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Dear readers, 

Brussels is famo us for comp letely shutt ing down in August .  
 

There are no me et ings of the European Commi ssion, no sessions of 
the European Par liame nt  nor at  the Commi t tee of the Regions, no 
informa l discussions between diploma ts and EU Officers. The press 
conferences are stopped, no announceme nt  is scheduled from the 
European I nst it ut ions or Agencies and even the lobbyists are taking a 
rest .  
 

I tÕs the real t ime  for holiday. 
 

For lot  of people, but  not  for  all!   
 

I n fact , t his year, j ust  before closing the doors, the European 
Commi ssion has ma de a gift  t o us, as it  has approved the Czech 
Frame  for the St ructural Funds of the per iod 2007-2013. The forma l  
signature of the agreeme nt with the Czech Governme nt  took place 
exact ly at  the end of July, j ust  in t ime  for quick celebrat ions before 
the Commi ssion closes it s doors. 
 

Of course, this is a good news for us. 
 

This me ans that  also the negot iat ions for the Regional Operat ional 
Programme s can start . And this will effect ively happen in Septemb er 
the next , with the part icipat ion of the European Commi ssion, on the 
one side, and the Regions, on the other.  
 

We have to be prepared for this appointm ent  and t he act iv it y has 
imm ediately started in t he Regions and in Brussels. The mo me nt  is 
imp ortant  and delicate as a good preparat ion is one of the ma in 
fact ors for  a quick  and successful negot iat ion with the Commi ssion. 
ThatÕs why me et ings, cont acts, exchange of draft s and docum ent s 
are in t he agenda in t hese days:  an intense act iv it y t hat  has nothing 
to see wit h the holiday summ er t im e. 
 

The commi t teme nt  is total, t he appointme nt  is for  Septemb er. As 
usual, we will keep you informe d about  the evolving situat ion. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS  
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WHAT’S NEW IN 

BRUSSELS 

The European Com mi ssion 
has finally  approved the plan 
and pr ior it ies of Czech 
Republic for  t he St ructural 
Funds 2007-13  

PAGE 3 

OPPORTUNITIES IN 

EUROPE: THE MUSEUM 

EXPRESSIONS FAIR 

The Comm it tee of t he Regions 
has hosted the presentat ion 
of t he Heritage Product  Trade 
Show that  prov ides to 
craft sme n and designers the 
occasion of get t ing in touch 
with the European m arket  of  
cultural objects 

  

PAGE 5  

SHORTS FROM 

BRUSSELS   

Mr. I van Pilip, Czech Memb er 
of t he Managing Board and 
Vice President  of t he 
European I nvestme nt  Bank , 
has resigned. His place will be 
taken by Mrs. Gaj!cka, t he 
Polish Secret ary of State for 
Finance 
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VACANCIES IN EUROPE 

DonÕt  forget  t o have a look  at  
our  review of the Calls for  
proposals current ly published 
by the EC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     Sincerely , 

                                   

Mat t ia Croset t o 

The Head of Office 
Zlin Region in Brussels 
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Approved the Czech plans and 

priorities for Structural Funds 

At  the end of July 2007, the Czech Republic has 
finally  reached the agreeme nt  w ith Regional policy 
Com mi ssioner  Danut a HŸbner and Em ploym ent  and 
social affairs Comm issioner Vladim’ r  "pidla on it s 
nat ional plan and pr ior it ies for  Cohesion Policy 2007-
2013.  

I n their  Nat ional St rategic Reference Frame work 
(NSRF) , t he Czech aut hor it ies descr ibe how t hey 
plan t o invest  # 26.3 bill ion over seven years in line 
with the Lisbon St rategy for growt h and Jobs. 

The Czech NSRF set s out  in broad term s how t he 
Czech author it ies w ill invest  t he am ount  of  grant s that  
the European Union has ma de available over t he next  
seven years t o deliver growth and j obs in the count ry  
for  t he public and pr ivate sectors. 

