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The EU Leaders met in
Brussels from 21 to 23 of
June. Read here about the
imp ortant conclusions of the
Summ it that gives fresh

imp ulse to the EU process
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The European Commission
and the European Investme nt
Bank have signed the
agreement for a new financial
facility that aims at
supporting the high-risk
projects in the fields of
research and industrial
innovation
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The deadline to participate at
the EU context for the photo
camp aign anti-discrimi nation
is still open!

The Zlin Region in Brussels
has designed the logo for the
SupPolicy project and is going
on working for the
institutional website
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Don® forget to have a look at
our review of the Calls for
proposals published by the
EC.
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Editorial

Mattia Crosetto

Dear readers,

In the history of the European Union, two fundame ntal texts are
considered as pillars: the Treaty of Rome and the Treaty of
Maastricht. Rome was capable of setting up a Commu nity and the
commo n market, Maastricht created the single currency and added a
commo n foreign policy. Together, they outline the original nature of
the EU essence, neither that of an inter-governmental organisation,
nor a real federal "super-state" as the United States of Europe.

In the time, several efforts have been made to give more efficiency
and democracy to the EU, without changing the essential system.

The same happened at the last EU summit in Brussels, where Ms.
Angela Merkel, the German chancellor, tried to clear the way for a
replacement for the Constitutional treaty that was rejected in 2005 by
France and the Netherlands.

The task was not easy as it had to take account of French and Dutch
objections, as well as those from the British and the Czechs, not even
considering the opposition of the Polish, may determined more by
historical than technical reasons. The outcome has been a lot less
ambitious than passionate Europhiles would have liked, and a lot less
alarming than Euro-sceptics seeked to make out.

The most important results B for the EU effectiveness B concern the
strengthen leadership: a semi-permanent Council president, fewer
Commi ssioners and a single foreign policy representative are
confirmed. The new voting system is essential to make the Union
working and the agreement reached can be accepted by all the
Memb er States, both large and small.

Now that the new Treaty is approved, there is an air of relief in
Brussels. The failure is avoided and we can go back working with
renewed impulse. Let® go!

Sincerely,
P.A Lo e C/4_< R z

Mattia Crosetto
The Head of Office
Zlin Region in Brussels

O
M Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu

kraj prilezitosti
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After 11 hours of negotiations, an
The EU Leaders met in Brussels for a agreement was reached ...

Summit from 21 to 23 of June 2007 The Heads of States and Governme nts met in
Brussels from the 21 to the 23 of June to discuss
about the future of Europe and the continuation of
the process of reforms that are now necessary to
make the enlarged Union working.

But it was only at the latest moment, during Friday
night, that a compromise was reached among all the
27 delegations, and especially between Germany
and Poland.

In fact, the two Polish leaders, the Kaczynski twins,
held out until after midnight intense negotiations
before agreeing to a text of the Treaty that help
mo dernise the Union.

Poland claimed that the population-based voting
system could give too much power to Germany and
cut its own relative strength. Using the strategy of
continuosly recalling the Second World War, the
Polish leaders forced the negotiations on the borders
of collapse in acrimony. At the end, they accepted to
sign the deal on the new voting system at the EU
Council, obtaining that its entry into force is delayed
to 2014.

The Summit and its goals

French and Dutch voters might have killed the original EU constitution in 2005 when they voted No in their
national referendums on the EU Constitution. To avoid the crisis, in June 2006, Germany was asked by the
other EU Memb er States to draw up a roadmap for the Treaty reform. The goal was to have a new Treaty
ratified by all Member States by the time of the next European Parliame nt elections, in 2009.

The agreement reached at the European summ it in Brussels now outlines a simp lified Treaty that however
maintains the EU® basic rules and institutions. The new Treaty will no longer be called as a OonstitutionO
and there are several changes that make it less threatening for those who are not totally sure of the
integration process, but much of the original text remains.

Even before the Council started, the 27 Member States were in agreement on many points, including the
retain of the permanent Presidency of the Council with a term of two and a half years as proposed in the
draft Constitution, thus ending with the rotating Presidency; the strengthening of the powers of the
European Parliame nt by increasing the number of policy areas where the Parliament and the Council of
Ministers take decisions together; the involvement of National parliame nts, by extending the rights to
information; the reduction in the number of Comm issioners, who will be reduced in the medium term from
the current 27 to two thirds of the number of Member States.

