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The Zlin Region is developing
a strategy to promote culture
and development: the
Representative Office in
Brussels promotes it at the
Culture Info Day of the
European Commi ssion
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The European Commission
has introduced a new
instrume nt to finance the
small comp anies wishing to
invest in research and
innovation: read here the
presentation of the Eurostars
programme
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The Representative Office of
the Zlin Region in Brussels
has organized an high level
meeting between Governor
LuktS and EC Commissioner
FigelO
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Don® forget to have a look at
our review of the Calls for
proposals currently published
by the EC

n

Editorial

Mattia Crosetto

Dear readers,

The Zlin Region in Brussels is looking forward to playing an active role
during the next Open Days, the European Week of Regions an Cities
that will take place at the beginning of October in Brussels.

The Open Days is the most important and influential event organised
at the European level in the field of regional policy. The Zlin Region in
Brussels will actively participate with the aim of increasing regional
comp etitiveness and contributing to achieve the general objectives of
promoting the Zlin Region on the international scenario.

We will do it throughout different initiatives.

First of all, we are cooperating with a group of other partners,
including Valencia, Ehindoven, Maribor, South Sweden, Navarra,
Puglia and ERRIN, in the organisation of two Seminars devoted to the
exchange of information about the most effective ways for using the
EU Structural Funds. We will examine real cases and operational
solutions for the impleme ntation of the future Regional Operational
Programme s. We will also discuss with some representatives of the
financial sector how to combine the public and private funds in the
regional projects.

Then, we are organising a series of qualified meetings for the
Governor of the Zlin Region with the highest memb ers of the EU
Institutions, including EC Commi ssioner for Education and Culture, Mr.
FigelGand the Directors of DG Transports.

Finally, we are organising some networking events, among which

the traditional reception at the Rose House and the participation of
the Region to the opening up of the 4Czech PointO,one of the
antennas that will promote the Czech Republic in Brussels during

the Semester of Czech Presidency at the EU

All this for sure means a lot of work for all of us, but most of all a
great opportunity for the Zlin Region in Brussels.

Sincerely,
P.A Lo e C/4_< R z

Mattia Crosetto
The Head of Office
Zlin Region in Brussels

O
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The European Commission asks the Regions to
invest the EU Fund in an effective way

The European Commi ssion calls on EU countries and
regions to use the European Funds at their disposal
more wisely.

With a policy paper published at the beginning of
September, the EC underlines that the national
and regional programme s approved to promote
the economic development and reduce the social
shortfall in certain EU countries with the help of
the EU Structural Funds should be interlinked

with funding from the EU's programme s for
research (especially the 7'" Frame work

Programme and the Comp etitiveness and
Innovation Programme (CIP).

To streamline the use of European funding, the
comm ission is preparing a practical guide (due
out end 2007) for research institutions and
private companies looking for funding. At the
same time, the EC will diffuse more information

to help national and regional authorities keep
track of the organisations receiving FP7 and CIP
funding. Regular events for people involved in
research, innovation and regional developme nt
will contribute to a better exchange of best
practices and advice.

At present, three types of European funding are available to help the regions improve their research
and innovation performance as a way of boosting economic developme nt:

* regional development B mainly the European regional development fund (ERDF), the European
social fund (ESF) and the cohesion fund. All together these instruments amount to over
€300billion, or around one third of the EU® budget for 2007-2013

* research b all under the umbrella programme, FP7 comp etitiveness and innovation b targeted
support for European businesses from the CIP

All these issues will be discussed at the IV Cohesion Forum organised by the European Commi ssion
and the Committee of the Regions for the 27-28 of September 2007 in Brussels. The Representative
Office of the Zlin Region will be present and will inform the Region about the main conclusions of the
event.

Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought

Since 1988 the European Parliament has awarded the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought to
exceptional individuals or organisations fighting injustice and oppression throughout the globe, from South
Africa to Belarus, from Cuba to Bangladesh.

This year's nominees were named at a joint meeting of the Development and Foreign Affairs Commi ttees
and Human Rights Subcomm ittee on 11 September.