Cohesion policy is intended t o reduce dispar it ies 
am ong regions undergoing rapid developme nt  (such 
as Prague under t he "c om pet it iveness object ive")  and 
regions lagging behind (Cent ral- Moravia, Moravia-
Silesia and the North West ) , covered by t he so-called  
"Convergence" Object ive.  

 
I n it s St rategic Reference Frame work, the Czech governm ent  has ident ified t he following pr ior it ies for 
2007-2013:  

- Boosting competitiveness 

Aim ing at  reinforcing the business sect or by imp roving it s product iv it y and speeding up sustainable 
economi c growt h;  increasing the relat ively low share of expenditures devoted to research, innovat ion  
and developme nt  (R&D) , 1.42 %  of GDP in 2005, is a pr ior it y,  as this can comb at  any  "b rain drain";  
promo t ing the developme nt  of the tour ism  sect or in t he regions, which  can help t o create new jobs 
opport unit ies.   

- Developing an open, flexible, cohesive society 

I ncluding the support  for  developing a diverse, socially aware and cohesive society,  open to new 
opport unit ies;  in t his case the aim is t o create a mo dern educat ional system t hat  will becom e the 
dr iv ing force behind an eff icient , f lex ible labour  m arket . The author it ies also plan to cut  red t ape for  
businessme n by at  least  20% . 

- Improving the environment 

The author it ies will work on im proving t he qualit y of  the env ironme nt  and access to t ransport  
net works, and on raising t he proport ion of railway t ransport , as well as developing com bined 
t ransport . 

- Balanced development 

Scheduling t he support  for  economi c growt h and emp loyme nt  tailored t o local potent ial and varying 
local condit ions (natural, econom ic, social and cultural) .  I n rural areas, t he author it ies will promo t e 
new economi c act iv it ies. 

The Czech Republic intends to shape it s broad pr ior it ies as set  out  in t he fram ework  through 17 
operat ional programm es (seven regional, eight  sect or , and two for t he Prague region) . 
 

The Czech NSRF is available at :  
ht tp: / / www.st rukturalni- fondy.cz/ regionalni-polit ika/ nsrr  

More about  Cohesion Policy in the Czech Republic (2004 pr ices) :  
 

Further informa t ion about  European Regional Policy:  
ht tp: / / ec.europa.eu/ regional_policy/ index_en.htm   

Furt her informa t ion about  EU Em ployme nt ,  Social af fairs and Equal opport unit ies Policies is available at :  
ht tp: / / ec.europa.eu/ emp loyme nt_social/ index_en.html  

 

WHAT’S NEW IN BRUSSELS? 
 

 
"I am very glad that the Czech Republic has 
joined the Member States that have had 
their National Strategic Reference 
Framework (NSRF) approved. I welcome 
the commitment of the authorities to the 
Lisbon Strategy for growth and jobs. I am 
convinced this European investment will 
help to raise the standard of living for all 
Czech citizens in the near future" 

Danuta Hubner, Member of the European 
Commission responsible for Regional Policy 
 
"The Czech strategy shows a strong 
commitment to promoting better 
investment in human resources, and this 
will yield more jobs, better jobs. This aim 
lies at the heart of the EU reform agenda. 
The Czech Republic has chosen priorities 
that will boost employment and enable the 
workforce adapt to changing scenarios"  

Vladimír !pidla, EC Member responsible for 
Employment and social affairs 
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Opportunities in Europe  

Presented at CoR the Museum Expressions, a Trade 

Fair for Craftsmen and Designers   
 
 

 
The organisers of the Trade Fair “Museum Expressions” have illustrated their project at the 
Committee of the Regions in Brussels. Since its creation, 13 years ago, this initiative has helped 
the various European Regions present themselves and their local craftsmen and designers by 
means of geographical group of stands and pavilions. More than 5000 buyers from museum 
shops, heritage sites, decoration boutiques and similar are expected to come visit the Fair the 
23 and 24 of January 2008, at the Palais de Congrès in Paris.  
 

 

A cultural object trade show  

With it s 4 000 square m eters, the Museum  
Expressions shopping window is an opportunit y t o 
present  objects der ived from the cultural and 
art ist ic wor lds. The supply proposed by 200 
exhibit ors is r ich, bot h in qualit y and in or iginalit y:  
reproduct ions, creat ions, new im pressions and 
objects freely  evoking the past ,  and designs and 
craft sme nÕs works inspired by  our  m odern age will 
be exposed. 
 

