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Dear readers, 

I n the history of the European Union, two fundame ntal texts are 
considered as pillars:  the Treaty of Rome  and the Treaty of 
Maast r icht . Rome  was capable of set t ing up a Commu nit y and the 
commo n ma rket , Maast r icht  created the single currency and added a 
commo n foreign policy. Together, they out line the original nature of 
the EU essence, neither that  of an inter-governme ntal organisat ion, 
nor a real federal "super-state" as the United States of Europe. 

 

I n the t ime , several effort s have been ma de to give more efficiency 
and demo cracy to the EU, without  changing the essent ial system.   
 

The same  happened at  the last  EU summi t  in Brussels, where Ms. 
Angela Merkel, t he Germa n chancellor , t ried to clear the way for a 
replaceme nt  for the Const itut ional t reaty that  was rejected in 2005 by 
France and the Nether lands. 
 

The task was not  easy as it  had to take account  of French and Dutch 
object ions, as well as those from the Br it ish and the Czechs, not  even 
consider ing the opposit ion of the Polish, ma y determi ned mo re by 
histor ical than technical reasons. The outcome  has been a lot  less 
amb it ious than passionate Europhiles would have liked, and a lot  less 
alarmi ng than Euro-scept ics seeked to ma ke out . 
 

The mo st  imp ortant  result s Ð for the EU effect iveness Ð concern the 
st rengthen leadership:  a semi -perma nent  Council president , fewer 
Commi ssioners and a single foreign policy representat ive are 
confirme d. The new vot ing system is essent ial t o ma ke the Union 
working and the agreeme nt  reached can be accepted by all t he 
Memb er States, both large and sma ll.  
 

Now that  the new Treaty is approved, there is an air  of relief in 
Brussels. The failure is avoided and we can go back working with 
renewed imp ulse. LetÕs go!  

 

HIGHLIGHTS  
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WHAT’S NEW IN 

BRUSSELS 

The EU Leaders m et  in 
Brussels from 21 t o 23 of 
June. Read here about  t he 
imp ortant  conclusions of  the 
Summ it  that  gives fresh 
imp ulse t o the EU process 
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FOCUS ON NEW EU 

PROGRAMMES 

The European Com mi ssion 
and the European I nvestme nt  
Bank have signed t he 
agreeme nt  for  a new financial 
facilit y t hat  aim s at  
support ing t he high- r isk 
projects in the fields of 
research and indust r ial 
innovat ion  
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SHORTS FROM 

BRUSSELS   

The deadline to part icipate at  
the EU context  for  the photo 
camp aign ant i- discr imi nat ion 
is st ill open!   

The Zlin Region in Brussels 
has designed t he logo for the 
SupPolicy  project  and is going 
on work ing for the 
inst it ut ional website 
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VACANCIES IN EUROPE 

DonÕt  forget  t o have a look  at  
our  review of the Calls for  
proposals published by t he 
EC.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     Sincerely , 

                                   

Mat t ia Croset t o 

The Head of Office 
Zlin Region in Brussels 
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After 11 hours of negotiations, an 

agreement was reached ... 
 

The Heads of  Stat es and Governme nts me t  in 
Brussels from t he 21 t o t he 23 of June t o discuss 
about  t he fut ure of Europe and t he cont inuat ion of 
the process of reform s that  are now necessary t o 
ma ke the enlarged Union working.  

But  it  was only at  t he latest  m om ent , dur ing Fr iday  
night , t hat  a comp romi se was reached am ong all t he 
27 delegat ions, and especially  bet ween Germ any 
and Poland. 

I n fact ,  t he two Polish leaders,  the Kaczynski t wins, 
held out  unt il after  mi dnight  intense negot iat ions 
before agreeing t o a text  of t he Treaty t hat  help 
mo dernise the Union. 

Poland claime d t hat  t he populat ion-based vot ing 
system could give t oo m uch power  to Germ any and 
cut  it s own relat ive st rength. Using the st rategy  of  
cont inuosly recalling t he Second Wor ld War,  the 
Polish leaders forced t he negot iat ions on t he borders 
of collapse in acr im ony. At  t he end, t hey accepted t o 
sign t he deal on t he new vot ing system at  t he EU 
Council, obt aining t hat  it s ent ry int o force is delayed 
to 2014.  
 

