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Dear readers, 

Finally, summer is here! At least on the calendar, if not for the 
weather, as in Brussels the rain and the cold continue. 
 

Anyway, it’s time to relax a little and profit of the moment for 
travelling around and seeing the beautiness of our surroundings.  
 

Europe is really a popular place to holiday, not just for Europeans, but 
for the whole world, with six countries in the top ten global 
destinations. People come from all over the world to get in touch with 
our art, architecture, history and natural landscape.  
 

And travel here has never been easier as today, with plenty of help 
from the EU laws and regulations. 
 

The border checks have been reduced if not completely abolished 
between the 27 EU member countries, allowing us to save precious 
time for holiday and fun. The European citizens and certain nationals 
from countries outside the EU no longer need a visa to travel to other 
EU countries, as an Identity Card or the passport are enough. Non-EU 
nationals can also apply for a Schengen visa, enabling them to visit 
several countries with a single permission.  
 

And, for our peace of mind when flying, the EU recently updated its 
blacklist of unsafe airlines. 
 

There are no limits to what we can buy for personal use when 
travelling within the EU. The euro is used in 13 EU countries and is 
widely accepted in tourist-friendly areas in other European countries 
too. No more need for expensive exchange fees - the euro you take 
out of your bank will be accepted in Austria, Italy, Slovenia or any 
other member of the eurozone. 
 

Homesick? You can now phone home on your mobile without worrying 
about excessive charges - within the EU, you will now pay no more 
than !49 cents a minute to make a call and !24 cents to receive one.  
 

So, what are we waiting for? Let’s go holiday! 
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BRUSSELS 
The Portuguese Government 
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States its priorities for the 
new semester of Presidency 
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EC :  A PERSON, A 
STORY É  
Last week we met Mr. Emilio 
Caruso, Assistant of the EC 
Spoke-persons. An 
extraordinary Officer of the 
EU Institutions, in Brussels 
since 1964. We tell you his 
story, that is also the story of 
the Union. 
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Open Days 2007, the Czech 
Presidency at the EU: read 
the last updating about these 
future major events.  

The EC has launched a new 
website for the SMEs 
interested in the opportunities 
of the 7FP: we tell you how 
and where to find it. 
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VACANCI ES I N  EUROPE 
Don’t forget to have a look at 
our review of the Calls for 
proposals published by the 
EC.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     Sincerely, 

                                   
Mattia Crosetto 

The Head of Office 

Zlin Region in Brussels 
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New  Sem est e r  o f  EU Pr es iden cy :  
Po r t u g a l  p r esen t s  i t s  p r i o r i t ies 

A new Treaty for the European Union approved by 
October 2007 is the priority number one set out by 
the Portuguese for their time at the Presidency of 
the European Council.  

At the end of the EU Summit on 21 and 22 June, 
Portuguese prime minister José Sócrates announced 
that the Portuguese presidency would aim for 
negotiations to start already on 23 July. Over several 
 months, this "intergovernmental conference" would 
see representatives from the EU's member countries 
drawing up the future EU Treaty. This will establish 
the rules for making the EU functioning even with 27 
and more Member States.  

Other priorities of this ambitious Presidency include 
the preparation of the next round of the EU strategy 
for economic growth and job creation which the 
Portuguese would like to focus more on industrial 
innovation; immigration, legal as well as illegal, and 
whether more EU countries should join the Schengen 
area. Internationally, the Portuguese will concentrate 
on relations with Brazil, Africa and the 
Mediterranean.  

 

Highlights will be the very first EU-Brazil summit on 4 July, and December's EU-Africa summit, which 
should lead to the adoption of a common strategy. 

Since January 2007, a new system for the EU's rotating presidency introduced a common programme for 
three consecutive presidencies, to ensure continuity of policy. The current "bloc" of presidencies - 
Germany, Portugal and Slovenia - have set four top priorities: 

• drawing up a new treaty  

• consolidating the growth and jobs strategy  

• adapting the EU's security and law and order policies to a changing world  

• boosting the EU's role on the international stage 
 

Although the presidency is shared by three countries, each has a six-month period where they are 
officially in charge. During its time at the helm, Portugal will set out its own stance on each of the four 
priorities. 
 

 
 

Under the Portuguese Presidency, the review of the common industrial policy and especially in the policy 
towards small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), will merit specific treatment. They are the backbone 
of Europe's business sector. The Portuguese Presidency will continue work on the Action Plan for 
Innovation and will promote a debate on the future of policy on research and technology in Europe. 
Modernising higher education and life-long learning are essential components of this vision. 
 