For  these reasons, the Museum Expressions is an 
event  targeted at  all t he professionals that  are 
act ive in t he field of  m anufact ur ing, dist r ibut ing 
and selling  retail product s to t he her it age cir cuit s 
and indust r ies.    

This year , the list  of presented projects 
includes the following:  

• Decorat ion objects  
• Tableware  
• Reproduct ions  
• Jewellery  
• Text ile, Fashion accessor ies  
• Stat ionery  
• Educat ional game s,  Toys  
• Souvenirs, Gadgets  
• Publishing, Books, Mult ime dia  
• Cust om izable products  

Professionals can also visit the 

Fair for free, simply requesting 

the badge before the 

05.01.2008 on www.museum-

expression.fr 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Over t he years, t he fair  of Museum Expressions 
has welcome d nume rous int ernat ional exhibitors:  
I t aly, United-Kingdom , United-Stat es, Germa ny, 
Spain, Greece, Aust r ia, Belgium Swit zer land, 
Georgia, I srael, I reland, Luxemb ourg,  
Nether lands,  Canada, Portugal, Turkey , Tunisia,  
Sweden, Camb odia, Hong-Kong, Sout h and Nort h-
Korea.. . 

The part icipants can benef it  of preferent ial rates in 
the hotels, discounts on the t ransport  t ickets t o 
and from Paris, as well as of some  logist ic supports 
from the organisers for their  accomm odat ion and 
staying in Par is.   
 

The site of the fair  is at  Palais des Congr • s,  
situated 2, place de la Porte Maillot  in the Defence 
dist r ict  of Par is.      

 

 

For the interested craftsmen and 

designers from the Region, the contacts 

are:  

Museum Expressions 

Exposalons 

44 Avenue George V 

75008 Paris France 

Tel :+33 (0)1 53 57 62 00 

Fax : +33 (0)1 53 57 62 01 
 

Person in charge:  

Ms. Sophie Le Moing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The professionals registered up to now belong 
to a ser ies of categor ies, such as:  
 

Heritage 
Museum s stores, m useums , histor ic houses,  
parks,  gardens, cult ural and scient if ic cent res,  
them e parks 
 

Distribution 
Mail order cat alogues, buying groups,  
departme nt  st ores, independent  retailers,  
imp orters, wholesalers, corporate buying  
comm it tees. 
 

Designers 
Art  galler ies, designers,  st ylist s, archit ects 
 

And also 
 

• Local and regional of ficials  

• Managers of scient ific,  t echnical, and  
indust r ial cent res  

• Coordinators of histor ic routes  

• Tourism promo t ers and organizers  
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FP7 

FP7 is t he short  name  for  the Seventh Fram ework  
Programm e for Research and Technological 
Developme nt . This is the EU's ma in inst rume nt  for  
funding research in Europe and it  will run from  
2007 to 2013. 
 

The Sevent h Frame work Program me  is ma de up of  
four Specific programme s plus a fift h specif ic 
program me  on nuclear research.  
 

ÒCooperat ionÓ (collaborat ive research)  is t he 
program t hat  finances internat ional cooperat ion 
projects across the European Union and beyond in 
10 them at ic areas, corresponding t o m aj or fields in 
science and research. 
 

ÒIdeasÓ hosts all t he act iv it ies direct ly proposed by  
the researchers t o develop high- level front ier  
projects at  a European level, building on excellence 
in Europe and raising it s profile at  the internat ional 
level.  

The ÒPeopleÓ program target s the indiv iduals who 
are working or who wish to work in the fi led of  
research and innovat ion. 

The ÒCapacit iesÓ program  aim s t o opt imi se t he use 
and developm ent  of research infrast ruct ures, while 
enhancing t he innovat ive capacit ies of SMEs to 
benefit  from research. 
 
 

 
 

In this special section, we describe 

the main aims and content of the 

four specific programmes of the 7FP.  

