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The European Commission
has finally approved the plan
and priorities of Czech
Republic for the Structural
Funds 2007-13
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The Comm ittee of the Regions
has hosted the presentation
of the Heritage Product Trade
Show that provides to
craftsmen and designers the
occasion of getting in touch
with the European market of
cultural objects
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Mr. Ivan Pilip, Czech Memb er
of the Managing Board and
Vice President of the
European Investme nt Bank,
has resigned. His place will be
taken by Mrs. Gajecka, the
Polish Secretary of State for
Finance
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Don® forget to have a look at
our review of the Calls for
proposals currently published
by the EC

Editorial

Mattia Crosetto

Dear readers,

Brussels is famous for comp letely shutting down in August.

There are no meetings of the European Commi ssion, no sessions of
the European Parliament nor at the Commi ttee of the Regions, no
informal discussions between diplomats and EU Officers. The press
conferences are stopped, no announceme nt is scheduled from the
European Institutions or Agencies and even the lobbyists are taking a
rest.

1t@ the real time for holiday.
For lot of people, but not for all!

In fact, this year, just before closing the doors, the European
Commi ssion has made a gift to us, as it has approved the Czech
Frame for the Structural Funds of the period 2007-2013. The formal
signature of the agreeme nt with the Czech Government took place
exactly at the end of July, just in time for quick celebrations before
the Commi ssion closes its doors.

Of course, this is a good news for us.

This means that also the negotiations for the Regional Operational
Programme s can start. And this will effectively happen in September
the next, with the participation of the European Commi ssion, on the
one side, and the Regions, on the other.

We have to be prepared for this appointment and the activity has
imm ediately started in the Regions and in Brussels. The moment is
imp ortant and delicate as a good preparation is one of the main
factors for a quick and successful negotiation with the Commi ssion.
That® why meetings, contacts, exchange of drafts and documents
are in the agenda in these days: an intense activity that has nothing
to see with the holiday summ er time.

The commi ttement is total, the appointment is for September. As
usual, we will keep you informed about the evolving situation.

Sincerely,
P.A o C/4_< R z

Mattia Crosetto
The Head of Office
Zlin Region in Brussels

O
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Approved the Czech plans and
priorities for Structural Funds

At the end of July 2007, the Czech Republic has
finally reached the agreeme nt with Regional policy
Commissioner Danuta HYbner and Employment and
social affairs Comm issioner Vladim'r Spidla on its
national plan and priorities for Cohesion Policy 2007-
2013.

In their National Strategic Reference Framework
(NSRF), the Czech authorities describe how they
plan to invest € 26.3 billion over seven years in line
with the Lisbon Strategy for growth and Jobs.

The Czech NSRF sets out in broad terms how the
Czech authorities will invest the amount of grants that
the European Union has made available over the next
seven years to deliver growth and jobs in the country
for the public and private sectors.

Cohesion policy is intended to reduce disparities
among regions undergoing rapid development (such
as Prague under the "competitiveness objective") and
regions lagging behind (Central-Moravia, Moravia-
Silesia and the North West), covered by the so-called
"Convergence" Objective.

In its Strategic Reference Framework, the Czech government has identified the following priorities for
2007-2013:

- Boosting competitiveness
Aiming at reinforcing the business sector by improving its productivity and speeding up sustainable
economic growth; increasing the relatively low share of expenditures devoted to research, innovation
and development (R&D), 1.42 % of GDP in 2005, is a priority, as this can comb at any "brain drain";
promoting the development of the tourism sector in the regions, which can help to create new jobs
opportunities.

- Developing an open, flexible, cohesive society
Including the support for developing a diverse, socially aware and cohesive society, open to new
opportunities; in this case the aim is to create a modern educational system that will become the
driving force behind an efficient, flexible labour market. The authorities also plan to cut red tape for
businessmen by at least 20%.

- Improving the environment
The authorities will work on improving the quality of the environme nt and access to transport
networks, and on raising the proportion of railway transport, as well as developing combined
transport.