Finally, the development of tourism and cultural industries are considered important areas for growth and 
sustained job creation. Portugal will organise a European Cultural Forum and a European Tourism Forum, 
in order to underline the necessity of these areas in our common agenda. 
 

 

To know more about the Portugal Presidency, see at: 
 

http://www.eu2007.pt/UE/vPT/ 
 

 
W HATÕS NEW  I N  BRUSSELS? 
 

 

Accor d in g  t o  t h e Eu r op ean  Tr eat ies, t h e EU 
Cou n ci l  Pr esid en cy  i s he ld  su ccessive l y  b y  
each Mem b er - St a t e f o r  a  per iod  o f  six  
m on t h s. Th e r o t a t i on  sy st em  i s p r e-
est ab l i sh ed b y  t h e Cou n ci l  i t sel f , cu r r en t l y  
u n t i l  Ju n e 2 0 2 0 .  
 

Por t u g a l  i s t o  car r y  ou t  t h i s t ask  f o r  t h e  
t h i r d  t im e af t e r  t h e  p r ev iou s Pr esid en cies 
o f  1 9 9 2  an d  2 0 0 0 , t ak in g  ov er  f r om  
Ge r m an y  t h a t  f i n i sh ed i t s m an d at e  on  1  
Ju l y  2 0 0 7  an d  h an d in g  ov er  t o  Slov en ia  on  
3 1  Decem b er  2 0 0 7 . 
 

Du r in g  t h i s si x - m on t h  p er iod , t he  Mem b er -
St a t e w h ich  h o ld s t h e Pr esid ency  p lay s an  
essen t ial  r o le i n  t h e f ol l ow in g  ar eas:  
 

-  t he  h o ld in g  of  m eet in g s o f  t h e Eu r op ean     
Cou n ci l  an d  of  t h e  EU Su m m i t  
-  t he  r elat i on sh ip  w i t h  t he  o t h er  
I n st i t u t i on s o f  t h e Eu r op ean  Un ion   
- i n  i n t e r n at ion al l y  r ep resen t in g  t h e Cou n ci l  
o f  t h e Un ion  
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W or k in g  f o r  Eur o p e 
Eur o p ean Com m issio n:  a  p er son,  a  st o r y  É   
Meet in g  w i t h Mr . Em i l i o  Car us o  a t  Ber lay m ont  
 
 

 

Mr. Emilio Caruso, Assistant of the European Commission’s Spoke-persons, is an … institution 

within the Institutions! He started working at the European Commission in 1964, when the EU 

project was just a dream of 6 Countries, and he is still at his place, in the heart of the EC, with 

the same enthusiasm of 43 years ago. “To work here, in touch with all the countries and 

cultures of Europe is fascinating … We started here when nobody but us was really trusting in 

an integrated Europe, and we find ourselves today after so many years in a peaceful and 

prosperous Union. Our sons and nephews can be proud of the job we have done for them”. Mr. 

Caruso is a real friend of all those who work for the European Union, and thus, naturally, is a 

good friend of the Zlin Region in Brussels.  
 

 

Th e Assi st an t  o f  t h e Sp ok e- p er so n s 
Mr. Caruso is accomplishing one of the most 
delicate tasks within the European Commission: he 
is coordinating the flow of the official information 
that goes out from the EC and that the others EU 
Institutions send to the Commission. He is daily in 
touch with the Spoke-person of the Commission, 
nowadays Mr. Laitenberger, and with all the 
Spoke-persons of the Commissioners. Every week, 
he has to check hundreds of documents and 
nothing that has not obtained his “visa” can get 
out from the European Commission as an official 
paper.  

 

.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Emilio Caruso 

 

 

 
 

In his 43 years at the EC, he met almost all the 
Presidents and the Commissioners that came to 
Brussels to serve the cause of an integrated 
Europe. He experienced directly all the enlargement 
of the Union, from the beginning up to the last one, 
in 2007. 

Because of his crucial role, Mr. Caruso is well 
known by all the journalists and lobbymen in 
Brussels who admire him for his devotion to 
Europe and his total rectitude in dealing with all 
the information of the European Institutions. 

 

Th e seat  o f  t h e EC:  t h e  Ber l ay m on t  

Mr. Caruso works within the seat of the European 
Commission, in the Berlaymont Building. On the 
occasion of our last meeting, there was the time 
for a visit to the Building and for recalling its 
history.  