The first sheet has been published in  

                the edition on 01 of January 2007. 

CAPACITIES PROGRAMME 
 

Budget: !4.2 billion (07-13) 
 
 

The ÒCapacit iesÓ program me  aim s to opt imi se 
the use and developme nt  of research 
infrast ruct ures, while enhancing the innovat ive 
capacit ies of SMEs to benef it  from research.  
 

Development of research policies 

Budget :  #70 m illion 
 

Europe needs t o imp rove t he coherence of  
research policies at  t he regional, nat ional and 
European level and increase it s potent ial in t he 
product ion and use of knowledge in order t o 
becom e m ore comp et it ive and provide solut ions 
to som e of t he challenges it  faces t oday . 
 

Benefits for the citizens 

Public investme nt  in research will become  m ore 
cost  effect ive t hrough bet ter mo nit or ing and 
coordinat ion of research policy across Europe. I t  
is env isaged that  bet ter collaborat ion between 
policy m akers across nat ional, regional and 
European levels will lead to ident ificat ion of good 
pract ices and bet ter policy  developme nt . This 
would im prove the condit ions for  conduct ing 
research and ult im ately imp rove Europe's 
potent ial in creat ing j obs and growt h. 
 

Act ions are ma inly target ing policy m akers but  
will ult im ately  im prove condit ions for conduct ing 
research. One specific act ion will fur ther develop 
the European st rategy for hum an resources 
and m obilit y in research through a num ber of  
regional, nat ional and Com m unit y policy  
init iat ives such as funding of  program me s, 
legislat ion, recomm endat ions and guidelines.  
The com mo n goal of t hese init iat ives is to 
st im ulate researchers to st ay in Europe and 
at t ract  t he best  brains from all over t he world. 
 

The following act iv it ies are supported by FP7:  
¥ Monit or ing, analysis and imp act  assessme nt  of  
public research policies and indust r ial st rategies.  
The developme nt  of indicators will provide 
inform at ion and ev idence in the design, 
imp lem ent at ion and evaluat ion in the t rans-
nat ional coordinat ion of  policies. 
¥ St rengt hening, on a volunt ary basis, t he 
coordinat ion of research policies in a t wofold 
ma nner:  first , t hrough act ions support ing the 
imp lem ent at ion of the open m ethod of co-
ordinat ion ( OMC)  and second, t hrough bot t om -
up t rans- nat ional cooperat ion init iat ives 
undertaken at  nat ional or regional level on 
issues of comm on interest . 
 
The Zlin Region has already benefited of a 
financing under t his schem e, for the SupPolicy  
project , wit h a t otal grant  of #136.000 for t he 
local part ners. 
 

 

FOCUS ON EU 

PROGRAMMES 
 

 

7th FP:  Tom orrowÕs answer start s t oday 

Special sect ion on I nnovat ion:  second sheet  

devoted t o t he opport unit ies offered by the 

new EU programm e for research and 

technological developm ent  
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Prague among the best cities for job 

opportunities, says a EU research 

European people like liv ing in cit ies and expect  
them t o imp rove as places in which t o live and 
work.  Those are some  of the m ain conclusions of  
a Eurobarome ter  survey on t he Qualit y of Life in 
European Cit ies.   

More than three-quarters of  interviewees were 
sat isfied with the qualit y of l ife in their  own cit ies, 
and a ma j or it y  were posit ive about  t heir  cit y 's 
future.   

The best  cit ies for  j ob opport unit ies appear to be 
Prague, Copenhagen, and Dublin, where m ore 
than 70%  of respondent s agreed it  was easy to 
find a j ob, even if t he answers differ  for  what  it  
concerns t he level of t he salar ies.  
 

An overview of  the result s in 70 cit ies in t he 27 
Mem ber States of t he EU and f ive cit ies in Croat ia 
and Turkey , as well as detailed result s of t he 
survey , are available at :   

ht tp: / / ec.europa.eu/ regional_policy/ urban2/ audit_e
n.htm   

 

Petrol stations in Czech Republic change owner: no concerns from Brussels 

The European Com mi ssion has given green light  t o t he proposed acquisit ion by Eni of I t aly  of Esso 
Ceska, Esso Slovensko and Esso Hungaria,  together with certain assets and cont racts of  ExxonMobil 
relat ing t o t he lubr icants business in these count r ies ( "Lubs Assets and Cont racts") .  
 