The nominees are:

Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople Bartholomew |

Chinese dissidents Zeng Jinyan and Hu Jia

Afghani wome ns' rights defender Joya Malalai

Sudanese lawyer Salih Mahmoud Osman

Russian journalist Anna Politkovskaya

A shortlist of three finalists will be released 24 September and the heads of the political groups will

announce the winner October 25. The 2007 Sakharov Prize will be awarded during the 11 December
Strasbourg plenary

For further information on the Prize, you can see at:
http ://www.e uroparl.europa.eu/news/public/focus_page/015-10178 -254 -09-37-902-200 70906F CS10161 -11-09-2007 -
2007/ default_ p 001c 001 e n.htm

M Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu
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The Zlin Region in Brussels participated to the
presentation of the new Culture Agenda for Europe

“"Culture is all the dreams and labour tending towards forging humanity. Culture requests a
paradoxical pact: diversity must be the principle of unity, taking stock of differences is
necessary not to divide, but to enrich culture even more. Europe is a culture or it is not”

Denis de Rougemont

The InfoDay at the EC

On the 14 of September 2007, the European
Commission organised a meeting in the
Charlemagne Building in Brussels to present the
new guidelines of its policy in the field of the
culture initiative, as well as the main features of
the new financial Programm e OQilture 2007-130.

More than 600 people attended the meeting,
coming from all over Europe. Among them, the

Zlin Region in Brussels was also present in order to

get fresh information from the Officers of the
European Commi ssion and get in touch with
potential partners for cooperation projects.

The InfoDay was divided in two parts: the
first one devoted to the illustration of the
new objectives of the new EU culture policy,
the second one to the presentation of the
main features of the Culture Programm e for
2007-13.

Objectives of the EU Culture Policy
First objective
Cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue

Under this chapter, the European Commission
tries to promote the mobility of professionals and
circulation of works in the cultural field. It means
also promoting the creation of intercultural

comp etences and dialogue.

Second objective

Culture as a catalyst for creativity

Here, the EC is trying to inflow creativity in the
traditional education systems, creating also new
partnerships among the education, culture and
economic sectors.

Third objective
Culture as an element for the international
relations of the EU

The European Union is an international entity
having several relations with other institutions
and Third countries. The European Comm ission
wishes to exploit culture as a winning factor for
the establishment and fostering of long-lasting
relations of cooperation. As a consequence, it
will integrate the cultural dimension in all the
external development policies as well in all the
conventions that will

B Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu

Implementation: the new Culture
Programme 2007-13

The European Commission has made a double
effort to strengthen its main instrument for
the support of the culture initiative in the EU:
enlarging the budget and simplifying the rules
of participation.

In the frame of the new Culture Programme,
the EC would like to promote multi-annual
projects, aiming at the creation of stable
partnerships among entities active in the
field. The programme introduces new rules for
the participation and the financing to these
initiatives, Also the procedures for the
evaluation of the project proposals and the
awarding of the grants have been simplified,
even if the delays for the distribution of the
EU funds will remain quite long.

The Programme is managed by the recently
established Executive Agency for Education,
Audiovisual and Culture. The Agency is
responsible for the publication of the calls of
proposals on the Official Journal of the EU and
the websites of the European Comm ission.
Then, the Agency is also in charge of the
selection procedure, the choice of the best
projects to be financed and the manageme nt
of the financial contracts. The European
Commission will continue to supervise the
entire manageme nt procedure.

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu

http://ec.europa.eu/culture/eac/index
en.html
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EUROSTAR: EU aids for reasearch
intensive small and medium enterprises
R&D-performing Small and Medium-sized
companies (SMEs) are the entrepreneurial stars of
Europe.

Responding to their specific needs, the European
Commi ssion has adopted EUROSTARS, a new Joint
Programme with 27 EUREKA countries, including
Czech Republic, to finance R&D partnerships with
research-performing SMEs.

In addition to the Commi ssion contribution of €100
million, 22 EU Member states and 5 countries
associated to FP7 will jointly contribute another
€300 million, giving a total investment of EUR €400
million over 6 years. This will, in turn, mobilise up
to €400 million in additional private funding,
resulting in an estimated € 800 million package to
support European R&D performing SMEs.

