary not to divide, but to enrich culture even more. Europe is a culture or it is not” 
Denis de Rougemont 
 
 

The InfoDay at the EC 

On t he 14 of Septem ber 2007, t he European 
Com mi ssion organised a m eet ing in the 
Char lema gne Building in Brussels to present  the 
new guidelines of it s policy in t he f ield of the 
culture init iat ive, as well as t he ma in feat ures of 
the new financial Programm e ÒCult ure 2007-13Ó. 
 

More than 600 people at tended t he me et ing,  
comi ng from all over  Europe. Am ong t hem,  the 
Zlin Region in Brussels was also present  in order t o 
get  fresh inform at ion from the Officers of the 
European Commi ssion and get  in t ouch with 
potent ial partners for  cooperat ion project s.   

The I nfoDay was div ided in t wo part s:  the 
first  one devoted t o the illust rat ion of t he 
new object ives of t he new EU cult ure policy, 
the second one t o t he present at ion of  the 
ma in feat ures of the Cult ure Programm e for 
2007-13.  

Objectives of the EU Culture Policy 
First objective 
Cult ural diversit y and intercult ural dialogue 
 

Under t his chapter,  the European Com mi ssion 
t r ies t o prom ote t he m obilit y of professionals and 
circulat ion of works in t he cultural field.  I t  me ans 
also prom ot ing the creat ion of intercultural 
comp et ences and dialogue.  
 

Second objective 
Cult ure as a catalyst  for  creat iv it y 
Here,  the EC is t rying t o inflow creat iv it y in t he 
t radit ional educat ion systems , creat ing also new 
partnerships am ong t he educat ion, culture and 
economi c sect ors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Third objective 
Cult ure as an elem ent  for  t he int ernat ional 
relat ions of  the EU  
 

The European Union is an internat ional ent it y 
hav ing several relat ions with ot her inst it ut ions 
and Third count r ies. The European Comm ission 
wishes t o exploit  culture as a w inning factor  for  
the establishme nt  and foster ing of long- last ing 
relat ions of  cooperat ion. As a consequence, it  
will integrate t he cultural dim ension in all t he 
external developm ent  policies as well in all t he 
convent ions that  will  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

For more information about the Culture 
Programme, visit :  

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu 

or 

http://ec.europa.eu/culture/eac/index_
en.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation: the new Culture 
Programme 2007-13 

The European Com mi ssion has m ade a double 
effort  t o st rengthen it s ma in inst rume nt  for  
the support  of the cult ure init iat ive in t he EU:  
enlarging the budget  and simp lify ing the rules  
of part icipat ion.  
 

I n the frame  of  the new Culture Program me , 
the EC would like t o promo t e m ult i- annual 
projects, aim ing at  t he creat ion of  stable 
partnerships am ong ent it ies act ive in the 
field. The program me  int roduces new rules for 
the part icipat ion and t he f inancing to t hese 
init iat ives, Also t he procedures for t he  
evaluat ion of t he project  proposals and t he 
awarding of the grant s have been simp lified, 
even if t he delays for the dist r ibut ion of t he 
EU funds will rema in quite long.  
 

The Program me  is ma naged by t he recent ly  
established Execut ive Agency for  Educat ion, 
Audiovisual and Cult ure. The Agency is 
responsible for the publicat ion of the calls of 
proposals on the Official Journal of t he EU and 
the websites of t he European Comm ission.  
Then, the Agency is also in charge of the 
select ion procedure, the choice of t he best  
projects t o be financed and the m anageme nt  
of t he f inancial cont ract s. The European 
Com mi ssion will cont inue to supervise t he 
ent ire m anageme nt  procedure.  
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EUROSTAR: EU aids for reasearch 
intensive small and medium enterprises  
R&D-performi ng Sma ll and Medium -sized 
comp anies (SMEs)  are the ent repreneur ial stars of 
Europe.  
 

Responding to their  specific needs, the European 
Commi ssion has adopted EUROSTARS, a new Joint  
Programme  with 27 EUREKA count r ies, including 
Czech Republic, to finance R&D partnerships with 
research-performi ng SMEs.  
 