 

The Summit and its goals  
 

French and Dut ch voters mi ght  have k illed t he or iginal EU const it ut ion in 2005 when t hey voted No in t heir  
nat ional referendum s on the EU Const it ut ion. To avoid the cr isis,  in June 2006, Germa ny was asked by t he 
other EU Memb er States t o draw up a roadma p for the Treaty  reform . The goal was to have a new Treaty 
rat ified by  all Mem ber States by the t im e of the next  European Par liame nt  elect ions, in 2009.  
 

The agreem ent  reached at  the European summ it  in Brussels now out lines a simp lified Treaty t hat  however  
ma intains t he EUÕs basic rules and inst it ut ions. The new Treaty will no longer be called as a Òconst it ut ionÓ 
and there are several changes t hat  ma ke it  less t hreatening for  those who are not  totally sure of t he 
integrat ion process, but  m uch of t he or iginal text  rem ains.  
 

Even before t he Council started, t he 27 Mem ber States were in agreem ent  on ma ny point s, including the 
retain of the perm anent  Presidency of  the Council wit h a term of t wo and a half years as proposed in t he 
draft  Const it ut ion, t hus ending wit h the rotat ing Presidency;  t he st rengt hening of t he powers of t he 
European Par liame nt  by increasing t he num ber of policy areas where t he Par liame nt  and the Council of  
Minist ers t ake decisions toget her;  t he involvem ent  of Nat ional par liame nts, by extending the r ights to 
inform at ion;  the reduct ion in the numb er of  Comm issioners, who will be reduced in t he me dium term from 
the current  27 t o two t hirds of t he num ber of Memb er  States. 
 

To date decisions in the Council of Ministers have had to be unanim ous in m any policy f ields. This 
procedure is to be replaced by qualified- ma j or it y vot ing t o reduce t he danger of decisions being blocked 
 

The problem and the solution  
The m ost  problema t ic issues were the future vot ing procedure for ma j or it y decisions in t he EU Council of 
Minist ers. Poland and t he Czech Republic didnÕt  agree wit h the proposal already set  for th in the draft  
const it ut ion. The draft  provides for the pr inciple of t he double m ajor it y:  decisions need t o be approved by  
a m ajor it y of 55%  of t he Memb er  Stat es, and this ma jor it y mu st  encomp ass the approval of 65%  of t he 
EU's populat ion. 
 

Under t he current  Treaty of  Nice,  Poland, w ith it s 40 mi ll ion or so inhabitants, has 27 votes in the Council. 
Germa ny, which has almo st  tw ice as m any inhabitant s, has 29 votes.  Under  the double m ajor it y system,  
Poland would lose vot es in the Council. At  t he end of the negot iat ions,  Poland accept ed t he new vot ing 
system even if it s applicat ion will start  in 2014. A furt her t ransit ional per iod would ext end to 2017. The 
Polish agreem ent  came  after personal intervent ions from Nicolas Sarkozy, French president , Jean-Claude 
Juncker, Luxemb ourg pr im e m inister , and Tony Blair .  
 

And now,  t he story  will go on.   
 
 

 

WHAT’S NEW IN BRUSSELS? 
 

The EU Leaders met in Brussels for a 

Summit from 21 to 23 of June 2007 

 

 

Top of the agenda was the EU 

constitution and the attemps to 

revive it. After a long marathon of 

intense negotiations, the way for a 

revised version of the EU Treaty is 

paved.  
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Promoting Research and Innovation  

The EC and the European Investment Bank launch a 

new financial instrument  
 
 

 

In June 2007, the European Commission and the European Investment Bank (EIB) signed a 

cooperation agreement establishing the new risk-sharing finance facility (RSFF) to support 

research & innovation in Europe. This new instrument will help to make financing available for 

promoters of research & innovation projects, which often face more difficulties than traditional 

business sectors in accessing finance, due to the relatively high levels of uncertainty & risk 

inherent to their activity. The RSFF, part of the EU's 7th Research Framework Programme (FP7) 

& EIB’s programme for Research & Innovation, will partially cover the financial risks assumed 

by the EIB when financing this type of activity. The contribution of !1 billion each from FP7 & 

the EIB will therefore unlock billions of additional financing in this area.  
 