Through EUROSTARS, participating countries will
pool their national programmes and research
funding in favour of SMEs, resulting in better, more
efficient use of funds.

EUROSTARS brings a new level of cooperation and
integration between the EU and national research
programmes. Creating strong links between public
and private funding, EUROSTARS will give a boost
to R&D performing SMEs, allowing them to
collaborate with the best research teams in
Europe, and to transform new ideas into successful
businesses.

Janez Potocnik, EC Commissioner for Research

In this special section, we describe
the main aims and content of the EU
programmes for research and
innovation. After the 7FP, is the time
for Eureka B Eurostars.

M Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu
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EUROSTAR: THE PROGRAMME

Each year hundreds of individual projects are
initiated by European companies, an increasing
number of which are SMEs. These contribute to
improved wellbeing, security, environment and
emp loyment in Europe and beyond.

The EUROSTARS Joint Programme is directly
tailored to the needs of R&D-performing SMEs.

It will target R&D activities

- involving multi-partner multi-national
projects, led by SMEs, but open to other
types of participants (universities, research
organisations, large comp anies)

- executed principally by R&D-performing SMEs

- targeted at market-oriented research and
development, aiming at short to medium
term comme rcial results

EUROSTARS will be managed by the EUREKA
Secretariat in Brussels, under the authority of the
Eurostars High Level Group of representatives of
the participating countries.

Providing a "one stop shop" for SMEs, the
Secretariat will issue calls, receive project
proposals, organise evaluation by independent
experts, manage the financial contributions to the
Joint Programme , and monitor project progress.

EUREKA: THE NETWORK

EUREKA is intergovernmental Initiative launched
in 1985, to support market-oriented R&D and
innovation projects by industry, research centres
and universities across all sectors. It is comp osed
of 38 members, including the European
Commu nity.

With its flexible and decentralised Network,
EUREKA offers project partners rapid access to
skills and expertise across Europe and national
public and private funding schemes.

By encouraging and assisting businesses to
innovate, EUREKA is fully complementary with
the 7th Framework Programme in working
actively towards the commo n European objective
of raising investment in R&D to 3% of GDP by
2010.

To know more about, please visit the website of
EUREKA at:

http://www.eureka.be/home.do
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Semester of Czech Presidency at the EU:
Governor Lukas will meet EC
Commissioner Figel’

On the occasion of the Open Days 2007, the
Representative Office of the Zlin Region in
Brussels has organized a bilateral high-level
meeting between the Governor of the Zlin

Region, Mr. Libor Luk&s, and the Member of
the European Commission responsible for
Education and Culture, Mr. Jan Figel'.

The meeting will occur on October 10, 2007 at
the Berlaymont Building, the headquarter of the
European Commi ssion in Brussels.

During the meeting, Governor Lukas$ will illustrate
the initiatives of the Zlin Region in the field of the
valorization of its cultural heritage in the frame of
a sustainable development strategy and introduce
the candidature of Zlin for hosting the meeting of
the European Ministries of Culture during the
Semester of Czech Presidency at the Council of
the European Union.

After the direct contacts that Governor Lukt$ had with the EC Members épidla, responsible for
Employment and Social Affairs, and Hubner, in charge of the Regional Policy, this new meeting with one
of the highest Member of the European Institutions represents a great opportunity for the promotion of
the Zlin Region at the international level.

State Aids in Czech Republic: the EC authorizes the support to combined transports

The European Commission has decided to authorise Czech aid to encourage the developme nt of
combined transport through subsidies for the purchase of certain types of wagons.

The aim of the measure is to develop combined transport in order to achieve a traffic shift from freight
road transport to rail transport. The aid tries to increase the use of unaccomp anied combined transport
by improving its comp etitiveness.

The expected budget for the overall aid scheme, including the aid approved last year, for the period
2006 - 2010 is CZK 1.580 million (€ 56 million).

The Comm ission decision closes a formal investigation procedure started on 4 April 2006, whereby the
Commission was seeking further information from the market and from the Czech authorities on the
scope of the support me asures concerned. The Commission considers that this me asure is compatible
with EU State aid rules.