Balanced development

Scheduling the support for economic growth and emp loyme nt tailored to local potential and varying
local conditions (natural, economic, social and cultural). In rural areas, the authorities will promote
new economic activities.

The Czech Republic intends to shape its broad priorities as set out in the framework through 17
operational programm es (seven regional, eight sector, and two for the Prague region).

The Czech NSRF is available at:
http://www.strukturalni-fondy.cz/regionalni-politika/nsrr

More about Cohesion Policy in the Czech Republic (2004 prices):

Further information about European Regional Policy:
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index_en.htm

Further information about EU Employme nt, Social affairs and Equal opportunities Policies is available at:
http://ec.europa.eu/employme nt_social/index_en.html

B Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu
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Presented at CoR the Museum Expressions, a Trade
Fair for Craftsmen and Designers

The organisers of the Trade Fair "Museum Expressions” have illustrated their project at the
Committee of the Regions in Brussels. Since its creation, 13 years ago, this initiative has helped
the various European Regions present themselves and their local craftsmen and designers by
means of geographical group of stands and pavilions. More than 5000 buyers from museum
shops, heritage sites, decoration boutiques and similar are expected to come visit the Fair the
23 and 24 of January 2008, at the Palais de Congrés in Paris.

A cultural object trade show

With its 4 000 square meters, the Museum
Expressions shopping window is an opportunity to
present objects derived from the -cultural and
artistic worlds. The supply proposed by 200
exhibitors is rich, both in quality and in originality:
reproductions, creations, new impressions and
objects freely evoking the past, and designs and
craftsme n®@ works inspired by our modern age will
be exposed.

For these reasons, the Museum Expressions is an
event targeted at all the professionals that are
active in the field of manufacturing, distributing
and selling retail products to the heritage circuits
and industries.

This year, the list of presented projects
includes the following:

* Decoration objects

* Tableware

* Reproductions

e Jewellery

* Textile, Fashion accessories

* Stationery

* Educational games, Toys

* Souvenirs, Gadgets

* Publishing, Books, Multimedia
* Customizable products

Over the years, the fair of Museum Expressions
has welcomed numerous international exhibitors:
Italy, United-Kingdom, United-States, Germany,
Spain, Greece, Austria, Belgium Switzerland,
Georgia, Israel, Ireland, Luxemb ourg,
Netherlands, Canada, Portugal, Turkey, Tunisia,
Sweden, Camb odia, Hong-Kong, South and North-
Korea...

The participants can benefit of preferential rates in
the hotels, discounts on the transport tickets to
and from Paris, as well as of some logistic supports
from the organisers for their accomm odation and
staying in Paris.

The site of the fair is at Palais des Congres,
situated 2, place de la Porte Maillot in the Defence
district of Paris.

B Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu

Professionals can also visit the
Fair for free, simply requesting
the badge before the
05.01.2008 on www.museum-
expression.fr

The professionals registered up to now belong
to a series of categories, such as:

Heritage

Museums stores, museums, historic houses,
parks, gardens, cultural and scientific centres,
theme parks

Distribution
Mail  order catalogues, buying groups,
department stores, independent retailers,
importers, wholesalers, corporate buying
comm ittees.

Designers
Art galleries, designers, stylists, architects

And also

* Local and regional officials

* Managers of scientific, technical, and
industrial centres

* Coordinators of historic routes
* Tourism promoters and organizers
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FP7

FP7 is the short name for the Seventh Framework
Programme for Research and Technological
Development. This is the EU's main instrument for
funding research in Europe and it will run from
2007 to 2013.

The Seventh Framework Programme is made up of
four Specific programmes plus a fifth specific
programme on nuclear research.

OoperationO (collaborative research) is the
program that finances international cooperation
projects across the European Union and beyond in
10 thematic areas, corresponding to major fields in
science and research.

OdeasOhosts all the activities directly proposed by
the researchers to develop high-level frontier
projects at a European level, building on excellence
in Europe and raising its profile at the international
level.

The (PeopleO program targets the individuals who
are working or who wish to work in the filed of
research and innovation.

The OGipacitiesOprogram aims to optimise the use
and development of research infrastructures, while
enhancing the innovative capacities of SMEs to
benefit from research.