 

The new RSFF in detail  

The r isk-shar ing f inance facilit y is an innovat ive 
debt -based facilit y, designed by the European 
Com mi ssion and t he European I nvestm ent  Bank  
that  will create an addit ional financing capacit y of  
bill ions of Euros in support  of Research, 
Technological Developme nt  and Dem onst rat ion 
projects as well as investme nts in indust r ial 
innovat ion.  RSFF will specifically  address the m ain 
const raints in the f inancial m arket s by providing 
access t o financing at  acceptable terms  for notably  
higher  r isk prom oters or projects.  
 

.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Europe needs to find ways to boost 

investment in research, particularly from 

private companies. The Risk Sharing 

Finance Facility is one of the most exciting 

new ideas in the EU's 7th Research 

Framework Programme, and through co-

operation with the EIB will unlock billions 

of new investment for research, 

development & innovation in Europe” 

Janez Poto"nik, EU Commissioner for 

Science and Research  
 

“RSFF is the demonstration of a very 

effective cooperation between two EU 

institutions to support European 

competitiveness”  

EIB President Philippe Maystadt 

 

 

 
 

The RSFF will increase the EI B's capacit y to finance 
mo re R&D and innovat ion projects, and thus enable 
it  t o provide loans and guarantees with higher r isk 
profiles than those readily financed on the European 
ma rket .  

By reinforcing the financing capacit y of the EI B in 
the area of research and innovat ion, RSFF will 
facilit ate and leverage the effort s of a large numb er 
of European financial inst it ut ions in RDI  financing, 
thus increasing banking and capital ma rkets 
financing in that  sector.  
. 

 

Beneficiaries  

RSFF will benefit  pr ivate and public organisat ions 
involved in research and innovat ion of any size 
and ownership, and in part icular research 
intensive mi d-size comp anies,  SMEs as well as 
research infrast ructures and other large research 
undertakings like Joint  Technology I nit iat ives 
(JTI s) .  

RSFF is not  only opened to legal ent it ies involved 
in FP7 or EUREKA projects, but  to all legal ent it ies 
and projects carrying out  RDI  act iv it ies that  
cont r ibute to FP7 object ives.  

As requested by the Council and the European 
Par liame nt , the EI B will ma ke available r isk-
shar ing credit  facilit ies to it s network of partner 
banks in all Memb er States and Associated 
Count r ies for sma ller  projects and promo ters. 
Such facilit ies will increase the bank's lending 
capacit y in support  of eligible RDI  projects.  

Access to RSFF 

Promo ters of research projects seeking loan 
financing can already contact  the EI B services via 
it s Head Office in Luxemb ourg (RDI @eib.org) or 
via the external offices in Aust r ia, Belgium,  
France, Germa ny, Greece, I taly, Poland, Portugal, 
Spain and the UK. Contacts for relevant 
interme diary banks will be published on EI BÕs web 
site. 

Budget  

Both the EU, through a new tool of the 7th 
Frame work Programme , and the EI B will 
cont r ibute EUR 1 billion each to RSFF which will 
provide the necessary capital t o underpin the 
expected loans and guarantees by the EI B of 
several billion Euros.  

  

For mo re informa t ion about  the reforms , see at :  

www.e c.europa.eu/ invest - in-
research/ funding/ funding02_e n.h t m  
  
www.e ib.o rg/ rsff  
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FP7 

FP7 is t he short  name  for  the Seventh Fram ework  
Programm e for Research and Technological 
Developme nt . This is the EU's ma in inst rume nt  for  
funding research in Europe and it  will run from  
2007 to 2013. 
 

The Sevent h Frame work Program me  is ma de up of  
four Specific programme s plus a fift h specif ic 
program me  on nuclear research.  
 

ÒCooperat ionÓ (collaborat ive research)  is t he 
program t hat  finances internat ional cooperat ion 
projects across the European Union and beyond in 
10 them at ic areas, corresponding t o m aj or fields in 
science and research. 
 