Esso Hungar ia, Esso Ceska and Esso Slovensko are present  in Hungary,  the Czech Republic and Slovakia 
respect ively ma inly at  the m otor fuel ret ail level. Esso Ceska and Esso Slovensko are also present  in the 
supply  of j et  fuel, in Prague and Brat islava airport s.  Lubs Assets and Cont racts consist s of certain 
comm ercial asset s and cust om er cont racts belonging to ExxonMobil and engaged, inter  alia, in t he 
ma rket ing and sale of  branded and unbranded lubr icants and specialt ies in t he Czech Republic,  Hungary  
and Slovak ia. 

The European Com mi ssion found that  due t o limi t ed hor izont al over laps between the part ies' act iv it ies in 
all product  m arket s concerned ( retail of m ot or fuel, and sale of aut om ot ive and indust r ial lubr icants) , t he 
proposed concent rat ion would not  give r ise t o any comp et it ion concerns in Czech Republic, Slovak ia and 
Hungary. 

As regards possible vert ical com pet it ion concerns,  alt hough Eni is act ive at  the upst ream  wholesale level 
in t he Czech Republic,  it  appears highly unlikely that  the me rged ent it y  would engage in closing off  
supply  from it s comp et itors at  t he downst ream  retail level.  

More inform at ion on t he case will be available at :  
ht tp: / / ec.europa.eu/ com m/ comp et it ion/ m ergers/ cases/ index/ m9 4.htm l# m_ 4723 
 

Mr. Ivan Pilip resigned from EIB, Mrs. Gaj"ca named at his place 

I n Spr ingt ime , Mr . I van Pilip, t he Czech Vice President  and Mem ber of t he Manageme nt  Com mi t tee of 
the European I nvestme nt  Bank , resigned from his funct ions. On June 11th, t he Board of Governors of t he 
Bank was inv ited t o vote on the proposal about  t he possible subst it ute.  

Following consult at ions between the BankÕs President  and the Governor for  the Republic of Poland, 
Ms Zyta Gilowska Ð t his one act ing in agreem ent  wit h the Czech Republic,  the Republic of Bulgar ia, 
the Republic of Cyprus, t he Republic of Hungary , the Republic of Malta, the Slovak  Republic and t he 
Republic of Slovenia Ð has put  forward,  the candidature of  Ms Marta Gaj!cka, Polish Under 
Secretary  of  St ate for Finance.   

The decision t o appoint  Ms Mart a Gaj!cka was taken on 26 June 2007, the date on which the 
requisite m ajor it y of votes was reached, t hen off icially announced in July . Ms Marta Gaj!cka has 
therefore been appointed as Vice- President  and Mem ber of the Manageme nt  Comm it tee, w ith effect  
from  16 August  2007. 

The Board of Governors also conferred t he t it le of Honorary Vice- President  on Mr I van Pilip. 

 

SHORTS FROM BRUSSELS 

You have the opportunity of being 

briefed about the approval of the 

National Operational Programme for 

Structural Funds in Czech Republic at 

page 2.  

Just to complete the frame, we can tell 

you that also the British and Irish 

have accomplished their jobs. 

On the 27th and 31st of July 

respectively, the European 

Commission approved the national 

strategies, plans and priorities for 

Ireland and United Kingdom.  

It means that the calendar of the EC 

for this summer rush on Structural 

Funds should be respected. 