The plot of land on which the building was 
constructed was originally occupied by the 
convent of the Dames du Berlaymont. They 
managed an important girls’ school. In the 1960s 
to anchor the European presence in Brussels, the 
Belgian government bought the plot, and the 
Dames du Berlaymont moved to Waterloo.    
  

The Berlaymont was built from 1963 to 1969 and 
became the symbol of the European presence in 
Brussels. It housed 3,000 Commission civil 
servants from 1967 to 1991, when it was 
decided that a complete renovation was 
necessary and that asbestos protecting the steel 
structure had to be removed. The refurbishment 
lasted over a decade. There was considerable 
criticism of time and cost over-runs of the 
project. Now, the building has 240,000 m" of 
floor space on 18 levels, connected by 42 lifts 
and 12 escalators. Offices for 3,000 officials and 
meeting rooms are in the tower, restaurant and 
services, a 900 seat cafeteria, TV studio, 
conference rooms, storage rooms, Nordic sauna, 
car parking for over 1,100 vehicles and various 
services occupy the basement. 
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FP7  
FP7 is the short name for the Seventh Framework 
Programme for Research and Technological 
Development. This is the EU's main instrument for 
funding research in Europe and it will run from 
2007 to 2013. 
 

The Seventh Framework Programme is made up of 
four Specific programmes plus a fifth specific 
programme on nuclear research.  
 

“Cooperation” (collaborative research) is the 
program that finances international cooperation 
projects across the European Union and beyond in 
10 thematic areas, corresponding to major fields in 
science and research. 
 

“Ideas” hosts all the activities directly proposed by 
the researchers to develop high-level frontier 
projects at a European level, building on excellence 
in Europe and raising its profile at the international 
level.  

The “People” program targets the individuals who 
are working or who wish to work in the filed of 
research and innovation. 

The “Capacities” program aims to optimise the use 
and development of research infrastructures, while 
enhancing the innovative capacities of SMEs to 
benefit from research. 

 
 

 
 

I n this special sect ion, we descr ibe 
the ma in aims  and content  of the 
four specific progr amme s of t he 7FP.  
The first  sheet  has been published in  

                t he edit ion on 01 of January 2007. 
 

 

 
CAPACI TI ES PROGRAM ME 
 

B u d g e t :  !4 . 2  b i l l i o n  ( 0 7 - 1 3 )  
 
 

The “Capacities” programme aims to optimise 
the use and development of research 
infrastructures, while enhancing the innovative 
capacities of SMEs to benefit from research.  
  

Resear ch  p o t en t i a l  o f  Co n v er g en ce 
Reg io n s 
Budget: !370 million 
 

Europe needs to exploit its research potential, 
particularly in the less advanced regions that are 
remotely situated from the European core of 
research and industrial development. A strategy 
of inclusiveness can potentially benefit the social 
fabric as well as the research community and 
the industry, locally and at the level of the 
European Research Area. 
 

Taking advantage of the knowledge and 
experience existing in other regions of Europe, 
this action seeks to upgrade research potential 
where needed by providing support in the form 
of investment, staff, networking or advice. 
The effort is directed at researchers and 
institutions of these regions in the public or 
private sector. 
 

The research community in the convergence and 
outermost regions will be supported as follows: 

• Exchanges of research staff between selected 
organisations in the convergence regions, and 
one or more partner organisations; support to 

selected centres of excellence for the 
recruitment of incoming experienced 
researchers from other EU countries 

• Acquisition and development of research 
equipment and the development of a material 
environment enabling the exploitation of the 
intellectual potential to be found in the 
selected centres of existing or emerging 
excellence in the convergence regions. 

• Organisation of workshops and conferences to 
facilitate knowledge transfer; promotional 
activities as well as initiatives aiming at 
disseminating and transferring research results 
in other countries and international markets. 

• "Evaluation facilities" through which any 
research centre in the convergence regions 
can obtain an international independent expert 
evaluation of the level of their overall research 
quality and infrastructures. 

 

Strong synergies will be sought with the EU 
regional policy. Actions under this heading will 
reinforce the research capacities of the local 
centres of excellence which may be met by 

Structural and Cohesion funds. 

 

FOCUS ON EU 
PROGRAM MES 

 

 

7th FP: Tomorrow’s answer starts today 

Special section on Innovation: second sheet 

devoted to the opportunities offered by the 

new EU programme for research and 

technological development 
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Op en  Day s 2 0 0 7 :  u p d at in g  o f  t h e 
o r g an isat ion  b y  Zl in  Reg ion  in  Br u ssels 

The organization of the 5th edition of the Open 
Days – the European Week of Regions and Cities – 
is well underway with the Committee of the 
Regions, the European Commission and our 
conglomerate leaded by ERRIN, the European 
Regions for Research and Innovation Network.  