In this special section, we describe
the main aims and content of the
four specific programmes of the 7FP.
The first sheet has been published in
the edition on 01 of January 2007.
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CAPACITIES PROGRAMME
Budget: €4.2 billion (07-13)

The CQCapacitiesO programme aims to optimise
the use and development of research
infrastructures, while enhancing the innovative
capacities of SMEs to benefit from research.

Development of research policies
Budget: €70 million

Europe needs to improve the coherence of
research policies at the regional, national and
European level and increase its potential in the
production and use of knowledge in order to
become more competitive and provide solutions
to some of the challenges it faces today.

Benefits for the citizens

Public investment in research will become more
cost effective through better monitoring and
coordination of research policy across Europe. It
is envisaged that better collaboration between
policy makers across national, regional and
European levels will lead to identification of good
practices and better policy development. This
would improve the conditions for conducting
research and ultimately improve Europe's
potential in creating jobs and growth.

Actions are mainly targeting policy makers but
will ultimately improve conditions for conducting
research. One specific action will further develop
the European strategy for human resources

and mobility in research through a number of
regional, national and Community policy
initiatives such as funding of programmes,
legislation, recomm endations and guidelines.
The common goal of these initiatives is to
stimulate researchers to stay in Europe and
attract the best brains from all over the world.

The following activities are supported by FP7:

¥ Monitoring, analysis and impact assessment of
public research policies and industrial strategies.
The development of indicators will provide
information and evidence in the design,
implementation and evaluation in the trans-
national coordination of policies.

¥ Strengthening, on a voluntary basis, the
coordination of research policies in a twofold
manner: first, through actions supporting the
implementation of the open method of co-
ordination (OMC) and second, through bottom-
up trans-national cooperation initiatives
undertaken at national or regional level on
issues of comm on interest.

The Zlin Region has already benefited of a
financing under this scheme, for the SupPolicy
project, with a total grant of €136.000 for the
local partners.
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Prague among the best cities for job
opportunities, says a EU research

European people like living in cities and expect
them to improve as places in which to live and
work. Those are some of the main conclusions of
a Eurobarometer survey on the Quality of Life in
European Cities.

More than three-quarters of interviewees were
satisfied with the quality of life in their own cities,
and a majority were positive about their city's
future.

The best cities for job opportunities appear to be
Prague, Copenhagen, and Dublin, where more
than 70% of respondents agreed it was easy to
find a job, even if the answers differ for what it
concerns the level of the salaries.

An overview of the results in 70 cities in the 27
Member States of the EU and five cities in Croatia
and Turkey, as well as detailed results of the
survey, are available at:

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/urban2/audit_e
n.htm

Petrol stations in Czech Republic change owner: no concerns from Brussels

The European Commission has given green light to the proposed acquisition by Eni of Italy of Esso
Ceska, Esso Slovensko and Esso Hungaria, together with certain assets and contracts of ExxonMobil
relating to the lubricants business in these countries ("Lubs Assets and Contracts").

Esso Hungaria, Esso Ceska and Esso Slovensko are present in Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia
respectively mainly at the motor fuel retail level. Esso Ceska and Esso Slovensko are also present in the
supply of jet fuel, in Prague and Bratislava airports. Lubs Assets and Contracts consists of certain

comm ercial assets and customer contracts belonging to ExxonMobil and engaged, inter alia, in the
marketing and sale of branded and unbranded lubricants and specialties in the Czech Republic, Hungary
and Slovakia.

The European Commission found that due to limited horizontal overlaps between the parties' activities in
all product markets concerned (retail of motor fuel, and sale of automotive and industrial lubricants), the
proposed concentration would not give rise to any comp etition concerns in Czech Republic, Slovakia and
Hungary.

As regards possible vertical competition concerns, although Eni is active at the upstream wholesale level
in the Czech Republic, it appears highly unlikely that the merged entity would engage in closing off
supply from its comp etitors at the downstream retail level.