We’ll see if it’s true … 
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Calls 
 

 

 

 

 

for proposals 
 

 

 

Media 2007 

 
 

Support  for  the t ransnat ional dist r ibut ion of European film s and the 
net work ing of dist r ibut ors ( the select ive schem e)  

Deadline:      01.12.2007 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_050/ c_05020070306en00050005.pdf 

 
Civil Society  
 

 

European Par liame nt  -  Grants t o polit ical part ies at  EU level 

Deadline:  14. 11. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_144/ c_14420070629en00220024.pdf 
 

 
Civil Society  
 

 

European polit ical foundat ions Ð Pilot  projects 
Deadline:  28. 09. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ JOHtm l.do?uri= OJ: C: 2007: 159: SOM: EN: HTML 
 

 

Culture Programme 
 

 

Annual European Union Pr ize for Literat ure 
Deadline:  12. 10. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_163/ c_16320070717en00070009.pdf 
 

 
Culture Programme 

 

 

Special act ions of  cult ural cooperat ion with Third Count r ies 

Deadline:   01. 10. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_180/ c_18020070802en00180019.pdf 
 

 

Transport 

 

 

Pilot  project  in the field of the Trans-EU Net works 
Road Secur it y  Act ions 
Deadline:   14. 09. 2007 

htt p: / / ec.europa.eu/ dgs/ energy_transport / grant s/ proposal_en.htm  
 

TEN-E 

 

The Trans- European Energy Net work for 2007  

Deadline:    31. 08. 2007 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_133/ c_13320070615en00190019.pdf 
 

 

Research  

 

 

European Cooperat ion in t he f ield of Scient ific and Technical Research 
Cost  Program me   

Deadline:       30. 09. 2007 – 10. 11. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_169/ c_16920070721en00270028.pdf 
 

 

FP7 

 

 

7 th EC Frame work Programm e for R&D 
Research I nfrast ruct ure Programm e  
FP7- I NFRASTRUCTURES-2007-2  

Deadline:       09. 10. 2007 
ht t p: / / cordis.europa.eu/ fp7/ calls/  
 

 
FP7 
 

Programm e ãInt elligent  Energy -   EuropeÒ  

Deadline:       28. 09. 2007 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_086/ c_08620070420en00210021.pdf 
 

 
Cost Programme 

 

European Cooperat ion Programme  in Scient ific and Technical Research 

Deadline:       30. 09. 2007 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ LexUriServ.do?uri= OJ: C: 2007: 045: 0004: 0005: EN: PDF 
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Zlin Region in Brussels  
The Rose House 

46, Boulevard de la Cambre – B1000 Bruxelles 

Tel. (32) 2 641.17.60 – Fax (32) 2 641.17.69 

email : info@zlinregioninbrussels.eu 

 
  

Vacancies in Europe 
 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

• Administrators – Institutional matters 

Office of t he General Council 

Recruitm ent  not ice:  60001699 

Grade:  Tem porary of ficers 

Place of  work:  London (UK)  

Deadline:   07.  09. 2007 

I nfo:   

ht tp: / / www.ebrdj obs.com/ fe/ tpl_ebrd01.asp?newms = sr 
 

European Investment Bank  

• Internships  

Place of  work:  Afr ica, Car ibbean, Pacific 

Grade:  Tem porary of ficers 

Vacancy No:  I N07WWW18 

Deadline:  28. 08 . 2008 

I nfo:   

ht tp: / / www.eib.org/ about / j obs/ in07www18.htm  
 

United Nations Environment Programme  

• Project Manager 

Grade:  P4 Ð Admi nist rator  

Place of  work:  Par is (FR)  

Deadline:   15.  09. 2007 

I nfo:   

ht tps: / / j obs.un.org/ Galaxy/ Release3/ vacancy/ vacancy.aspx 
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CALENDAR  
 

AUGUST  

12-18. 8. 2007  

2007 World Water Week  
Conferences and Events  
Conference Cent re  
Stockholm Cit y  
Sweden 
 

SEPTEMBER 

3-6. 09. 2007  

22nd European Phot ovoltaic 
Solar Energy Conference and 
Exhibit ion 
EC and United Nat ions 
Milan, I t aly 
 

14-16. 9. 2007  

Clean up t he Wor ld 2007 
Conservat ion of env ironme nt  
Cleanup Organisat ion 
European Union 

 

OCTOBER 

9-12. 10. 2007 

Open Days 2007  
European Week of  Regions 
and Cit ies  
Brussels, Belgium  
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