The event will bring together 212 Regions and cities 
from 33 countries, counting participants not only in 
the EU, but also in the associate partners. More 
than 5.000 policy experts, investors and regional 
officers are expected in Brussels from the 8th to the 
11th of October 2007.  

During the event, a total of 150 workshops and 
sessions aiming at developing potential projects 
using the European funds will take place in the 
Representative offices present in the capital of 
Europe.  
 

The conglomerate leaded by ERRIN will host two of 
these seminars.  
 

The Zlin Region in Brussels has given its contribution by inviting Mr. Orlando Arango from the European 
Investment Bank, Mrs. Alessandra Perrazzelli, Head of International Affairs of Intesa San Paolo Spa – 
representing the potential private investors – and of Mrs. Adriana Cerrettelli, specialized journalist who 
will be moderator of one of the seminars.  All of them will be among the qualified speakers debating 
about the best possible solutions for attracting investments in the Regions and make the EU funds 
working at the best for the local development. We wait for the results of their discussions! 

 
I n n ov at ion  an d  Resear ch :  n ew  w eb si t e f o r  t h e SMEs 
 

The European Commission has created a new web site dedicated to the Small and Medium Enterprises 
interested in participating to the initiatives of the Seventh Framework Program of research and 
development.  
 

This new site replaces the old SME TechWeb site on CORDIS. 
 

Now, if you are interested in obtaining information about the opportunities that the European Commission 
can provide to support the innovation in the minor enterprises, you can book mark in your "favorites" this 
new hyperlink: http://ec.europa.eu/research/sme-techweb/  
 

Included in the site there is also another link to an online test provided by the Walloon Region of Belgium 
which helps a company determine whether or not they fall within the European's definition of Small and 
Medium Enterprise. This is a very useful tool for all the themes in the Cooperation Programme as they 
include SMEs in their projects.   
 

There is also a publications library, a link to open calls on CORDIS and a page with information on how to 
obtain support for participating in the EU research Program. 

 
Czech  Pr esid en cy  at  t h e EU :  an  op en  co m p et ion  f o r  t h e o f f i cia l  log o  is an n ou n ced  
The logo is one of many factors that distinguish the EU presidency of individual member states as it 
appears on a wide number of official publications and souvenirs.  

The Czech government would like that students and art school graduates participate to a tender to 
choose the logo that will be used in the various materials produced by the Czech Presidency to the EU, 
such as printed and audiovisual materials, gadgets and the institutional website. 

The government has not yet set the date when the tender will be announced, but it should happen in the 
near future.  

The Czech Republic's EU presidency will be held under the motto "Europe without Barriers". Its planned 
priorities will include the promotion of European competitiveness, deregulation, emphasis on four 
fundamental EU freedoms - freedom of the movement of persons, services, capital and commodities - as 
well as the promotion of liberal commercial policy.  

The Czech government is to allot 3.3 billion crowns for the preparation of the Czech EU presidency.  
 

 

SHORTS FROM BRUSSELS 
 

As promised, we keep you informed 

about the progresses in the 

negotiations for the Structural Funds 

2007-13.  

Well, during the last month, the 

European Commission has approved 

the priorities established by 

Netherlands, Romania, Portugal and 

Malta.  

The strategies presented are all 

coherent with the Lisbon targets for 

the economic growth, the creation of 

new jobs and the promotion of the 

competitiveness of the EU firms. 

We wait for those missing, starting 

with the one from Czech Republic … 
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Calls 
 
 

 
 
 

f o r  p r oposals 
 

 
 
Med ia  2 0 0 7  
 
 

Support for the transnational distribution of European films and the 
networking of distributors (the selective scheme) 

Deadline:     1 0 .0 7 .2 0 0 7 ;  0 1 .1 2 .2 0 0 7  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2007:050:0005:0005:EN:PDF 

 
Civ i l  So ci et y   
 

 

European Parliament - Grants to political parties at EU level 

Deadline: 1 4 . 1 1 . 2 0 0 7  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2007/c_144/c_14420070629en00220024.pdf 
 

Civ i l  Pr o t ect i o n  
Pr og r am m e 2 0 0 7  
 

 

Civil Protection Financial Instrument Prevention and other actions 

Deadline: 0 1 . 0 8 . 2 0 0 7  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2007/c_094/c_09420070428en01150115.pdf 
 

 