To date decisions in the Council of Ministers have had to be unanimous in many policy fields. This
procedure is to be replaced by qualified-majority voting to reduce the danger of decisions being blocked

The problem and the solution

The most problematic issues were the future voting procedure for majority decisions in the EU Council of
Ministers. Poland and the Czech Republic didn® agree with the proposal already set forth in the draft
constitution. The draft provides for the principle of the double majority: decisions need to be approved by
a majority of 55% of the Member States, and this majority must encompass the approval of 65% of the
EU's population.

Under the current Treaty of Nice, Poland, with its 40 million or so inhabitants, has 27 votes in the Council.
Germany, which has almost twice as many inhabitants, has 29 votes. Under the double majority system,
Poland would lose votes in the Council. At the end of the negotiations, Poland accepted the new voting
system even if its application will start in 2014. A further transitional period would extend to 2017. The
Polish agreement came after personal interventions from Nicolas Sarkozy, French president, Jean-Claude
Juncker, Luxembourg prime minister, and Tony Blair.

And now, the story will go on.

M Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu
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Promoting Research and Innovation
The EC and the European Investment Bank launch a

new financial instrument

In June 2007, the European Commission and the European Investment Bank (EIB) signed a
cooperation agreement establishing the new risk-sharing finance facility (RSFF) to support
research & innovation in Europe. This new instrument will help to make financing available for
promoters of research & innovation projects, which often face more difficulties than traditional
business sectors in accessing finance, due to the relatively high levels of uncertainty & risk
inherent to their activity. The RSFF, part of the EU's 7th Research Framework Programme (FP7)
& EIB’s programme for Research & Innovation, will partially cover the financial risks assumed
by the EIB when financing this type of activity. The contribution of €1 billion each from FP7 &
the EIB will therefore unlock billions of additional financing in this area.

The new RSFF in detail

The risk-sharing finance facility is an innovative
debt-based facility, designed by the European
Commission and the European Investment Bank
that will create an additional financing capacity of
billions of Euros in support of Research,
Technological Development and Demonstration
projects as well as investments in industrial
innovation. RSFF will specifically address the main
constraints in the financial markets by providing
access to financing at acceptable terms for notably
higher risk promoters or projects.

The RSFF will increase the EIB's capacity to finance
more R&D and innovation projects, and thus enable
it to provide loans and guarantees with higher risk
profiles than those readily financed on the European
market.

By reinforcing the financing capacity of the EIB in
the area of research and innovation, RSFF will
facilitate and leverage the efforts of a large number
of European financial institutions in RDI financing,
thus increasing banking and capital markets
financing in that sector.

B Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu

Beneficiaries

RSFF will benefit private and public organisations
involved in research and innovation of any size
and ownership, and in particular research
intensive mid-size companies, SMEs as well as
research infrastructures and other large research
undertakings like Joint Technology Initiatives
(JTIs).

RSFF is not only opened to legal entities involved
in FP7 or EUREKA projects, but to all legal entities
and projects carrying out RDI activities that
contribute to FP7 objectives.

As requested by the Council and the European
Parliament, the EIB will make available risk-
sharing credit facilities to its network of partner
banks in all Member States and Associated
Countries for smaller projects and promoters.
Such facilities will increase the bank's lending
capacity in support of eligible RDI projects.

Access to RSFF

Promoters of research projects seeking loan
financing can already contact the EIB services via
its Head Office in Luxembourg (RDI@eib.org) or
via the external offices in Austria, Belgium,
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Poland, Portugal,
Spain and the UK. Contacts for relevant
interme diary banks will be published on EIB@ web
site.

Budget

Both the EU, through a new tool of the 7th
Framework Programme, and the EIB will
contribute EUR 1 billion each to RSFF which will
provide the necessary capital to underpin the
expected loans and guarantees by the EIB of
several billion Euros.

For more information about the reforms, see at:

www.e c.europa.eu/invest-in-
research/funding/funding02_e n.htm

www.e ib.org/rsff
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FP7

FP7 is the short name for the Seventh Framework
Programme for Research and Technological
Development. This is the EU's main instrument for
funding research in Europe and it will run from
2007 to 2013.