I n addit ion to the Commi ssion cont r ibut ion of "100 
mi llion, 22 EU Memb er states and 5 count r ies 
associated to FP7 will j oint ly cont r ibute another 
"300 mi llion, giving a total investme nt  of EUR "400 
mi llion over 6 years. This will, in turn, mo bilise up 
to "400 mi llion in addit ional pr ivate funding, 
result ing in an est ima ted " 800 mi llion package to 
support  European R&D performi ng SMEs.  
 

Through EUROSTARS, part icipat ing count r ies will 
pool their  nat ional programme s and research 
funding in favour of SMEs, result ing in bet ter, mo re 
efficient  use of funds.  
  

EUROSTARS br ings a new level of cooperat ion and 
integr at ion bet ween t he EU and nat ional research 
progr am me s. Creat ing st rong links between public 
and pr ivate funding, EUROSTARS will give a boost  
to R&D perform ing SMEs, allowing them  to 
collaborate with t he best  research teams  in 
Europe, and to t ransform new ideas into successful 
businesses. 
Janez Poto!nik , EC Com mi ssioner for  Research  
 

 

I n this special sect ion, we descr ibe 
the ma in aims  and content  of the EU  
progr am me s for research and 
innovat ion.  After  the 7FP, is t he t ime   
for  Eureka Ð Eurost ars.  

 

    
    

EUROSTAR: THE PROGRAMME 

 

Each year hundreds of individual projects are 
init iated by European comp anies, an increasing 
numb er of which are SMEs. These cont r ibute to 
imp roved wellbeing, secur it y, environme nt  and 
emp loyme nt  in Europe and beyond. 
 

The EUROSTARS Joint  Programm e is direct ly  
tailored to t he needs of R&D-performi ng SMEs. 
 

I t  will t arget  R&D act iv it ies 

- involv ing m ult i- part ner m ult i- nat ional 
projects, led by  SMEs, but  open t o ot her  
t ypes of part icipants ( universit ies, research 
organisat ions,  large comp anies)  

- executed pr incipally by  R&D-per formi ng SMEs 

- t argeted at  m arket - or iented research and 
developme nt , aim ing at  short  t o me dium  
term comme rcial result s 

EUROSTARS will be ma naged by the EUREKA 
Secretar iat  in Brussels, under the author it y of the 
Eurostars High Level Group of representat ives of 
the part icipat ing count r ies.  

Providing a "o ne stop shop" for SMEs, the 
Secretar iat  will issue calls, receive project  
proposals, organise evaluat ion by independent 
experts, ma nage the financial cont r ibut ions to the 
Joint  Programme , and mo nitor project  progress. 
 
 
 

EUREKA: THE NETWORK 
  
EUREKA is intergovernme ntal I nit iat ive launched 
in 1985, to support  ma rket-or iented R&D and 
innovat ion projects by indust ry, research cent res 
and universit ies across all sectors. I t  is comp osed 
of 38 me mb ers, including the European 
Commu nit y.  

With it s flexible and decent ralised Network, 
EUREKA offers project  partners rapid access to 
skills and expert ise across Europe and nat ional 
public and pr ivate funding scheme s.  
 

By encouraging and assist ing businesses to 
innovate, EUREKA is fully comp leme ntary with 
the 7th Frame work Programme  in working 
act ively towards the commo n European object ive 
of raising investme nt  in R&D to 3%  of GDP by 
2010. 
 

 

To know m ore about , please visit  t he website of 
EUREKA at :  
 

ht tp: / / www.eureka.be/ home .do 
 

 

FOCUS ON EU 
PROGRAMMES 

 

 

The 7th Framework Programme is not the 

only instrument created by the EU to 

support research and innovation.  

Now, the European Commission has 

created a new initiative for market-

oriented, industrial R&D: EUROSTARS.  
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Semester of Czech Presidency at the EU: 
Governor Luká! will meet EC 
Commissioner Figel’  

On t he occasion of t he Open Days 2007, t he 
Representat ive Office of t he Zlin Region in 
Brussels has organized a bilateral high- level 
me et ing bet ween t he Governor of t he Zlin 

Region, Mr . Libor Lukáš, and the Member of 
the European Commission responsible for 
Education and Culture, Mr. Ján Figel’. 
The me et ing will occur on Oct ober 10 , 2007 at  
the Ber laymo nt  Building,  the headquarter of  the 
European Commi ssion in Brussels.  
 