Civ i l  Pr o t ect i o n  
Pr og r am m e 2 0 0 7  
 

 

Civil Protection Simulation Exercise  

Deadline: 0 1 . 0 8 . 2 0 0 7  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2007/c_094/c_09420070428en01160116.pdf 
 

 
Cost  Pr og r am m e 
 

 

EU Cooperation in Scientific and Technical Research  
Deadline:  3 0 . 0 9 . 2 0 0 7  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2007:045:0004:0005:EN:PDF 
 

 
Tr an sp o r t  
 

 

Pilot project in the field of the Trans-EU Networks 
Road Security Actions 

Deadline:  1 4 . 0 9 . 2 0 0 7  
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/grants/proposal_en.htm 
 

TEN - E 

 

The Trans-European Energy Network for 2007 
Deadline:   3 1 . 0 8 . 2 0 0 7  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2007/c_133/c_13320070615en00190019.pdf 
 

 
FP7  
 

 

7th EC Framework Programme for R&D 
Cooperation Programme for Information and Communication Technologies  
FP7-ICT-2007-2 
Deadline:      0 9 . 1 0 . 2 0 0 7  
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/calls/ 
 

 
FP7  
 

 

7th EC Framework Programme for R&D 
Research Infrastructure Programme  
FP7-INFRASTRUCTURES-2007-2 
Deadline:      0 9 . 1 0 . 2 0 0 7  
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/calls/ 
 

 
FP7  
 

Programme „Intelligent Energy -  Europe“  
Deadline:      2 8 . 0 9 . 2 0 0 7  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2007/c_086/c_08620070420en00210021.pdf 
 

 
Ed u cat io n   

Pilot projects for cooperation between EU Institutes of Technology 
Deadline:      1 5 . 0 8 . 2 0 0 7  
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2007:143:SOM:EN:HTML 
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Vacan cies in  Eu r op e 
 

Eu r op ea n  Co u n ci l   

• Head  o f  Un i t  f o r  Secu r i t y  

Open Competition  

Recruitment notice: CONS/AD/428 

Grade: AD12 – Head of Unit  

Place of work: Brussels (B) 

Deadline:  01. 08. 2007 

Info:  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:C:2007:150A:SOM:EN:HTML 

 

Eu r op ea n  Ba n k  f o r  Recon st r u ct i o n  &  Dev e lo p m e n t  

• En e r g y  Ef f i c ien cy  Sp ecia l i st   

Place of work: London ((UK) 

Grade: Long Term Officers 

Vacancy No: 60009607 

Deadline: 22. 07. 2007 

Info:  

http://www.ebrdjobs.com/fe/tpl_ebrd01.asp?newms=sr 
 

Eu r op ea n  Co m m issio n  Ð DG Tr ad e  

• Tem p o r ar y  Ag e n t s -  Sp eech w r i t e r s 

Grade: AD5 - Administrators 

Place of work: Brussels (B) 

Deadline:  23. 07. 2007 

Info:  

http://europa.eu/epso/documents/avis-ta-trade-ad5_en.pdf 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Editors reserve the rights to abridge the articles, respectively for their stylistic and 
linguistic adjustment. The author accounts for objective accuracy. The material 
contained in this publication is provided for general information purposes only and does 
not contain a comprehensive analysis of each item described. Links to external sites 
should facilitate readers’ access to information and we do not take responsibility for the 
currency of the links or the contents of the web pages referred to.   
•  Pu b l ish er :  Representative Office of the Zlin Region in Brussels •  Bo d y  o f  Ed i t o r s:  Mattia 
Crosetto, Petra Jano#ková •  Gr ap h ic d es ig n :  HAL9000Limited ! 2007 

 
 

 

 

CA L EN D A R  
 
JULY  
 

1 2 . 7 . 2 0 0 7   
SupPolicy Project  

Workshop for the validation of 
the project results 

Villa Olmo  

Como, Italy 

 
SEPTEM BER 
 

1 6 - 2 2 . 0 7 . 2 0 0 7   
European Mobility Week  

EU events for sustainable 
development 

European Union  

 
2 0 - 2 1 . 0 7 . 2 0 0 7   
EU Interregional Cooperation 
Forum to celebrate Interreg 
IIIC and launch  

Interreg IV 

Lisbon, Portugal 

 
OCTOBER 
 

0 9 - 1 2 . 1 0 . 2 0 0 7  
Open Days 2007  

European Week of Regions 
and Cities  

Brussels, Belgium 
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Fo r m  clo se d :  
1 3 . 7 . 2 0 0 7  