ÒIdeasÓ hosts all t he act iv it ies direct ly proposed by  
the researchers t o develop high- level front ier  
projects at  a European level, building on excellence 
in Europe and raising it s profile at  the internat ional 
level.  

The ÒPeopleÓ program target s the indiv iduals who 
are working or who wish to work in the fi led of  
research and innovat ion. 

The ÒCapacit iesÓ program  aim s t o opt imi se t he use 
and developm ent  of research infrast ruct ures, while 
enhancing t he innovat ive capacit ies of SMEs to 
benefit  from research. 
 
 

 
 

In this special section, we describe 

the main aims and content of the 

four specific programmes of the 7FP.  

The first sheet has been published in  

                the edition on 01 of January 2007. 

 

 

 

CAPACITIES PROGRAMME 
 

Budget: !4.2 billion (07-13) 
 
 

The ÒCapacit iesÓ programm e aim s to opt imi se 
the use and developme nt  of research 
infrast ruct ures, while enhancing t he innovat ive 
capacit ies of SMEs to benef it  from research.  
 

Research of the SMEs 

Budget :  !1.3 billion 
 

The SMEs represent  a large part  of Europe's 
economy  and indust ry:  they account  for  99%  of 
all businesses and cont r ibute up to 80%  of 
emp loyme nt  in some  indust r ial sect ors, such as 
text iles or  m anufact ur ing. 
 

The act ions of the 7FP in t heir  favour include t wo 
essent ial me asures:  
 

i)  Research for SMEs t o support  sma ll groups of 
innovat ive SMEs in solving comm on or 
comp lem ent ary technological problems  
 

ii)  Research for SME associations t o support  SME 
associat ions and SME groupings in developing 
solut ions to problems  com m on t o large numb ers 
of SMEs in specific sectors. 
 

These t wo me asures pr im arily address the large 
comm unit y of SMEs with a capacit y t o innovate 
but  wit h limi ted research capabilit ies. To  
increase t he part icipat ion of and benefit  for  
SMEs, t he outsourcing character of the 
m e a sur es will  b e st r en g t h en ed .  
 

Regions of knowledge  

Budget :  !126 m illion 
 
Regions are increasingly being recognised as 
imp ortant  players in t he EU's research and 
developme nt  landscape. Local resources are 
taking an act ive part  in scient ific endeavour and 
innovat ion in favour of society . 
 

The act ions undertaken in this area enable 
European regions to st rengthen their  capacit y 
for  invest ing in and carrying out  research 
act iv it ies. Specific support  is also given to t he 
clusters that  br ing toget her universit ies, 
research cent res, enterpr ises and regional 
aut hor it ies,  councils or developme nt  agencies. 
While this can be beneficial for  regions locally , it  
is also a way  to ma x imi se their  potent ial for  a 
successful involvem ent  in European research 
projects. A st ronger  research capacit y  can also 
result  in t he creat ion of m ore j obs in the 
regions. 
 

The Regions of Knowledge act iv it y encourages 
cross- border regional co- operat ion in research, 
ir respect ive of whet her t he regions concerned 
fall under the convergence or the regional 
comp et it iveness object ive of t he St ructural 

Funds.

 

FOCUS ON EU 

PROGRAMMES 
 

 

7th FP:  Tom orrowÕs answer start s t oday 

Special sect ion on I nnovat ion:  second sheet  

devoted t o t he opport unit ies offered by the 

new EU programm e for research and 

technological developm ent  
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European photo competition for diversity:   

the deadline is fixed at 31. 7. 2007  

The EU inform at ion camp aign ÔFor Diversit y . Against  
Discr imi nat ion.Õ is invit ing photography , art  and 
design st udent s from across t he EU to ma ke a 
creat ive stateme nt  for  diversit y by  enter ing it s 
"Breaking Stereotypes" Phot o Com pet it ion.  

Students are asked t o create a phot o or photo 
collage t hat  prom otes diversit y  and appeals t o a 
young audience.  Pict ures can be in color , black and 
white or design, but  have t o be or iginal and st ill not  
published.  

They  will be j udged by an internat ional j ury of  
photographers, young art ist s and well- known 
expert s in the fields of design and comm unicat ion 
that  will select  the best  photos. 
 