Dur ing t he me et ing, Governor Luká! w ill illust rate 
the init iat ives of t he Zlin Region in t he field of t he 
valor izat ion of it s cult ural her it age in the frame  of 
a sust ainable developme nt  st rat egy and int roduce 
the candidat ure of Zlin for  host ing t he me et ing of 
the European Minist r ies of Cult ure dur ing the 
Sem ester  of Czech Presidency at  the Council of 
the European Union.  
 

 

After  t he direct  contact s that  Governor Luk‡! had with the EC Mem bers #pidla, responsible for 
Em ploym ent  and Social Affair s, and Hubner, in charge of  the Regional Policy,  this new me et ing with one 
of t he highest  Mem ber of t he European I nst it ut ions represent s a great  opportunit y  for  the prom ot ion of 
the Zlin Region at  t he int ernat ional level.   
 
State Aids in Czech Republic: the EC authorizes the support to combined transports 

The European Com mi ssion has decided to author ise Czech aid to encourage t he developme nt  of 
comb ined t ransport  through subsidies for t he purchase of  certain t ypes of wagons. 

The aim of t he m easure is t o develop comb ined t ransport  in order to achieve a t raffic shift  from freight  
road t ransport  to rail t ransport . The aid t r ies to increase t he use of unaccomp anied comb ined t ransport  
by im proving it s comp et it iveness.  

The expect ed budget  for  the overall aid scheme , including the aid approved last  year , for  the per iod 
2006 -  2010 is CZK 1 .580 mi llion (" 56 mi llion) . 

The Comm ission decision closes a forma l invest igat ion procedure started on 4 Apr il 2006, whereby t he 
Com mi ssion was seek ing further inform at ion from t he ma rket  and from t he Czech author it ies on t he 
scope of the support  me asures concerned.  The Com mi ssion considers t hat  t his me asure is com pat ible 
with EU State aid rules. 
 

The Committee of the Regions in video 

The Comm it tee of t he Regions has published on it s website five new video for t he present at ion of  it s 
role, tasks and act iv it ies t o t he wide public.  

The first  v ideos resume s t he history  and t he ma in features of  the Com mi t tee of t he Regions, t he second 
explains t he cont ent  and aim s of t he EU Lisbon St rategy and of  the specific Plat form m created by the 
Com mi t tee for it s Memb er Regions ( including the Zlin Region) .  The third mo vie recalls t he celebrat ions 
held by  the Com mi t tee of t he Regions in Rome  for the 50th anniversary of t he signature of the Rom e 
Treat ies, creat ing t he European Com mu nit ies. Finally ,  t he fourth and fift h videos present  the Open Days 
in general and the edit ion of  2006 in m ore details.  

The video are accessible for free on the net  through:   

- t he website of  the Com mi t tee, at  www.cor .europa.eu  

- YouTube on www.yout ube.com  
 

Bot h t he sites can also be reached through t he page of t he links in the website of t he Zlin Region in 
Brussels at  www.zlinregioninbrussels.eu .  The video can be v iewed direct ly , wit hout  t he necessit y  of 
downloading t hem on your pc.  
 

 

 

 

SHORTS FROM BRUSSELS 

The Zlin Region in Brussels is 

organising a series of events at the 

European level: the Open Days 2007, a 

Seminar about the SupPolicy Project in 

Zlin, the mission of Governor Luká! in 

Brussels - including a rich agenda of 

high-level meetings with the EU 

Institutions - the second edition of the 

Zlin Film Festival in Brussels.  

These events, together with the 

running assistance that the Office in 

Brussels provides for the Structural 

Funds and the European projects, are 

strenghtening the profile of the Zlin 

Region as one of the most dynamic 

Czech Regions in Europe.  