More information on the case will be available at:
http://ec.europa.eu/comm/ comp etition/ mergers/ cases/index/ m94.html#m_4723

Mr. Ivan Pilip resigned from EIB, Mrs. Gajeca named at his place

In Springtime, Mr. Ivan Pilip, the Czech Vice President and Member of the Management Committee of
the European Investment Bank, resigned from his functions. On June 11'", the Board of Governors of the
Bank was invited to vote on the proposal about the possible substitute.

Following consultations between the Bank® President and the Governor for the Republic of Poland,
Ms Zyta Gilowska B this one acting in agreement with the Czech Republic, the Republic of Bulgaria,
the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Malta, the Slovak Republic and the
Republic of Slovenia B has put forward, the candidature of Ms Marta Gajecka, Polish Under
Secretary of State for Finance.

The decision to appoint Ms Marta Gajecka was taken on 26 June 2007, the date on which the
requisite majority of votes was reached, then officially announced in July. Ms Marta Gajecka has
therefore been appointed as Vice-President and Member of the Manageme nt Comm ittee, with effect
from 16 August 2007.

The Board of Governors also conferred the title of Honorary Vice-President on Mr Ivan Pilip.

B Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu
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Cal IS for proposals

Support for the transnational distribution of European films and the
networking of distributors (the selective scheme)

Deadline: 01.12.2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_050/c_05020070306en00050005.pdf

Media 2007

European Parliame nt - Grants to political parties at EU level

Civil Society Deadline:  14. 11. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_144/c _14420070629en00220024.pdf

European political foundations B Pilot projects

Civil Society Deadline:  28. 09. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtmI|.do?uri=0J: C:2007:159: SOM: EN: HTML

Annual European Union Prize for Literature
Culture Programme  peadline:  12. 10. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_163/c_16320070717en00070009.pdf

Special actions of cultural cooperation with Third Countries

Culture Programme  Deadline:  01. 10. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_180/c_18020070802en00180019.pdf

Pilot project in the field of the Trans-EU Networks
Road Security Actions
Deadline: 14. 09. 2007

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/grants/proposal_en.htm

Transport

The Trans-European Energy Network for 2007
TEN-E Deadline: 31. 08. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_133/c_13320070615en00190019.pdf

European Cooperation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research
Cost Programme

Deadline: 30. 09. 2007 - 10. 11. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_169/c_16920070721en00270028.pdf

Research

7th EC Frame work Programm e for R&D
Research Infrastructure Programm e

FP7 FP7-1INFRASTRUCTURES-2007-2
Deadline: 09. 10. 2007

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/calls/

Programm e alntelligent Energy - EuropeO

FP7 Deadline: 28. 09. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_086/c_08620070420en00210021.pdf

European Cooperation Programme in Scientific and Technical Research

Cost Programme Deadline: 30. 09. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri= 0J: C: 2007:045:0004:0005: EN: PDF

www.zlinregioninbrussels.eu
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2007 World Water Week
Conferences and Events
Conference Centre
Stockholm City

Sweden

22nd European Photovoltaic
Solar Energy Conference and
Exhibition

EC and United Nations

Milan, Italy

Clean up the World 2007
Conservation of environme nt
Cleanup Organisation
European Union

Open Days 2007

European Week of Regions
and Cities

Brussels, Belgium

Year 4, no. 15
August 2007

Form closed:
14. 8. 2007
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Vacancies in Europe

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
¢ Administrators - Institutional matters

Office of the General Council

Recruitment notice: 60001699

Grade: Temporary officers

Place of work: London (UK)

Deadline: 07. 09. 2007

Info:

http://www.ebrdjobs.com/ fe/tpl_ebrd0Ol.asp?newms=sr

European Investment Bank

¢ Internships

Place of work: Africa, Caribbean, Pacific

Grade: Temporary officers

Vacancy No: INO7WWW18

Deadline: 28. 08. 2008

Info:
http://www.eib.org/about/jobs/in07www18.htm

United Nations Environment Programme
* Project Manager

Grade: P4 B Administrator

Place of work: Paris (FR)

Deadline: 15. 09. 2007
Info:

https://jobs.un.org/ Galaxy/ Release3/vacancy/vacancy.aspx