The Seventh Framework Programme is made up of
four Specific programmes plus a fifth specific
programme on nuclear research.

OoperationO (collaborative research) is the
program that finances international cooperation
projects across the European Union and beyond in
10 thematic areas, corresponding to major fields in
science and research.

OdeasOhosts all the activities directly proposed by
the researchers to develop high-level frontier
projects at a European level, building on excellence
in Europe and raising its profile at the international
level.

The (PeopleO program targets the individuals who
are working or who wish to work in the filed of
research and innovation.

The OGipacitiesOprogram aims to optimise the use
and development of research infrastructures, while
enhancing the innovative capacities of SMEs to
benefit from research.

In this special section, we describe
the main aims and content of the
four specific programmes of the 7FP.
The first sheet has been published in
the edition on 01 of January 2007.

B Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu
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CAPACITIES PROGRAMME
Budget: €4.2 billion (07-13)

The O@pacitiesOprogramm e aims to optimise
the use and development of research
infrastructures, while enhancing the innovative
capacities of SMEs to benefit from research.

Research of the SMEs
Budget: €1.3 billion

The SMEs represent a large part of Europe's
economy and industry: they account for 99% of
all businesses and contribute up to 80% of
employment in some industrial sectors, such as
textiles or manufacturing.

The actions of the 7FP in their favour include two
essential me asures:

i) Research for SMEs to support small groups of
innovative SMEs in solving comm on or
complementary technological problems

ii) Research for SME associations to support SME
associations and SME groupings in developing
solutions to problems common to large numbers
of SMEs in specific sectors.

These two measures primarily address the large
comm unity of SMEs with a capacity to innovate
but with limited research capabilities. To
increase the participation of and benefit for
SMEs, the outsourcing character of the
measures will be strengthened.

Regions of knowledge
Budget: €126 million

Regions are increasingly being recognised as
imp ortant players in the EU's research and
development landscape. Local resources are
taking an active part in scientific endeavour and
innovation in favour of society.

The actions undertaken in this area enable
European regions to strengthen their capacity
for investing in and carrying out research
activities. Specific support is also given to the
clusters that bring together universities,
research centres, enterprises and regional
authorities, councils or developme nt agencies.
While this can be beneficial for regions locally, it
is also a way to maximise their potential for a
successful involvement in European research
projects. A stronger research capacity can also
result in the creation of more jobs in the
regions.

The Regions of Knowledge activity encourages
cross-border regional co-operation in research,
irrespective of whether the regions concerned
fall under the convergence or the regional
comp etitiveness objective of the Structural

Funds.
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European photo competition for diversity:
the deadline is fixed at 31. 7. 2007

The EU information camp aign &or Diversity. Against
Discrimination.Qs inviting photography, art and
design students from across the EU to make a
creative statement for diversity by entering its
"Breaking Stereotypes" Photo Competition.

Students are asked to create a photo or photo
collage that promotes diversity and appealsto a
young audience. Pictures can be in color, black and
white or design, but have to be original and still not
published.

They will be judged by an international jury of
photographers, young artists and well-known
experts in the fields of design and comm unication
that will select the best photos.

The winner will be awarded of € 3.000 for himself
and € 3,000 for his university or school. The
runner-up will receive € 2.000 and the third-placed
entry € 1.000. The best entries will be featured in a
travelling exhibition across Europe.

The comp etition is open to students of photography, fine arts, graphic design, communication design,
visual communications, media design and other related disciplines. Participants need to be registered at
an academy, university or college in one of the 27 EU Memb er States. Individual as well as team
submissions of up to three students are permitted.

Should you wish to know more about, see at:
http://photocomp etition.stop-discrimination.info/432.0.html|

SupPolicy Project: the Zlin Region in Brussels designs the official logo

Do you like it? This is the official logo that Zlin Region in Brussels has
designed for the SupPolicy project. The office prepared a total of ten
different proposals for the official logo of the project and the

SUPPORTING POLICY ‘E Coordinator B Finlombarda Spa in Italy b flna”y chose the one they
MAKING WITH INNOVATIVE
ASSESSMENT TOOLS prefer .