The winner will be awarded of ! 3.000 for hims elf 
and ! 3,000 for his universit y or school. The 
runner-up will receive ! 2.000 and the third-placed 
ent ry ! 1 .000. The best  ent r ies w ill be feat ured in a 
t ravelling exhibit ion across Europe.  
 

The comp et it ion is open to st udents of photography , f ine art s, graphic design, com m unicat ion design, 
visual com m unicat ions,  me dia design and ot her related disciplines. Part icipants need to be registered at  
an academy , universit y or college in one of the 27 EU Memb er States. I ndividual as well as team  
submi ssions of up t o t hree students are permi t ted.  
 

Should you wish to know mo re about , see at :   
ht tp: / / photocomp et it ion.st op- discr imi nat ion. info/ 432.0.htm l 

 
SupPolicy Project: the Zlin Region in Brussels designs the official logo 
 

Do you like it ? This is t he of ficial logo t hat  Zlin Region in Brussels has 
designed for  the SupPolicy proj ect .  The office prepared a t otal of  ten 
different  proposals for the official logo of t he project  and t he 
Coordinator Ð Finlom barda Spa in I taly Ð finally  chose the one t hey 
prefer .  
 

The cir cles in t he sym bol represents t he research and the policy m aking 
cycles, j oint  to prom ote innovat ion at  the local level. The cycles are also 
a graphic symb ol of  two arms  represent ing the partnersÕ engageme nt  in 
support ing t he developm ent  of t heir  local comm unit ies. 
 

The logo will be now used in all t he off icial docum ent s of SupPolicy,  beginning with the invitat ions and t he 
proceedings of the fir st  project  Workshop scheduled for July 2007 that  Zlin Region in Brussels is 
organizing in Como  ( I t aly) . 

 

www.zlinregioninbrussels.eu: new links, new documents  
 

The off ice is going on wit h it s camp aign to spread informa t ion about  Europe and EU opport unit ies in t he 
Region. To t hat  aim is cont inuously updat ing and enr iching it s inst it ut ional websit e.  
 

I n this weeks, a ser ies of new links has been added, including t he direct  connect ion t o the website of t he 
Lisbon Monit or ing Plat form,  of which the Zlin Region is m emb er toget her wit h the Olom ouc and Liberec 
Regions, of t he Czech Perm anent  Representat ion t o t he EU and of t he site of the EU devoted t o t he ma in 
successes of the 50 years of  com m on hist ory.  I n t he list  of financial inst it ut ions, we have also added the 
link  to t he new website of the EU Facilit y Jaspers, where you can also find inform at ion about  the recent ly 
created office in Vienna, that  is com petent  for  t he Czech project s.  
 

Finally,  t he I V Cohesion Report  of t he European Com mi ssion is also available from t he website.  
 

The website is part  of the Zlin Region in Brussels st rategy for a st rengt hened comm unicat ion from 
Brussels to the Region. I t  integrates t he ot her inst rume nts t hat  include t his Newslet ter , t he per iodic and 
them at ic reports, t he special publicat ions and t he local events. 

 

 

 

SHORTS FROM BRUSSELS 
 

How’s going the process of 

negotiations of the Structural Funds 

2007-13?  Briefly: in June the 

European Commission has approved 

the national strategies of Bulgaria, 

France, Netherlands and Slovenia. 

The number of missing countries is 

thus reduced and quite soon the 

implementation of the funds will start.  

In the meanwhile, all the other 

activities go on: we have been 

working on SupPolicy, organizing the 

first project workshop, and continuing 

our communication campaign about 

Europe. 