Being present to create opportunites! 
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Calls 
 

 

 

 

 

for proposals 
 

 
 
Media 2007 
 
 

Developme nt , dist r ibut ion and promo t ion Ð single project  and slate funding, 
slate funding 2nd stage  

Deadline:      15.11.2007; 15.04.2008 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_204/ c_20420070901en00090009.pdf 

 
 
Media 2007 
 
 

Support  for  the t ransnat ional dist r ibut ion of European film s Ð internat ional 
sales agent s of European cinema  f ilms  

Deadline:      15.11.2007 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_205/ c_20520070904en00130013.pdf 

 
Civil Society  
 

 

European Par liame nt  -  Grants t o polit ical part ies at  EU level 

Deadline:  14. 11. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_144/ c_14420070629en00220024.pdf 
 

 
Civil Society  
 

 

European polit ical foundat ions Ð Pilot  projects 

Deadline:  28. 09. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ JOHtm l.do?uri= OJ: C: 2007: 159: SOM: EN: HTML 
 

 

Culture Programme 
 

 

Annual European Union Pr ize for Literat ure 
Deadline:  12. 10. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_163/ c_16320070717en00070009.pdf 
 

 
Culture Programme 

 

 

Special act ions of  cult ural cooperat ion with Third Count r ies 

Deadline:   01. 10. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_180/ c_18020070802en00180019.pdf 
 

 
Culture Programme 
 

 

European Union Pr ize for  Contemp orary Architecture  

Deadline:   09. 11. 2007 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ JOHtm l.do?uri= OJ: C: 2007: 187: SOM: EN: HTML 
 

 
Culture Programme 
 

 

Support  for  bodies and cult ural act ions,  cooperat ion and net works 
Deadline:   Various  
htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ JOHtm l.do?uri= OJ: C: 2007: 184: SOM: EN: HTML 
 

 
FP7 

 

 

7 th EC Frame work Programm e for R&D 
Research I nfrast ruct ure Programm e  
FP7- I NFRASTRUCTURES-2007-2  

Deadline:       09. 10. 2007 
ht t p: / / cordis.europa.eu/ fp7/ calls/  
 

 
FP7 
 

Programm e ãInt elligent  Energy -   EuropeÒ  

Deadline:       28. 09. 2007 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_086/ c_08620070420en00210021.pdf 
 

 
Cost Programme 

 

European Cooperat ion Programme  in Scient ific and Technical Research 

Deadline:       30. 09. 2007 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ LexUriServ.do?uri= OJ: C: 2007: 045: 0004: 0005: EN: PDF 
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Zlin Region in Brussels  
The Rose House 

46, Boulevard de la Cambre – B1000 Bruxelles 

Tel. (32) 2 641.17.60 – Fax (32) 2 641.17.69 

email : info@zlinregioninbrussels.eu 

 
  

Vacancies in Europe 

 

Eurostat  

• Director General 

Chief Stat ist icians of t he European Union  

Recruitm ent  not ice:  COM/ 2007/ 10053 
Grade:  AD15 

Place of  work:  Brussels ( B)  

Deadline:   19.  10. 2007 

I nfo:   

http : / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ JOHtm l.d o?uri=O J:C: 2007: 21 2A: SOM: EN: HTML 

 

European Investment Bank  

• Lawyers specialised in structured financing 

Place of  work:  Luxemb ourg  

Grade:  Tem porary of ficers 

Vacancy No:  JU07WWW11 

Deadline:  Open  

I nfo:  http : / / www.e ib.o rg/ about/ jobs/ ju07www 11.h t m 
 

United Nations  

• Office on Drugs and Crime  

Grade:  Program me  Officer 

Place of  work:  Vienna (AUT)  

Deadline:   27.  10. 2007 

I nfo:   

http s: / / j obs.u n.o rg/ Galaxy/ Release3/ vacancy/ vacancy.aspx 
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CALENDAR  
 
SEPTEMBER 
 

20. 09. 2007  
Network of Regional 
Governme nts for Sustainable 
Developme nt  
Com mi t tee of the Regions 
Brussels, Belgium  
 
27-28. 9. 2007  
I V EU Cohesion Policy Forum  
European Commi ssion 
Char lema gne Building  
Brussels, Belgium  
 
OCTOBER 
 

9-12. 10. 2007 
Open Days 2007  
European Week of  Regions 
and Cit ies  
Brussels, Belgium  

 
17. 10. 2007 
Urban Sprawl in Europe 
Sem inar  
European Par liame nt   
Urban-Housing I ntegroup  
Brussels, Belgium  
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