— The circles in the symbol represents the research and the policy making
cycles, joint to promote innovation at the local level. The cycles are also
a graphic symb ol of two arms representing the partnersGengagement in
supporting the development of their local comm unities.

The logo will be now used in all the official documents of SupPolicy, beginning with the invitations and the
proceedings of the first project Workshop scheduled for July 2007 that Zlin Region in Brussels is
organizing in Como (ltaly).

www.zlinregioninbrussels.eu: new links, new documents

The office is going on with its camp aign to spread information about Europe and EU opportunities in the
Region. To that aim is continuously updating and enriching its institutional website.

In this weeks, a series of new links has been added, including the direct connection to the website of the
Lisbon Monitoring Platform, of which the Zlin Region is memb er together with the Olomouc and Liberec
Regions, of the Czech Permanent Representation to the EU and of the site of the EU devoted to the main
successes of the 50 years of common history. In the list of financial institutions, we have also added the
link to the new website of the EU Facility Jaspers, where you can also find information about the recently
created office in Vienna, that is competent for the Czech projects.

Finally, the 1V Cohesion Report of the European Commission is also available from the website.

The website is part of the Zlin Region in Brussels strategy for a strengthened comm unication from
Brussels to the Region. It integrates the other instruments that include this Newsletter, the periodic and
thematic reports, the special publications and the local events.

B Zlinsky kraj v Bruselu
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al IS for proposals

Support for the transnational distribution of European films and the
networking of distributors (the selective scheme)

Deadline: 10.07.2007; 01.12.2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri= 0J: C: 2007:050:0005:0005: EN: PDF

Media 2007

Framework Programme on Security - Fight against Crime

Civil Society Deadline:  16. 07. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtmI|.do?uri=0J: C:2007:102: SOM: EN: HTML

Civil Protection Civil Protection Financial Instrume nt Prevention and other actions

Programme 2007 Deadline: ~ 01. 08. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_094/c_09420070428en01150115.pdf

Civil Protection Simu lation Exercise

Deadline: 01. 08. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_094/c_09420070428en01160116.pdf

Civil Protection
Programme 2007

EU Cooperation in Scientific and Technical Research

Cost Programme Deadline: 30. 09. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri= 0J: C: 2007:045:0004:0005: EN: PDF

Pilot project in the field of the Trans-EU Networks
Road Security Actions
Deadline: 14. 09. 2007

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/grants/proposal_en.htm

Transport

The Trans-European Energy Network for 2007
TEN-E Deadline: 31. 08. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_133/c_13320070615en00190019.pdf

7th EC Frame work Programm e for R&D

Cooperation Programme for Information and Comm unication Technologies
FP7 FP7-1CT-2007-2

Deadline: 09. 10. 2007

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/calls/

7th EC Frame work Programm e for R&D
Research Infrastructure Programm e

FP7 FP7-1INFRASTRUCTURES-2007-2
Deadline: 09. 10. 2007

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/calls/

Programm e alntelligent Energy - EuropeO

FP7 Deadline: 28. 09. 2007
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/0j/2007/c_086/c_08620070420en00210021.pdf

www.zlinregioninbrussels.eu
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EUnews

Vacancies in Europe

European Parliament

¥ Temporary Administrators

Information technologies specialists

Recruitment notice: PE/106/S

Grade: AD5 B Administrators

Place of work: Luxembourg (L)

Deadline: 20. 07. 2007

Info:

http ://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtm l.d 0?uri=0 J: C: 2007: 135A:SOM: EN: HTML

European Investment Bank

¥ Transport Infrastructure Engineers
Place of work: Luxembourg (L)

Grade: Long Term Officers

Vacancy No: PJO6WWWO09

Deadline: Preliminary campaign

Info:

http ://www.e ib.org/jobs/pj06 www09 .htm

United Nations Internship Programme 2007

¥ Stages at the UN

Vacancy No: 07-INT-DM-414270-S-NY

Place of work: UN field offices

Deadline: 23. 09. 2007

Info:

http s://jobs.un.org/Galaxy/Release3/ vacancy/vacancy.aspx