Read here about … 
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Calls 
 

 

 

 

 

for proposals 
 

 

 

Media 2007 

 
 

Support  for  the t ransnat ional dist r ibut ion of European film s and the 
net work ing of dist r ibut ors ( the select ive schem e)  

Deadline:      10.07.2007; 01.12.2007 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ LexUriServ.do?uri= OJ: C: 2007: 050: 0005: 0005: EN: PDF 

 
Civil Society  
 

 

Frame work Program me  on Secur it y  -   Fight  against  Cr ime  

Deadline:  16. 07. 2007  
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ JOHtm l.do?uri= OJ: C: 2007: 102: SOM: EN: HTML 
 

Civil Protection 

Programme 2007 
 

 

Civil Protect ion Financial I nst rume nt  Prevent ion and other act ions 

Deadline:  01. 08. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_094/ c_09420070428en01150115.pdf 
 

 

Civil Protection 

Programme 2007 
 

 

Civil Protect ion Simu lat ion Exercise  

Deadline:  01. 08. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_094/ c_09420070428en01160116.pdf 
 

 
Cost Programme 

 

 

EU Cooperat ion in Scient ific and Technical Research  

Deadline:   30. 09. 2007 
ht t p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ LexUriServ.do?uri= OJ: C: 2007: 045: 0004: 0005: EN: PDF 
 

 

Transport 

 

 

Pilot  project  in the field of the Trans-EU Net works 
Road Secur it y  Act ions 
Deadline:   14. 09. 2007 

htt p: / / ec.europa.eu/ dgs/ energy_transport / grant s/ proposal_en.htm  
 

TEN-E 

 

The Trans- European Energy Net work for 2007  

Deadline:    31. 08. 2007 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_133/ c_13320070615en00190019.pdf 
 

 

FP7 

 

 

7 th EC Frame work Programm e for R&D 
Cooperat ion Program me  for I nform at ion and Comm unicat ion Technologies  
FP7- I CT-2007-2  

Deadline:       09. 10. 2007 
ht t p: / / cordis.europa.eu/ fp7/ calls/  
 

 

FP7 

 

 

7 th EC Frame work Programm e for R&D 
Research I nfrast ruct ure Programm e  
FP7- I NFRASTRUCTURES-2007-2  

Deadline:       09. 10. 2007 
ht t p: / / cordis.europa.eu/ fp7/ calls/  
 

 
FP7 
 

Programm e ãInt elligent  Energy -   EuropeÒ  

Deadline:       28. 09. 2007 

htt p: / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ LexUriServ/ site/ en/ oj / 2007/ c_086/ c_08620070420en00210021.pdf 
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Zlin Region in Brussels  

The Rose House 

46, Boulevard de la Cambre – B1000 Bruxelles 

Tel. (32) 2 641.17.60 – Fax (32) 2 641.17.69 

email : info@zlinregioninbrussels.eu 
 
  

Vacancies in Europe 
 

European Parliament  

¥ Temporary Administrators  

I nforma t ion technologies specialist s  

Recruitm ent  not ice:  PE/ 106/ S 

Grade:  AD5 Ð Admi nist rators  

Place of  work:  Luxemb ourg (L)  

Deadline:   20.  07. 2007 

I nfo:   

http : / / eur- lex.europa.eu/ JOHtm l.d o?uri=O J:C: 2007: 13 5A: SOM: EN: HTML 
 

European Investment Bank  

¥ Transport Infrastructure Engineers  

Place of  work:  Luxemb ourg (L)  

Grade:  Long Term Off icers 

Vacancy No:  PJ06WWW09 

Deadline:  Prelimi nary cam paign 

I nfo:   

http : / / www.e ib.org/ jobs/ pj06 www09 .h tm  
 

United Nations Internship Programme 2007 

¥ Stages at the UN 

Vacancy No:  07- I NT-DM-414270-S-NY 

Place of  work:  UN f ield offices 

Deadline:   23.  09. 2007 

I nfo:   

http s: / / j obs.u n.o rg/ Galaxy/ Release3/ vacancy/ vacancy.aspx 
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CALENDAR  
 

JULY  
 

2-4. 7. 2007  

EU Ð US Av iat ion Secur it y  
Policy Summi t  
Technologies & Procedures 
Conrad Hotel  
Brussels 
 

4. 7. 2007  

European Phot ovoltaic 
I ndust ry Associat ion 
Second Roundtable on t he 
Solar Elect r icit y 
Renewable Energy House 
Brussels 

 
6. 7. 2007  

Workshop on State aid 
scheme s to cinema  
European Commi ssion 
Cent re Borschet te 
Com o, I taly  

 
12. 7. 2007  

SupPolicy  Project   
Workshop for the validat ion of 
the project  result s 
Villa Olm o  
Com o, I taly 
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