The Committee of the Regions in video

The Comm ittee of the Regions has published on its website five new video for the presentation of its
role, tasks and activities to the wide public.

The first videos resume s the history and the main features of the Committee of the Regions, the second
explains the content and aims of the EU Lisbon Strategy and of the specific Platformm created by the
Committee for its Memb er Regions (including the Zlin Region). The third movie recalls the celebrations
held by the Committee of the Regions in Rome for the 50" anniversary of the signature of the Rome
Treaties, creating the European Commu nities. Finally, the fourth and fifth videos present the Open Days
in general and the edition of 2006 in more details.

The video are accessible for free on the net through:
- the website of the Committee, at www.cor.europa.eu

- YouTube on www.youtube.com

Both the sites can also be reached through the page of the links in the website of the Zlin Region in
Brussels at www.zlinregioninbrussels.eu . The video can be viewed directly, without the necessity of
downloading them on your pc.

B Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu
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Cal IS for proposals

Developme nt, distribution and promotion B single project and slate funding,
slate funding 2nd stage

Media 2007 Deadline:  15.11.2007; 15.04.2008
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_204/c_20420070901en00090009.pdf
Support for the transnational distribution of European films B international
) sales agents of European cinema films
Media 2007

Deadline: 15.11.2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_205/c_20520070904en00130013.pdf

European Parliame nt - Grants to political parties at EU level

Civil Society Deadline:  14.11. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_144/c _14420070629en00220024.pdf

European political foundations B Pilot projects

Civil Society Deadline:  28. 09. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtmI|.do?uri=0J: C:2007:159: SOM: EN: HTML

Annual European Union Prize for Literature
Culture Programme  peadline:  12. 10. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_163/c_16320070717en00070009.pdf

Special actions of cultural cooperation with Third Countries

Culture Programme Deadline:  01. 10. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_180/c_18020070802en00180019.pdf

European Union Prize for Contemp orary Architecture
Culture Programme  peadline:  09. 11. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtmI.do?uri=0J:C:2007:187:SOM: EN: HTML

Support for bodies and cultural actions, cooperation and networks
Culture Programme Deadline: Various
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtmI|.do?uri=0J: C:2007:184: SOM: EN: HTML

7th EC Frame work Programm e for R&D
Research Infrastructure Programm e

FP7 FP7-1INFRASTRUCTURES-2007-2
Deadline: 09. 10. 2007

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/calls/

Programm e alntelligent Energy - EuropeO

FP7 Deadline: 28. 09. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_086/c_08620070420en00210021.pdf

European Cooperation Programme in Scientific and Technical Research

Cost Programme Deadline: 30. 09. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri= 0J: C: 2007:045:0004:0005: EN: PDF

www.zlinregioninbrussels.eu
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Zlin Region in Brussels

The Rose House

46, Boulevard de la Cambre — B1000 Bruxelles
Tel. (32) 2 641.17.60 - Fax (32) 2 641.17.69
email : info@zlinregioninbrussels.eu

Vacancies in Europe

Eurostat

SEPTEMBER * Director General

20. 09. 2007 Chief Statisticians of the European Union
Recruitment notice: COM/2007/10053
Grade: AD15

Place of work: Brussels (B)
Deadline: 19. 10. 2007
Info:
27-28. 9. 2007 http ://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtm l.d 0?uri=0 J:C: 2007: 21 2A: SOM: EN: HTML

European Investment Bank
* Lawyers specialised in structured financing
Place of work: Luxembourg
OCTOBER Grade: Temporary officers
9-12. 10. 2007 Vacancy No: JUO7WWW11
Deadline: Open
Info: http ://www.e ib.org/about/ jobs/ju07www 11.h tm

United Nations

17. 10. 2007 ¢ Office on Drugs and Crime
Grade: Programme Officer
Place of work: Vienna (AUT)
Deadline: 27.10. 2007
Info:

http s://jobs.un.org/Galaxy/Release3/ vacancy/vacancy.aspx
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